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Banning Recon 
A Photo Journey with SOG Special Ops Along the Ho Chi Minh Trail 

by Frank Greco This stunning combat photo book 
contains more than 700 photos, 
many never before seen.- document
ing the author's experiences in SOG 
from April 1969 through April 1970 in 
Kontum, as well as the collective 
experiences of SOG vets in general. 
It includes color maps showing 
specific operations and new photos 
and details of SOG's best-known 
mission, Operation Tailwind. 8 1/2 x 
11. hardcover, photos, color maps, 

THE QUICK AND DIRTY 
GUIDE TO LEARNING 
LANGUAGES FAST 
by A.G. Hawke 
This wortdlook was designed for 
people who need to learn a foreign 
language fast and who don't want 
to learn complicated grammar 
rules. The author, a Green Beret 
who is military-certified in seven 
languages, promises that his 

unique method can help anyone become funttlonal in any Ian· 
guage in seven days and proficient in 30! 8112~11, soltcover. 
176 l)p. #QD $20.00 

458 pp. #RECON $79.95 
Foreword by 

John Plaster 

THE MODERN 
IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity 
for Privacy and Personal 
Freedom, Revised & Updated 
by Sheldon Charrett 
Get the latest scoop on acquiring a 
new identity, producing the neces
sary documents to support It and 
obtaining residence, credit. 
employment and banking prlvl· 

leges to enjoy it. Includes new Information on SOCfal Security 
numbers, mail drops, segmented vs. total ID change, ID con
struction and much more. 5 1/2 x B 1/2, sottcover, photos, 
Illus., 216 pp. #IOEN111'Y2 $25.00. 

IMPROVISED 
LOCK PICKING 
Secrets from the Master 
by steven Hamptan 
From the atrthor of Secrets of 
Lock Picking comes this new 
book on devising quick and easy 
lock-picking tools oo the spot using 
common household items found in 
1l1e average home, office or garage. 
Using detailed photos and drawings 

you'll ream how to open any lock in the world. lnciuding getting in 
a front door with a safety pin, opening magnetic card readeis and 
more. 31/2x11, softcover, photos. illus .• 88 tJP. llllP $28.00 

--------------- Exp. __ _ 
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BY PAUL AVALLONE 

Wasting Money In 
Afghanistan? 

"What good is America 
· doing here?" I'd often ask 
myself during my Special 
Forces A-Team's recent 
extended deployment in 
Afghanistan. My team's 
mission was uncomplicat
ed: to prevent the Taliban 
and al-Qaeda from re
establishing themselves in 
the country. It was 
America's overall goals and 
the possibility of achieving them that I 
questioned. Just how willing should we 
American taxpayers be to spend count
less billions of our dollars on a change
less, hopeless country that we never 
gave much of a hoot about before 9-11? 

There is no question that we had the 
right and imperative to attack 
Afghanistan in October 2001 when the 
Taliban leadership refused to turn over 
Osama and his buddies. tickety-split, 
we occupied the country, with rem
nants of the defeated terrorists finding 
safe haven in Pakistan. 

The thrashing was two years ago , 
and we still have 8,000-plus troops in 
Afghanistan (and 2,000 more in sup
port in Uzbekistan) at an occupation 
cost of nearly a billion dollars a month. 
Nation-building, we are told, is the jus
tification, thus creating a stable, free 
society in which terrorists would not be 
welcomed or sponsored. 

Firs t, it might be just a bit presump-

tuous of us to believe that 
we can build a nation 
where , instead of there 
being a tight weave of a 
united populace, there has 
always been a loose scat
tering of feudal warlord
ruled tribes whom we 
clump together as a coun
try more for geography 
and culture than for 
nationalism. 

Second, it might be even more pre
sumptuous of us to assume that we can 
make democratic freedom flower where 
for two thousand years the people have 
never shown an inclination themselves 
to plow that ground and sow those 
seeds. 

It makes me wonder if the academic 
and bureaucratic hacks who sold our 
political and military leaders on this 
pipe-dream concept of nation-building 
and freedom-farming weren't packing 
their pipes with hallucinogenic Afghani 
hashish. What they've left out of the 
equation is the concept's fatal flaw: the 
Afghan culture itself. 

I cannot imagine how we can build a 
nation in a culture of disparate tribes 
who disdain one another and unite only 
to expel pesky invaders, like the British 
and Russians. American troops and 
money (millions in bribes to the war-

Continued on page 81 
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Everybody Support The Troops! 
To SOF, 
I would like to include the information listed on www.sof

mag.com about supporting our troops on a page at 
www.fdcc.us If this is okay with SOF, please send a reply giv
ing me permission to use the information listed. Thank You 

Sincerely 
john Thomas 
www.FDCC.us webmaster 

It's not only OK by us, we'd encourage any other sites that 
St!pport the troops to do the same. 

Hmmmm ... 
It is time to take a serious look at our involvement 

there. Every day there are news reports about more deaths. 
Every night on the TV are photos of death and destruction. 
I found this post on the TXN message board and had to 
pass it on. 

The land is too large to secure all of it. The enemy can 
roam anywhere, and we can't possibly police the whole place. 
We had to take it by force, but it causes us nothing but trou
ble. Their government is unstable, and in the process of 
changing. Refugees are fleeing by the thousands, driven from 
their homes. It will cost billions to rebuild, which we can't 
afford. We can't even secure the borders. Why are we still 
there? And to repeat. Every day we hear of more Americans 
killed in this dangerous land. Why in the hell are we still 
there? It is clear! We must abandon California. 

Wayne Anthony Ross 

Batman? Not Even Super Man? 
The style of writing is a concern. Sometimes an article 

seems like a Batman comic. In the December SOF in the 
article about the SF in Iraq being surrounded, it stated that 
they put a CD in the CD-player and were listening to music 
when they were retreating. (POW ZAP. Holy Humvee, 
Batman.) Is that true? The article seemed to degenerate into 
a comic book. I will try to finish reading the article. The pic
tures are great. 

Hell yes, it was true. But first of all, it was not a retreat - it 
was a fighting withdrawal. Since they fought their way into this 
dead-end ambush and had to go back through the kill zone now 
virtually shoulder-to-shoulder with enemy combatants, there 
sure was no OpSec reason for stealth. Although, personally, I'd 
have pref erred Wagner or some good Scottish pipes ... Finish 
the story, you'll be glad you did. 

LETTERS To SOF 

EDD 
It was great to see an article that featured the work of EOD 

with the SF ("Blowing it up," January 2004), thanks! One 
small point though, EOD stands for Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (as in EOD technician), not Explosive Ordnance 
Detachments. Army EOD units were reorganized into compa
nies (of around 20 personnel) during the mid-90s. Some folks 
still remember the old detachment days, hence the confusion. 
Keep up the great work, and I'd love to see an article focus
ing on EOD techs in Iraq handling the massive amount of 
IED's and UXO being encountered. 

Sincerely, 
SGT C. Curtis 
22lst ORD CO (EOD) 
FLARNG 

Since I did not edit that story, I get to respond. I wrote a book 
many years back that had the term "Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal" in the introduction, and a bimbo editor "corrected" 
that to "explosive ordinance demolition." Damn, I hate editors, 
and I are one. 

A Thousand [And One] Times, NO! 
I was curious about a promotional offer I heard about. 

Was there ever a bounty offered for a piece of the N. Korean 
flag visible from Camp Bonifus, South Korea? I heard this 
from a friend and was hoping you could shed some light on 
the subject. Other than that keep putting out the quality 
mag. Thanks for reading this, 

Sincerely, 
Spc. Kevin Martin. 

We have to write this every few months, but NO: There never 
has been, never will be. We're crazy, not stupid. 
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Yup, They're Out There ... 
Subject: Email from SOFMAG.com 
From: haywoodjablowmee@yahoo.com 
Date: Tue, December 9, 2003 12:00 am 

you guys are f**king wannabies. You cater to all the 
f* *king wannabe, white-trash, militia hillbillies who give the 
military a bad name. this is bullshit. 

More Than One Way To Serve 
My brother is serving in the 3/327 Infantry of the lOlst 

ABN DIV and he was the fifty cal. gunner that took out Uday 
and Qusay in Mosul, Iraq. What is funny is that at the time 
he was connected to 2nd Brigade, which was my old unit. I 
served in 2/502 Infantry from 95-97. Anyway I now have a 
degree in theology and am planning to move over to the mid
dle east with my wife in the next couple of years to do 
humanitarian work and my little brother just reenlisted 
while in Iraq. He is wanting to help my wife and I out in help
ing the war-torn people of the middle east and I thought that 
this may be a story idea you might want. I love the work you 
all are doing. 

Sincerely, 
Parrish McDaris 

Go for it: We usually win the war, winning the Peace will 
take a whole new cadre of men like yourself. 

Remember, It's Their Soapbox, too 
For the most part, you guys are <loin' a good job! I was 

in a coffee shop in Illinois few days ago and overheard 
what I presumed to be a quite "Liberal" conversation about 
how "bad" guns are and how Soldier of Fortune is for a 
bunch of loonies! Please watch your backs! The Bleeding 
Hearts and anti-Americans are after us and you! Take care 
and God Bless! 

US Army Nat'l Guard Sergeant 

Sarge, if everybody loved us, we probably wouldn't be doing 
our job. 

SOF: The Seminal Source 
I'm a former USAF Security Forces troop & upon my grad

uation from UNC-Wilmington, I'll be enlisting in the Army 
with the intention of earning a place in SE I look to your mag
azine for the most current intel on world events affecting our 
troops, and soon, myself. I'm a Criminal Justice/ Psychology 
Major and frequently use SOF as a source of information for 
papers on world events that relate to topics we study. Love 
the up-to-date coverage (SOF has the most in-depth and up
to-date coverage of all media resources) on Op Iraqi 
Freedom. Always great to hear from the "boots on the 
ground." Love the articles on SpecOps forces in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The Terrorism SitRep is outstanding and 
remarkably informative. I'd love to see even more info in the 
SitRep. Col. Hackworth is always great as are Col. Brown's 

comments. Keep up the good work and thank you all for your 
service and diligence. 

Sincerely, 
M. Jordan Phillips 

Pirates, Provocation and Privateering 
I am interested to know what the law surrounding piracy 

is in relation to reactions against it. Specifically in the 
waters around the Far East. Do any of the Asian govern
ments authorize private individuals to take pro-active action 
against the pirates in the area? Any information or direction 
would be of help. 

Yours faithfully 
Mark Anderson 

As a sweeping generality, in international waters, a vessel 
has the right of self-defense. In territorial waters, the laws of 
the nation apply, and they vary quite a bit. Also, the flag of the 
vessel can also claim jurisdiction, as can often the last port from 
which the vessel sailed. Maritime law can get quite complicated, 
but if you're referring to pirate-baiting for fun or profit you'd 
better consult a good lawyer before you take any plans from the 
tavern to the open sea. 

Ghost Of Liberations Past 
I read RalphJohnson's article, 'The Ghost That Refuses To 

Die" and agree that trying to enlist the loyalty of the Iraqi 
people to the concept of fighting for a Democracy, is the num
ber one barrier we face. I clearly see the parallels between 
Vietnam and our current situation, not from the standpoint 
of an intelligence officer, but quite simply as a Vietnam Vet, 
that on more than one occasion was the recipient of the 
treachery my guerrilla was capable of. During the 
Vietnamization Program we had Viet Cong deeply imbedded 
within our field units, when we did missions that required us 
to take South Vietnam troops and "Kit Carson Scouts" with 
us, in order to teach them to take on a more aggressive roll in 
fighting their damned war. Our first indication of an ambush, 
was the VC wind sprinting to safety just before the mortar 
shell fins whipped the air. How to determine friendlies from 
"clinks" became more difficult as time went on, until we didn't 
trust any of them and would 'hose' 'em at the first sign of the 
trap they had led us into. If and when this question has an 
answer in Iraq, is the time we can see the path to progress. 
Until then it's kick, punch and shoot! 

Jim 

You are right: "Middle-Eastern Democracy" is the great oxy
moron of our time, and the theocratic dictatorships of the area 
have a vested interest in seeing that the idea of democracy does 
not take root (lip service to democracy, when it helps business, 
notwithstanding). 

SOF solicits your letters by e-mail: editor@sofmag.com ; snail-mail: 
5735 E. Arapahoe, Unit 5A, Boulder, CO 80303; or Fax: 303-444-
5617. Lashes, laurels, comments, helpful information, questions are 
welcome. We may edit for space or clarity, and if two letters cover 
the same subject, the most concise one has the edge for publication. 
Visit our web site: www.sofmag.com . ~ 
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Why is First Sergeant Anthony Broadhead (left) 
smiling? When an Iraqi mortar fragment smashed into 
his wrist as he was scrambling to close the hatch on his 
Abrams near Objective Floyd (see "Chariots of 
Firepower," page 38), the tough-as-nails stainless-steel 
case of the Chase-Durer saved his hand, but gave up its 
life in the process. Although Chase-Durer doesn't mar
ket its fine watches as "bulletproof," they were pleased 
to replace the one that saved Broadhead's hand, as a 
token of thanks for his job well done. And Staff Sgt. 
Dillard Johnson? They sent him one as well, because as 
you will read in his continuing story, the way he enjoys 
getting shot at, he needs one to wear over his heart. 
Attaboys: Broadhead, Johnson ... and Chase-Durer. 

Anti-Terror Conference 
First International Anti-Terror Conference: Dimensions of 

International Terrorism Now Confronting America , 9-11; 
March 2004, Sheraton Denver West Hotel & Conference 
Center, Lakewood, Colorado. Archangel Corp., a non-profit 
NGO specializing in anti-terrorism consulting and govern
ment and law enforcement training, is sponsoring this con
ference in an effort at both sharing information with, and 
learning from the experiences of, those countries that have 
fought the war on terrorism for decades. This conference will 
provide unprecedented access to information from officials 
and officers from such nations as Israel, the United Kingdom, 
and Russia, as well as top-level speakers from the U.S. 
Military, federal government agencies , and federal law 
enforcement. Speakers include individuals from the follow
ing agencies and expertise areas: Department of Homeland 
Security; Federal Bureau of Investigation; U.S. Army and 
U.S. Army Special Forces; Russian Special Forces; British 
SAS; senior Israeli officials; and many others. Topics will 
include the psychology of terrorism, weapons of mass 
destruction, terrorism and responses in Israel, Russia, and 
Great Britain, chemical/biological terrorism, cyber-terrorism, 
maritime counterterrorism, Islamic fundameutalism and ter
rorism, domestic terrorism, premises-and-event security, 

ii 

~ 

~~~~~ 

homeland security, and more. This conference is exclusive
ly for government, military, and law-enforcement personnel. 
Private security professionals may be considered on a case
by-case basis with appropriate references. For information 
call 1-877-ANTI-TER or visit www.antiterror-consultants.com . 

Hepatitis C: Presumed Service Connection 
The newly created specialty rating team in Cleveland, 

Ohio, known as the "Tiger Team" has awarded a Vietnam 
veteran a service-connected disability for Hepatitis C. The 
decision was as a result of the "jet injectors" used for inoc
ulations of most service members during the Vietnam Era 
and after. Vietnam-Era vets have been the fastest-growing 
number of Hepatitis C patients - the mystery has always 
been why, as most of these veterans belong to no "high 
risk" group such as homosexuals or IV drug users. A 
research project headed by Lawrence Deyton, MSPH, MD, 
the Director of Aids/Hepatitis at the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs, in Washington, D.C. , said 
in part, "Anyone who had inoculations with the jet-injector 
is at risk of having Hepatitis C and should be tested. " The 
jet injector system has long been suspected of transmitting 
blood-borne pathogens. One problem is that the incubation 
period for Hepatitis C can be decades-long and symptoms 
may be nonexistent up until the time that the veteran 
becomes very ill. Spread the word and get tested. You can 
be tested at any VA facility. 

There's more Good-Lookin' Gal and Good Music in 
the one album pictured here than you would find in a 
deuce-and-a-half full of discarded Dixie Clucker CDs, 
so since everybody forgot you at Christmas, go out and 
get yerself one. Good songs, and good singing -
you've never heard The Ballad of the Green Beret sung 
like she does it. Every time I look at her picture, it's 
made me proud to be an American - now I know why. 
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lns1a111/y Puts !he Power of Life and Death in YOUR Hands ... 

"If You Had To Kill To Save Your Life, Could You Really Do It? 
If Your Life Depended On It, Would You Know How? 

IJl~'l,llillJ S'l,llllil~S 
Shocking NEW Video Reveals HOW TO KILL With Your Bare Hands! In Just One 
Evening Learn 13 Lightning Fast, Heart Stopping Death Blows & Boa Constrictor 

Death Chokes! 
Dear Friend, 
My name is Jason Marks. I don't want to offend 
anybody, but this is is the cold hard truth: 

When "Self-Defense" becomes "Do or Die," 
you need to know How to Kill instantly, without 
breaking a sweat. Would you like to have those 
skills, so ingrained, that they switch on auto
matically when you need them most? 
If so, this is going to be the most important 

thing you ever read. Here's why: 
About 2 years ago, some young punks shoved 

me against a wall and put a knife to my throat. 
I thought I was prepared for it but I wasn't. I 
always imagined I'd be able to handle myself in 
this situation, but in fact. .. ! Completely Froze! 

Luckily for me a cop car pulled up and the 
punks ran away, because I'm convinced that 
a Couple of Seconds Later and I would've 
been Choking to Death on My Own Blood! 

You see, when the Grim Reaper appears, he 
doesn't give a damn about your rank or how 
good your form is. He's there for one reason 
only: to kill you! 
At that point, you'll be operating entirely on the 

Lizard Brain, the most primitive "Fight or Flight" 
part of your brain. 

You won't have time to "think about it," or do 
fancy movements that look great in tourna
ments and movies. You'll automatically do one 
of two things: 
1. Unleash a rapid-fire barrage of nerve 

exploding, heart-stopping strikes, or ... 
2. Get carried off on a stretcher ... or worse, 

in a Body Bag! 
I hope you never have to feel your veins turn 

to ice and your stomach sink as you know, right 
then and there, that you're about to be beaten 
bloody, raped or killed. But let's face it: in 
today's world - it could happen at any time! 

Listen. There are lots of great guys selling 
videos in the magazines that have some really 
good stuff to offer, but this is the Qn.!y video that 
gets to the bottom line and shows you How! 
The Karate schools aren't teaching this - they 

have rules, formalities and safety procedures 
they must observe to keep the soccer moms 
happy. . 

The scumbags and criminals on the street 
have never stepped into a dojo - but they BRU
TALIZE, RAPE and KILL every day! 

One Violent Crime every 5 Seconds 
- Bureau of Justice Statistics 

How do you deal with someone who can 
do that - and has lots of experience doing it? 
HERE'S HOW: vou learn what they know 
- How to Brutally Destroy, Maim or Kill with· 
out Hesitation or Doubt. It's that simple. 

When some prison hardcase chooses you as 
his next piece of meat, if you can't do what he 
can do - you're dead! Here's the good news ... 
Andrew Scott teaches Law Enforcement, Mili

tary and Corporate personnel these techniques 
and charges thousands of bucks for it. 
It can't be learned from a book, you must see 

it in action, so I talked him into letting me put it 
all on a video - that you can watch in a single 
evening! 

RIGHT NOW is your chance to get these 
Deadly Techniques and Make Them Your Own 
for only $4 7 bucks! 
After you absorb this new video, I'm sure you'll 

agree with me - it'll be the most valuable 
training video you'll ever own! Period! And 
I can Prove it to you! Why would I say such a 
thing? Because you'll learn: 
1. How to fire death blows before he 

knows what hit him. 
2. The best (&worst) places to strike. 
3. Shell out blistering combos, each 

strike more lethal than the last. 
4. Mentally Program yourself to fire off a 

deadly sequence - without thinking. 
5. Three Master Keys to making sure 

you score a Lethal Strike • every time. 
6. What your Dojo isn 't teaching, could get 

you killed! 

"As a veteran Military Police officer, I've 
been in just about every kind of violent 
encounter you could imagine .. ./ know 
this stuff would work." 

• Mark Underwood, Dallas, TX 

And the most important thing is: It doesn't 
matter how old, slow, skinny or clumsy you 
are, or even how much you weigh! Even a 
skinny nerd can drop a bloodthirsty thug like a 
sack of potatoes with these techniques! 

Order within the next 20 days and you'll 
get these 2 FREE Bonuses: 

FREE Bonus #1: "MASTERING FEAR: The 
Mental Warfare Secrets Audio Tape" ($re). 
FREE Bonus #2: "The MENTAL WARFARE 
SECRETS Manual" (-$420) 

"THAT'S $140 in FREE BONUSES!" 

And, the first 50 people to call right now get 
a 3rd FREE Bonus! The SHOCKING Report: 
"Everything is a Weapon: Utilizing Your En
vironment for Lethal Strikes." This report is 
so bloody and effective, they tried to ban it! It 
normally sells for $30 to Andrew's private stu
dents, but it's FREE only for the first 50 to call 
right now. Once they're gone, they're gone, and 
YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS OUT ON THIS!" 

Be one of the first 50 to CALL NOW and You 
Get $170 in FREE BONUSES! That's $217 
worth of hard-hitting explosive material for Just 
$47 Bucks plus $8.00 S&H (foreign orders add 
$12.00). 

Andrew is so confident, he's offering a no
hassle 30-day MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
(minus S&H). 

Call our Toll-Free 24hr Order line NOW 
(877)840-4197 

Use Visa or Mastercard for 
Immediate Shipment! 

(and to get All 3 FREE Bonuses!) 
or order online at www.lethalstrikes.com 

To use a Check or Money Order, send this ad 
for the 3 Free Bonuses, along with $55.00 total 
(foreign orders $67.00 total) to: 
Andrew Scott 
5180 E. Seltice Way, Suite A 
Post Falls, ID 83854 USA 
WARNING: By purchasing you Certify that: 1.You are over the age of 
18 2.You understand that Lethal Strikes is for Academic Study Only 
3.You Release the Instructor from all Liability 4.You will not disclose 
the material to those who would harm others malicously. © 2003 

Our Eagle screams louder than your 
eagle, Saddam: Troops of the 101st 
Airborne's Screaming Eagles re-enlist 
on the steps of one of the Palaces in 
Baghdad last Fourth of July. 

For The Troops At Walter Reed 
The American Red Cross at Walter 

Reed is looking for incidentals/comfort 
items for sick and wounded troops now 
recuperating at the hospital. When 
someone stationed in Iraq, Afghanistan 
or elsewhere is wounded or falls ill, 
they're immediately evacuated and 
eventually end up stateside. It takes 
weeks for their personal effects to catch 
up with them. 

Things that the Red Cross is asking 
for are: telephone cards of at least 30 
minutes rolling luggage (small), totes, 
carry-ons, individually wrapped snacks, 
magazines , notepads, pens, playing 
cards and games, sweat pants and 
shirts (all sizes). 

All items should be addressed to: 

ATTN: Barbara Green, 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
6900 Georgia Ave. , N.W 
Washington, D.C. 20307-5001 

Checks should be made out to the 
American Red Cross. 

For more information, call (202) 
782-2080 or e-mail: 
Barbara.Green.1@AMEDD.army.mil 

National World War II Reunion 
Sponsored by the Smithsonian's 

Center for Folklife and Cultural 
Heritage and the Battle Monuments 
Commission, a four-day mass reunion 
of WW II Vets will take place on the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C. , to 
coincide with the dedication of the 
National World War II Memorial. · The 
free four-day event will take place from 
Thursday 2 7 May through Sunday 30 
May. If you are from the WW II genera
tion, this could be a landmark event. 
There will be a lot going on. For further 
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details, call the Smithsonian @ 202-
357-2700, and plan to be there with 
your family or group - and spread the 
word. Hours will be from llOO to 1900 
daily. Services for disabled visitors will 
be available, as will be food, record
ings, books, displays, music, speeches, 
war-stories and more. 

Smuggling Coal To Newcastle 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

officers at El Paso have seized 81 rolls 
(756 pounds) of Mexican bologna at the 
Paso Del Norte bridge, from a pickup 
driven by a Mexican national entering 
the United States. 

Children were sitting on top of the 
illegal load before it was discovered, 
and the rear seat had been removed 
from the extended-cab pickup and the 
bologna put in its place. 

Customs officials said the bologna 
goes for about $1 a roll in Juarez, but 
when sold to a customer in the United 
States, it can go for between $5 and $10 
a roll. But even so, smuggling bologna 
into Texas?? 

A Pox Upon You 
Claimed by the United Nations 

(WHO) as eradicated in 1980, smallpox 
historically has killed about a third of 
its victims and is readily transmitted 
from person to person, unlike other 
biological weapons, such as anthrax. 
Osama bin Laden and al Qaeda have 
expressed a clear interest in smallpox 
as a weapon. 

In the summer of 2000, eight chil
dren were hospitalized with a mild 
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form of smallpox in Vladivostok, 
Russia, after playing with discarded 
vaccine vials they found in a 
Vladivostok garbage bin. If this makes 
you think the Russians are sloppy, con
sider that they also have stockpiles of 
the live smallpox virus. 

There is a belief in Japan and else
where that Russia gave Iraq and North 
Korea weaponized smallpox. Besides 
the U.S. and Russia, France has some 
live smallpox virus, probably defensive 
in purpose. 

According to japan Today , Police 
and the Tokyo metropolitan govern
ment have developed a special kit to 
diagnose smallpox cases in the shortest 
possible time, on the assumption that 
Japan may face bioterrorism. Members 
of the al Qaeda international terrorist 
network warned recently they will 
attack Tokyo if Japan sends troops to 
Iraq. Two Japanese diplomats were 
killed there on 29 November, in an 
apparent terrorist attack. ~ 

Crew members participate in a flag
unfurling rehearsal with the help of fam
ily and friends on U.S.S. Nimitz flight 
deck during a Tiger Cruise, 3 Nov 2003. 
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Tactical Assault Gear- DoD Contractors and Southern California's fastest gro~ing re~1 ef;~fllliiill ~fJiiM~ 
equipment. Discount dealers for the world's finest tactical gear. America is the only Jree..:.co:.;::u:::;n ~Ill 
it that way. Let Tactical Assault Gear help you prepare to defend it. 
We accept all major Credit Cards 
www.tacticalassaultgear.com 





Worn parts? Accuracy problems? 
Cracked stock? No problem! 
With this authoritative step-by
step guide, you'll learn to correct 
common rifle, shotgun or handgun 
problems easily and safely-and 
save a bundle, too. B&W photos 
and illustrations. 
~ 1891 $2Q;Q8 25¢ 
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Capt. Nguyen van Tuong, 
sitting in pilot's seat of 
Sikorsky H-34, at Quang Tri 
launch Site, in fall of 1968. 

Honored In Las Vegas 
Vietnamese Heroes Saluted By 

Former American SpecOps Veterans 
BY .JOHN STRYKER MEYER 

ON a clear fall afternoon in Fargo, N.D. , an 
executive jet landed to pick up three pas
sengers: Retired Vietnamese Col. Thinh 

Dinh, his wife, l e, and his eldest son, James Q. Dinh. The 
jet whisked Col. Thinh and his family to las Vegas for the 
27th reunion of the Special Operations Association - a 
group formed by ex-Green Berets who fought in America's 
secret war during the Vietnam War from 1964 to 1972. 

In addition to the Green Berets, the Special Operations 
Association today includes Navy SEAls, Force 
Reconnaissance Marines, and the many air units which 
provided critical air support to the men running missions 
across the fence during that deadly war fought in Laos, 
Cambodia and North Vietnam under the aegis of the 
Military Assistance Command Vietnam - Studies and 
Observation Group, or SOG. Among the many combat air
support units were helicopters from the Air Force's 20th 
Special Operations Squadron, the Marine's Scarface and 
Eagle Claw, the lOlst Airborne Division, the America! 
Division, Air Force forward air-controllers, Air Force Al-E 

Skyraiders and the South Vietnamese Air Force's 219th 
Special Operations Squadron - code named "Kingbees." 

During the Association's formal dinner in the Plaza 
Hotel on 27 Sept. , Col. Thinh and eight former Kingbee 
pilots were saluted by more than 500 Special Operations 
Association members, and their relatives and friends , for 
their courage and flying skills during the secret war which 
was fought under a tight veil of secrecy, hidden from the 
public and most military personnel stationed in South 
Vietnam during that period of time. 

Special Forces personnel who fought in the secret war 
suffered more than 100% combat casualties. The opera
tions consisted mostly of six-to-eight-man reconnaissance 
teams led by Green Berets working with indigenous per
sonnel running top-secret missions in Laos, Cambodia 
and North Vietnam without any conventional ground sup
port or artillery. 

For the men who ran the missions across the fence [see 
"One Day In The A Shau Valley," Feb 04; SOF] there was no 
element more critical to their survival than the helicopters 
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that inserted the teams deep into enemy 
territory to conduct missions which ran 
the gauntlet rrom wiretaps to general 
reconnaissance missions. 

From the beginning of SOG in 
1964, Kingbee pilots flew the older, 
one-door Sikorsky H-34s , which were 
powered by a nine-cylinder Wright 
Aeronautical Corporation "Cyclone" 
R-1820 engine used in the legendary 
B-l 7s of WW II fame. 

Meet The "Kingbees" -
And Their legacy Of Heroism 

My Hrst operational introduction to 
the Kingbees was in the summer of 1968. 
I was the radio operator on a recon team, 
code named Spike Team Idaho, out of 
FOB 1, in Phu Bai. I was on the lead 
chopper with our Team leader, Robert J. 
"Spider" Parks, when it suddenly cut the 
power and began to autorotate into the 
landing zone, spiraling downward 
toward the LZ at a dizzying rate of 
descent. At the last moment, the pilot 
flared the chopper and gently touched 
down on the ground, not far from the A 
Shau Valley. It was a perfect, albeit terri
fying, infiltration into the target. What I 
didn't realize at the time was that most 

Unknown to the Green Berets at 
that time, the Kingbee pilots were 
drawn from the cream of South 
Vietnamese men. Most were college
educated, in good physical condition 
and fearless pilots. Similar to 
American helicopter pilots , the South 
Vietnamese were trained at U.S. mili
tary flight schools. The best of those 
pilots were selected for the elite, top
secret 219th Special Operations 

Col. Thinh Q. Dinh, a true hero to whom Kingbee pilots had been flying secret 
many Americans owe their lives. missions "across the fence" for longer 

Squadron. As the secret war grew in size, the 219th spread 
its wings along with the expanded operations. By January 
1968, there were six Forward Operating Bases in South 
Vietnam, all supported by Kingbees. All piloted the H-34. 
Although they were slower than the "Huey" choppers, the 
SOG teams preferred extraction by the old war bird 
because it could take more hits from enemy ground-fire. 
Once the recon-team members entered the helicopter, they 
ran to the nearest window to lay down as much fire power 
against the North Vietnamese Army troops as possible dur
ing those crucial, adrenalin-pumping moments of extrac
tion from a hot target. 

(from left) Kingbee pilot Lt. Trang Q. Tran, an unidentified crew 
chief member, Capt. Nguyen van Tuong, John Stryker Meyer, then 
the team leader, or One-Zero, of Spike Team Idaho, at Quang Tri 
Launch Site, fall, 1968. Note the camouflage paint on the side with 
white paint on bottom of H-34 Kingbee. 

than four years. 
"The men of the 219th and their venerable old Sikorsky H 

34s were perfect for the top-secret missions," said Lt. Col. 
Bill Shelton (Ret.), the last commanding officer of FOB 1 who 
worked with the various air crews who supported SOG mis
sions for several years. "Most of the pilots had more hours 
flying in these aircraft than many young USAF pilots had 
total flying time. The aircraft had long since lost much of 
their avionics. And replacement parts were hard to come by. 
So, the pilots did what pilots have done for many years. They 
flew visual and by terrain recognition, or by dead-reckoning 
and the seat of their pants. Most of the time it worked ... At 
FOB 1, we relied on them heavily." 

Capt. Nguyen van Tuong, (standing, center) with other Kingbee 
pilots and crew chiefs for H-34s which were a part of the 
Vietnamese Air Force's Special Operations Squadron that flew top
secret missions into Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam. This 
photo was taken in Quang Tri during the fall of 1968. 

MARCH 2004 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE www.sofmag.com · SUPPORT THE TROOPS! 2 1 



On 7 Oct 1968, ST Idaho had been engaged in a fire-fight 
with NVA troops for several hours. When the sun set we 
were all low on ammo and hand grenades , when then-Capt. 
Thinh Q. Dinh entered into a hover a short distance from 
our team in elephant grass that was 6-to-12-feet tall. It took 
our team 10 minutes to reach the hovering chopper and to 
get the men aboard it. As Thinh lifted the H-34 away from 
the LZ the dark jungle sparkled with muzzle flashes from 
enemy weapons firing at us. When we landed at FOB 1, l 
invited Thinh into our club so l could buy him a drink to cel
ebrate surviving the NVA hell in Laos. But he declined, say
ing he had to return home to his wife and children. Later, we 
learned his H-34 had 48 holes in it from enemy rounds. 

Two months earlier, Thinh pulled ST Louisiana out of an 
A Shau Valley target after it had been overrun by NVA sol
diers. The team leader had called in an airstrike on his team 
from an Al-E Skyraider to break the NVA attack. The gun-run 
broke the attack, but it killed one indigenous team member, 

Kingbee pilots honored at the Special 
Operations Association 27th Annual Reunion at 
the Plaza Hotel. (standing, from left} Capt. 
Trong Q. Tran, Major Thu X. Huynh, Capt. Tuai 
Nguyen, Maj. Sam N. Pham, Maj. Khiet M. 
Phan, Capt. Khai V. Duong, Capt. Hoan. H. 
Nguyen, Maj. An Q. Nguven, and Col. Thinh Q. 
Dinh. Standing on the dais in front of the 
Special Operations Association banner is SOA 
President James Hetrick, speaking into the 
microphone. To the far left, background, is 
Nguyen Cong Hiep, interpreter tor ST Idaho. 
Maj. Nguyen van Tuong could not attend the 
reunion because of job requirements. 

peppered the team leader with shrapnel while severing radio 
operator Tom Cunningham's right leg. The medic, ]olm 
Walton, led the team to an LZ, where Thinh pulled out the 
team while under extremely heavy gunfire. (Again, see last 
month's "One Day In The A Shau Valley.") 

Further Heroics 
On Christmas Day, 1968, our team was on a small hilltop, 

surrounded by NVA troops who torched the vegetation 
around the hill and were attempting to burn us off the hill top. 
At the last moment, as our entire team was choking on smoke 
and ashes, then-Capt. Nguyen van Tuong piloted his H-34 
down a steep mountainside to our LZ. His rotorwash pushed 
back the fl ames until our team boarded the chopper. As he lift
ed-off, flames consumed the area we had vacated. 

In June 1968, then-Staff Sgt. Pat Watkins was the team 
leader of Team Lion, a recon team based at FOB 3 in Khe 
Sanh. It was in a target named 0-8 - one of the worst tar-

arrett M99, packaged up 
in an extraordinary offer. For a limited 

The M99 comes 
equipped with a 
Bushnell Elite 3200 
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time, this remarkable single-shot .50 cal 
rifle, with heavy barrel and muule brake, is offered as 
part of a complete M99 Kit. The bolt-action M99 features 
a new competition 4-lb trigger, detachable bipod with 
adjustable legs, and quick release pins for easy cleaning. 

A1a 1l<.t1 le exclus11el1 
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All prices and specifications are subject to change. 

10x40 scope featuring finger-adjustable, audible click 
elevation and windage adjustment target l 
knobs. It's complete with rings, mounted and 
bore-sighted - ready to shoot. 

The kit includes a full case, 80 rounds, of the 
new Barrett M33 Ball ammunition - the 
perfect companion for on-target accuracy. 

-, __ r4~ .,.,...~ _ 

tF{~) 

And to wrap it all up, a custom-fitted, lockable 
Starlight™ carrying case. It's both air and watertight 
and accommodates the included cleaning kit as well. 
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gets in SOG history because two major 
highways intersected in the area west of 
Khe Salm and north of the A Shau 
Valley. Watkins' team was in 0-8 
because it was the base of operations for 
the NVA's 559th Transport Group which 
oversaw security on the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail and it was a major supply depot on 
the trail. Watkins team had been 
engaged with the NVA for several hours, 
when light began to fade as the sun set. 
With his team rnnning low on ammo, 
two Marine gun-ships from Scarface and 
Eagleclaw roared over the team, ham
mering the NVA on its perimeter with 
2. 75 mm rockets and mini-guns. 

Watkins team was in a bomb crater. 

recon man and they'll tell you that they 
loved the Kingbees. 

"Hell, when I was on the ground, I 
had American units refuse to pull us out. 
But, the Kingbees always came for us." 

Bill Shelton said, 'There are so many 
stories of daring-do on the part of the 
Kingbees. There are legends among their 
pilots, "Mustachio," "Cowboy," Captain 
Tuong, Major An, Colonel Thinh, to 
name only a few. I can tell you that when 
a team [was] on the ground, the sweetest 
sound they heard on the radio was when 
a Kingbee pilot would say, 'Kingbee go 
down now,' as the pilot spiraled-down to 
the team under a hail of fire. Some 
Kingbees didn't make it back." 

He detonated the claymores around the 
bomb crater just as the Kingbee piloted 
by Maj. Nguyen quy An swooped down 
and hovered in the bomb crater. 

"I'll never forget it," Watkins said in 
a recent interview with SOF. That 

Capt. Nguyen van Tuong, piloting an H-34 
Kingbee from secret FOB 1 base in Phu Bai, 
South Vietnam to Quang Tri Launch Site. 

Today, there are former SOG Green 
Berets and indigenous team members 
who are alive only through the heroics 
and flying skills of Kingbee pilots. I'm 
one of those fortunate men. Others 
include Pat Watkins, John Walton, 

Kingbee "was the best sight in the world." As it hovered, "I 
could see it was taking small-arms hits. But it just hovered 
over us. I looked up to see Capt. An, one of the best of the 
best, was flying the copter with no co-pilot and just a door
gunner who was shooting-up the place with his old 1919 A-6 
machine gun." 

Watkins' team returned to FOB 3 with no major casual
ties. "It was a miracle that we got out of there ... It was just 
another day in the life of a Kingbee pilot. You ask any SOG 
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Military, Police, Civilian 

Safe Training or Collecting. 

Police/Professional Badges 
Body Armor • Cuffs • Stun Guns 

MAXSELL CORPORATION 
4400 W. HILLSBORO BLVD, #2 • COCONUT CREEK, FL 33073 

Tom Cunningham, and John Plaster, to name only several. 
But, few of us realized at the time that while our tours of 
duty in SOG were generally for one year - the Kingbee 
pilots flew the deadly missions across the fence for eight 
years - if they survived. 

Additionally, because we were participants in a secret 
war, few took notes, fewer took photographs of those days 

Continued on page 72 
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Plus a FREE "super-shock" fighting video you won't EVERforget once you see it ... a 
special offer for "Soldier of Fortune" Readers ONLY! 

"You Do NOT Want To Be The Guy 
Who Hasn't Seen These 

Ultra-Vicious Jailhouse Secrets!" 
It's simple, easy, and utterly-devastating against larger (or multiple} opponents in tight spaces ... 

especially when you're the obvious underdog in the fight. 
Best part: You can see it all for FREE. 

Dear F ri end, 
I bave somethin g here for you ... that no

holds-barred fi ghters worldwide have been 
begging to see for years. 

This is the FIRST time this stuff has ever 
been shown to civilians like this. Until we 
convinced this feared ex-con to reveal every
thing, the only way fi ghters could get ahold of 
the detail s .. . was to be invited to learn them. 

Well , this is your special invitation. It is 
good fo r exactly 11 days from today, so you 
can't screw around and wait. Still, I've ar
ranged it so that you can see everythjng ... 

For Free, 
If You Choose. 

f' ll explain in a second. 
First, let me tell you WHY you desperately 

need to listen to this brutal ex-con. 
Here's the story: No-holds-barred fight

ers all agree on one thing - there 's only one 
"real" cage on this planet wbere " real" no
holds-barred fi ghting occnrs. 

And that cage is prison. 
ln every joint in the country, there are rooms 

where the guards never go ... where there are 
no cameras ... and where the convicts sneak 
into ... to establish who lives, and who dies be
hind bars. 

Just being a convict doesn't give you any 
special fi ghting powers. A lot of guys come 
out so battered and beaten, they're ghosts. 
Empty, hollow victims. 

But then there are the few guys who take 
the opportunjty ... and hone their fi ghting sblls 
to such lethal levels ... that, on the "outside", 
soldiers and cops and streetfighters BEG to 
learn their secrets. 

James Painter doesn't look like one of the most 
feared fighters in the world. No. He's ove1weight 
and let's just say he 's NOT in great shape. 

So, when he tell s you that you do NOT 
need strength ... or special agility ... or even 
lots of sweaty practice to "get" this system 
down ... you can believe him. He doesn't prac
tice. And few of the guys he 's taught practice. 

They just kick serious ass. No holds barred. 
James did 37 months in the federal prison 

system for possession of a sawed-off shotgun. 
He's not a rapist, not a burglar, not a ve1y nasty 
guy at all. He just I ived in a bad part of town ... 
and owning a "shunt gun" seemed like a good 

By Bob Pierce, President, TRS Advanced Systems 

idea . Until he got caught. 
James knew a Little bit about fighting when 

he aiTived at his cell block. Had a couple of black 
belts and even some streetfighting credibility. 

Which, he quickly discovered, did him 
absolutely NO GOOD AT ALL inside those 
cramped prison walls. This shocked and dis
mayed him - and because he was "tai·geted" 
early by some lifers (who had nothing to lose 
by killing him), he had just one choice: Find 
a way to fight that worked in tight spaces, 
against multiple attackers. 

Prison ain't funny. Guys on the outside 
joke about "dancing with your cell mate" , or 
"some guy making you his bitch" ... but on 
the inside, that bnd of humiliation and deg
radation is REAL. 

And you do NOT want to be anybody's bitch. 
Which means .. . you better know how to earn 

respect fast. AND .. . even more important... you 
better learn how to take out the psychopaths 
who don'tgive a rat 's ass about respect. There 
are guys inside who just want to fight, and kill , 
and humiliate. They don ' t figure out the 
"odds" of taking you on ... they just get into it 
with you. 

They ' re sick. They ' re ugly. And they're 
the most vicious, uncaring, hard-to-put-down 
opponent you will ever meet, anywhere. 

And none of your black belt nonsense will 
do a thing to stop them. Break their arm, their 
nose, their cheek bone ... tie them up in knots 
on the ground ... choke them within a breath of 
dying ... and they will STILL get right back 
up and come back after you. 

These assholes are strong, too. Crazy
strong. They don't register pain like you do, 
either. And, worse ... they ' re in prison for 
LIFE ... so they have nothing to lose. Ever. 
They will eat you alive and take a nap as if 
nothing happened. 

Very scaiy place for anyone who doesn 't know 
how to fight the RIGHT way in closed places. 

James hit the jackpot, however. He met an 
inmate -- half Native American -- named 
"Skip" who had long ago perfected a fighting 
system he called "Rock and Roll" . It was de
signed specifically for no-holds-barred fight
ing in tight spaces ... against the worst oppo
nents imaginable. It was designed ... and per
fected ... inside prison walls. 

But Sbp didn ' t teach it to James right away. 
James had to beg, and watch his ass, and bribe 
Sbp for months before he earned the "right" 
to learn this amazing fighting system. Took 
him two years of sweating bullets to convince 
Skip to teach him the secrets. 

And it saved his life. 
What you are about to see ... are the secrets to: 

•Instantly dropping ANYONE who picks a 
fight with you ... 

• With a split-second move that will leave 
him completely wasted on the ground, 
unable to fight back. .. 

•PLUS .. . you ' ll learn two more moves that 
will devastate anyone who has surprised 
you .. . 

• Or come at you with friends, from all sides .. . 
• Or got you on the ground. 

It doesn 't matter where you are, or who 
y ou 're fighting against. The super-painful, 
special "soft" targets you ' 11 learn about are on 
EVERYBODY. .. and, when you know how to 
"access" them, you 'II be the most FEARED 
person in the room 

No matter what. 
The ONLY reason James is now offering to 

teach a small number of guys like you ... is that 
Skip has urged him to do so. 

He doesn't want the secrets to die out. 
There are only 5 people on the planet who 
know the secrets .. . and 4 of them are lifers in 
prison. James is the ONLY one who got out. 
Skip has decided it's time to let more people 
in on the skills .. . so "Rock and Roll" can earn 
its rightful place among top fighters . 

Let me tell you: If you EVER get in a fight, 
whether it 's in a parking lot, or in the hallway 
of your own house ... or in a place as tight as a 
prison cell... 

You Do NOT Want To Be The Guy 
Who Hasn't Seen These Secrets! 
This is the most raw, vicious, and pure-

gore system I 've ever witnessed. It scares the 
hell out me - which makes me GLAD I've 
seen it. 

That's all you need to do, too: Just SEE it. 
Just watch the video we've prepared, one time. 
It's that simple and easy. 

Also, as I already said ... 
• You don 't have to be strong ... 



• Or loose and limber ... 
• Or have any previous fighting experience. 

Nope. This system is so scaled-down 
basic that. ... 

There Are Only 
3 Moves! 

That's all you need. 
Doesn 't matter if you 're fighting toe-to-toe 

against a boxer or martial artist. .. or you're on 
the ground, underneath an experienced grap
pler ... or shoved into a comer with a guy twice 
your size on your back. 

None of that matters. 
These astonishing 3 simple moves work 

in EVERY situation. Every time. Against 
every opponent (or multiple opponents). 

This "Rock and Roll" system has been 
"field tested" against gang enforcers ... noth
ing-to-lose psycho lifers ... and the worst sort 
of human garbage that ends up in the joint. It 
works like magic. 

It's the ONE simple system you can rely 
on, no matter where you need it. 

The no-holds-barred professionals are 
thrilled about this. Martial artists are saying 
"goodbye" to their old training ... and relying 
on "Rock and Roll" instead when it counts. 
And, though this system is still almost UN
KNOWN in the general fighting world ... it's 
set to change everything anyone believes about 
true "fight to the death" skills. 

Best of all... I've arranged it so you can 
see everything ... 

For Free, 
If You Choose! 

Here's the deal: It's as simple and straight
forward as I can imange it. I have here in my 
office a package with your name on it. Inside 
are 3 video tapes we just completed with James. 
In these videos, he reveals EVERYTHING you 
need to know about "Rock and Roll". 

One of the tapes is yours to keep, free, no 
matter what. It's James' gift to you, just for 
checking the package out. 

The other two tapes cover, in detail , the ba
sics of the "Rock and Roll" fighting system. 
Remember, there are only 3 moves to learn. 

That means, you can just WATCH these vid
eos ... and "get" the system. You don't even 
need to practice. 

You just need to SEE this stuff in action. 
One time. 

You do not risk a penny by checking these 
videos out. The way I've arranged it, all you 
need to do is order them ... and take a full year 
to check them out for yourself. Watch them, 
treat them like yours ... and, if at the end of the 
year... you aren't convinced they are the BEST 
fighting skills you could ever possess ... then 
simply return them. I will refund your entire 
"trial" purchase price, no questions asked. 

No hassles, either. 
Your word is all I need. 
That means you get a ... 

100% Money-Back No Risk 
Guarantee 

For One Entire Year! 
Why am I being so generous? Because 

this is prison stuff That makes some people a 
little nervous ... and I want you to feel com
pletely confident about checking this system 
out yourself. 

My gamble is simple: I am so sure you'll 
be delighted and amazed by what you find ... 
that you won 't want to return anything. You ' ll 
want to keep it... because it really is the big
gest bargain in fight training today. 

You won't find this material anywhere else, 
for any price. It just doesn ' t exist outside the 
small circle of fighters that James has person
ally trained. 

Here's what you need to do now: Just 
call my office at 1-800-899-8153 and tell who
ever answers you want "the Rock and Roll 
tapes". You can use your credit card. You'll 
be charged $69 (plus $7 for shipping and han
dling) ... but you can have your purchase price 
refunded at any time in the next year, just on 

r--------------------------~ 
James Painter's Prison 
"Rock N Roll" Fighting System 
For fastest service use your credit card and Call Toll-FREE 

1·800-899-8153 (Dept RR-21) 
0 YES! Rush me this amazing tape package, including the free tape I get to keep no matter 
what. I don't want to be that guy who hasn 't seen this vicious stuff- and I also understand that 
simply watching these tapes will il1Stantly "install" every skill I need to know. And thanks for 
guaranteeing my satisfaction for an entire year - that means, if I'm not happy for any reason, I 
can get a fast refund with no questions asked. And I'll have seen these secrets for FREE. That 's 
too good an offer to pass up. Here's my ordering info: Here's how I want to pay: 

0 Enclosed is my check/money order (payable to TRS) for $76 (plus $69 plus $7 S&H) 

0 I want to pay by credit card: 0 Visa 0 MasterCard 0 Discover 0 AmEx 

Card#-------- - ----- Name: ______________ _ 

Expires __ _ Address:. _ ___________ _ _ 

Signature City ST __ Zip. ___ _ 

YRS • 606 East Acequia • Department RR-21 • Visalia, CA 93292 
CA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for "2-dayn shipping and $15 for 

I. - - -~~m~ s:;:i'!!:o:: :!;'~Y :ir;.;d:::ai.:f:! c;:_s~2,;!1~m.:in:a:. - - - - .I 

your say-so. Simply return the tapes. (But 
keep the third tape, which is yours free.) 

If you prefer to pay by check or money or
der (payable to TRS), just fill out the enclosed 
yellow Priority Order Form, and mai l it in the 
postage-paid envelope with your payment. 
That 's all there is to it. 

There's just one "catch": You must order 
within immediately. 

The reason for this is simple: James insisted 
on severely limited distribution of these hot 
tapes. He is willing to share - for the first 
time ever - the secrets of thjs amazing sys
tem ... but he does NOT want to share it with 
anyone who cannot instantly see the value in it. 

He originally wanted to limit this release to 
just 33 tapes ... but I convinced him to extend 
the initial release to 181 videos, to give you a 
better shot at checking it out yomself. 

Still, those 181 videos will be snatched up 
quick. So you cannot wait or delay on this. 

Just watching these tapes will change 
you, instantly. You will experience the kind 
of confidence that comes with knowing how 
to obliterate ANYONE, of any size or skill or 
strength, who comes after you. 

This is vicious stuff - NOT what you 'd 
want to use to quiet down your uncle who got 
drunk and obnoxious at a party. 

But it is EXACTLY what you want to 
know ... when the chips are down, and your life 
is at stake. 

Make no mistake - what you are about to 
see is over-the-top vicious. It will shock and 
alarm you. 

But at least you'll know it. And you ' ll never 
be the guy who doesn't expect it in the clutch. 
You just never want to be that guy. 

Call right now, while you're thinking 
about it. You don't risk a penny ... and you get 
to see the most sought-after fight training in 
the world. 

Man , l am seriously glad I know these 
moves are out there. 

Sine~ 

~~ 
P.S. Almost forgot - when you get the 

video package, you'll also get a FREE video 
on "Improvised Weapons" that will blow 
your mind. It's yours to keep, too, no matter 
what - a gift, just for checking thi s stuff out. 

You have NEVER seen improvised weap
ons like this before. This ain't usiJ1g keys, or 
snapped-off car atteneas, or cell phones ... be
cause, in the joint, these "normal" improvised 
weapons just do not exist. 

Nope. You'll know how to make weapons 
from almost NOTHING. Deadly stuff, too, that 
will give you an edge no matter where you end 
up, or what you have to fight against. 

This is priceless info you won't find any
where outside the small , cramped world of 
guys who have survived prison with their dig
nity and health intact. 

Amazing stuff. 
But you gotta hurry. After this limited dis

tribution is exhausted, this offer vanishes like 
a cell door slamming shut. 



Should Journalists 

Carry 
The Pen And The Sword In Combat 

C
ivilian war correspondents in the U.S. military's 
"embed" program for Operation Iraqi Freedom were 
forbidden to carry defensive sidearms, a dramatic 
change of policy in place since at least World War 11. 

It was a decis ion not made lightly, said a general officer 
who participated in talks with correspondents and bureau 
chiefs immediately prior to the outbreak of hostilities 
between the U.S. and Iraq. "Some of them wanted to be 

armed," he said, "and it was difficult to deny them that. 
But we told them, "look, al-Jazeera and other Arab world 
news outlets are going to be embedded as well as 
Americans and British. And the first time one of them sees 
an armed American news reporter, he'll be able to tell his 
readers or viewers there is no such thing as objectivity in 
the U.S . media." 

The new Pentagon effort to accommodate war correspon-

{left to right) Bob Poos, 
then a correspondent 
with AP and subse
quently an SOF man
aging editor, Rick 
Morrow, of AP, and 
R. W Apple, Jr., New 
York Times bureau 
chief carry the tools of 
their trade in Vietnam, 
in 1966: Two have 
cameras, one a type
writer - but all have 
personal firearms. 
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dents provides for embedding correspondents (including 
photographers and electronic media technicians) with specif
ic units ranging from infantry companies to aircraft carriers. 
About 700 of them participated in the "Second Gulf War." 

Besides being forbidden to carry self-defense weapons, 
the correspondents had little or no freedom of lateral move
ment - like, for example, catching a helicopter ride from a 
unit in the First Marine Division to one in the Third Infantry 
Division. Such skipping around to find the action was com
mon in Vietnam, where there were virtually no restrictions 
on reporters' movements. But it was nonexistent in the last 
Gulf War, where press coverage was perhaps more restricted 
than any other war in U.S. history. 

Military brass felt they'd gotten a bum rap from super-crit
ical Vietnam correspondents, many of whom never left the 
safety and comfort of Saigon. The Pentagon apparently fig
ured they didn't appreciate the freedom they were granted. 
Some Vietnam correspondents, again mostly those who 
stayed in Saigon, complained in turn that the military lied to 
or misled them. lt was all much more complicated than those 
two extremes, but the Pentagon apparently decided in the 
first Gulf War that little or no access would result in less crit
ical coverage. That proved true to a certain extent, but howls 
about the policy itself dictated change of some sort. 

Hence the embed experiment. This began with sort of a 
one-week boot camp in which correspondents who hoped to 
be future "embeds" got some classroom schooling on military 
history and practices, and in-the-field training as well. The 
first of these was at the Marine Corps base, Quantico, just 
south of Washington, D.C. , where many of the potential war 
correspondents were located. Since then, others· have been 
held at Army bases and aboard Navy ships. 

Marines first 
The Marines invented the concept of embedding corre

spondents with infantry units 86 years ago and although it 
never before had that name, it has been hugely successful. 

Brigadier General Andrew Davis, Marine Corps Director 
of Public Affairs, explained: 

"Back in World War I, we embedded Floyd Gibbons, pos
sibly the most famous war correspondent of his era, with a 
Marine regiment at Belleau Wood. He got an eye shot out but 
survived and made the Marines famous. " (The Army at the 

As with other war-zone professionals in WW II and 
Korea, the .30 Carbine was frequently the personal 
arm of choice for those whose primary job was not to 
fight, but to lead, heal, communicate - or in this 
case of reporter Bob Poos on patrol with a Special 
Forces unit in Vietnam, record the events for history. 

time thought this was most unfair because cen
sorship forbade identifying regiments by number 
but there were only two Marine regiments in the 
entire AEF, yet there was no rule against calling 
them Marines.) 

Davis continued, "then we embedded Joe 
Rosenthal at lwo jima and the rest is history." 

Previously, the military's policy on armed 
correspondents was simply to have no declared 
policy. It left the decision whether to carry 
weapons for self-defense up to the individual 

correspondent. 
Norm Hatch, a retired Marine Corps major who spent 

most of his career as a combat photographer/reporter and 
PIO, explained WW II practices: ''They [correspondents] 
were given a distinctive shoulder patch worn on an officer's 
uniform which was supposed to protect them as a noncom
batant in case of capture. In addition, all correspondents 
were given the status of field grade [major] to ease their life 
[if they became] a prisoner. If they had a weapon on them, it 
might not bode well." 

However, Hatch added, "this isn't to say that there 
undoubtedly were some individuals that carried a personal 
.38 revolver." 

Another Marine combat correspondent, Sam Stavisky, 
commented, "1 met up with six or eight civilian correspon
dents in Guadalcanal and the Solomons and never knew one 
to carry a weapon, except for a bottle of booze." 

Thus in WW II and Korea, most correspondents did not 
carry weapons. But in those conflicts very few war corre
spondents got close to the actual fighting. Other than pho
tographers, whose job required them to be at the scene of 
action, most correspondents covered the conflicts from regi
mental or division headquarters or even further removed 
from the nastiness of close-up combat. 

There were some who did live with the troops, of course. 
Men like Ernie Pyle of Scripps-Howard News Service, per
haps the best-known war correspondent of all time, and his 
friend and competitor, Hal Boyle of the Associated Press. 
(Boyle used to wryly refer to himself as 'the poor man's 
Pyle.') Pyle was killed covering an Army landing in the 
Pacific near war's encl. Boyle survived to cover the early 
stages of Vietnam. Neither carried weapons. 

But there was at least one notable exception to the 
unarmed writer in the European Theater. Novelist Ernest 
Hemingway, accredited to Colliers Magazine, was always 
armed to the teeth and even recruited his own little combat 
command, a group of Frenchmen who claimed to have been 
resistance fighters during the German occupation. Witnesses 
reported, however, that Hemingway and his horde killed 
many more bottles of vin rouge than they did Germans. 

Vietnam was another matter. It was at the same time a 
war of conventional military formations fighting one anoth
er on a defined battlefield (North Vietnamese vs. the U.S. 

28 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! · www.sofmag.com • SOLDIE R OF FORTUNE ~ MARCH 200 4 



It puts the ultimate survival tool directly into YOUR hands ... 

"If You Were Forced To S_pend One Day As An 
Inmate Inside The Worst Prison In America And 

Were Allowed Just ONE Thing To Guarantee Your 
Survival ... This Would Be It!'' 

Now, a Totallv Different Program reveals the one constant that allows YOU to not just 
level the play ing field but actually tilt it in your favor. .. regardless of the odds against you. 

by Paul T homas 

Y
ou round a corner. .. and suddenly a huge hand 
grabs your shoulder. The grip is so intense all 
you fee l are daggers of pa in down your back 

... and ihat knife resting aga inst your throat. 

Say ' hi ' to Jake ... twice in prison for am1ed robbery, 
life for this sociopathic scumbag has gone to he ll and 
you're about to become the reason he's headed back .. 

"Oh shi t, what do I do now?" 

If that's ymtr reaction ... don ' t feel bad. It's a lmost 
everyone's response .. . regardless of background or 
train ing! 

It isn 't your faul t. It's just that nothing has prepared 
you to hand le worst-case, over-the-edge vio lence . .. 
the kind you expect to see only in PRISON. But what 's 
frightening is this: crime stats show 83.7% .. nearly 
everyone ... will face th is nightmare a t least once in 
our li fe ... and it won' t be in prison! 

Wouldn' t it be nice to never wony about Jake? To 
have that voice ins ide con fi de ntl y say, " Hey, if 
something happens, I've got it covered ! Doesn ' t matter. 
He's got a pipe? So what. A gun? Not to worry." 

A fantasy? Not any more. Tim Larkin, creator of 
Target-Forns'" Training, the # I rated self-protection 
system in the world today, g ives you just tha t. 

In a dari ng move w ith po te nt ia ll y se ri o us 
ramifications. he's re leased a W EA PO S-focused 
version of his TFTsystem that shows you how to defeat 
a vio lent crim ina l in a WORSE-than-worst-case 
scena rio -- in prison! A fter seeing his program .. a li fe
o r-death confronta tion in a dark alley is a piece of cake. 

Not only does this new series take you ins ide the 
crimina l mind. it goes way beyond ... showing you how 
and why you must fi rst learn to USE a weapon.. if 
you ever hope to defeat a criminal using it against you! 
Highly unconventional and extremely controversial it 
teaches you how to get your focus o ff the weapon .. 
and onto defeating the REAL threat. 

Packed into a tight video series, it's cold, calculated 
and very straightforward. There's no hype or bullshi t. 
Just a total focus on dealing with vio lence. 

You ' ll be shocked a t it's focus on acti on a nd 
s impl ifica tion. A criminal is a ll about s implicity-- ' '.just 
stab him."' Complicate how you deal w ith him and his 
simplicity wins ... every time. That's part of why this 
system is un like anything you've seen before! 

But the program isn ' t about posturing, then gett ing 
into say, a kni fe fi ght. You may be good at knife 
fighting. Who cares. The rea l issue is: if you 're involved 
in a violent crime and you need to bash someone's 
head in to save your li fe ... can you do it? 

J im, a highly ranked spec op guy w ho saw pa11s of 
the videos noted, " If I ever walked through the gates 
of prison this is exactly what I'd need to know." And 
before you snicker about " never be ing in pri son", 
remember this: run into .lake ... and you A RE there ! 

During filming a woman holding the boom mic 
commented, "You can' t show that. It's illegal! " 

WRONG! That's w hy La rkin re leased hi s new 

material in this format. Virtually everyone puts mies 
or restric tions into their self-protection system -- often 
without knowing it. Face a predator w ithout morals o r 
rules like yours and you' re screwed. When it becomes 
li fe-or-death, you need to be able to go whole-hog .. 
and this new program shows you whole-hog -- plus! 

These videos will instantly change your mindset 
on how you picture yourself in a vio lent confrontation 

regardless o f your training or whose videotapes 
you've watched. Even the militaiy ones. 

That's the world Larkin comes from so he knows it 
intimately. Yet he spends little time talking about his years 
as a spec op Naval o fficer because that just focuses on 
what he 's done ... and not what YOU get from his system! 

He's quick to note that military systems notoriously 
are outdated and inefficient when dealing with on-the
street criminal v io lence. Sophisticated weapons and 
profic ient ope rato rs mean hand- to-weapon training 
takes a back seat. Fine for them ... bad fo r you. 

It's why even though he trains military, government 
and law enforcement he 's focused his e fforts on worst
case c ivilian vio lent confrontati ons w ith dramatic 
success. He's trained individuals around the g lobe ( in 
2003 in Europe, Mexico and Australia, and even on a 
private ctuise ship in the Baltic Sea); next year it's the 
Middle East and Asia. Real vio lence in the US o~en 
pales compared to the everyday international vio lence 
he's called in to prep for. 

But terrorism and escalating vio lence in the US 
has compe lled him to re lease his material in a dramatic 
new format. There's nobodv that' s ever shown it like 
this. Not even the mili tary. Everyone is terrified o f 
public reaction. 

Larkin's take: you must know what g ives you the 
g reatest chance for surviving a le tha l confrontation. 
" If it saves one life ... it ' ll be wot1h the hassle I know 
I ' m setting myse lf up for. To compe tently fi g ht 
someone with a weapon you need to know how to fight 
with one ... intimate ly. Now you' re gonna see it." 

Where others show you how to avoid a knife, he 
shows you how to work with and against it. They wind 
up empowering the kni fe. He puts vou in command! 

Some foo li s hl y fee l this s tu ff is too v io le nt, 
ignoring the fact you don' t need to push it to levels 
shown on these tapes. You can always ramp it down. 
It's j ust that you can ' t ramp it up and kill someone 
if you ' ve never done that before. 

Still he's taking a huge risk and w ill catch a lot of 
fl ack. Vio lence is ug ly, vic ious and upsetting and you' ll 
sec lots of disclaimers running across the screens of 
these v ideos. Some w ill be s hocked , di s mayed , 
offended and outraged that anvone would dare show 
this s tuff. T hey' ll ra ise a huge s tink .. . and do 
everything possible to get this yanked. But better you 
see this on video than have Jake show you in real life! 

Everything you' ll see here is vintage TFT. You learn 
to hurt someone very quickly (every sequence shows 
killing movements right from the start) . There 's no 
size, speed or quickness required. Anyone can learn 

thi s because it 's based o n 
princ iples no t o ne person 's 
skills. 

Guys that have been in the 
trenches for years, those w ho 
have seen ever ything, a re 
blow n awa y by th e s imple 
bruta lity and effectiveness of 
this system, by its total focus 
on YOU and the competence of 
Larkin 's instructors, including 
the ir knowl edge o f anatomy 
and how to inflict trauma on 

th e human b ody. Ea c h Tim Larkin, creator of 
instructor averages I 0 years of Torger-Focus Training 
tra ining, and Larkin himself 
has taught over 5,000 individuals worldwide. 

Surprising ly most of his instructors aren ' t 'j ocks'. 
Many have advanced degrees; five ho ld Ph.D's! When 
he says TFT is huilt on science ... he isn' t bullshitting. 
His advisory board includes two medical doctors who 
assure Larkin and hi s ins tructors offer accurate, 
sc ie ntific based , up-do-da te in fo rmation about 
inflicting trauma on the human body (that's w hy his 
system is so devasta ting: you learn not only the HOW. .. 
but the WHY). 

Unfo1t unate ly a program this controversia l isn' t for 
eve1y one . If you think see ing what it takes to survive 
in prison is overkill , that it 's " too letha l" or "too 
violent"; if you ' re uncomfortable us ing a knife o r 
dealing with how people try to ki ll you; if you think 
this program's about some predetermined movements 
or that you' re gonna see lots of cool setup techniques 
-- you can stop reading here. 

This stuff WILL set your hair on edge ... but realize 
a crimina l on the street (or locked up in the pen) al ready 
knows this ... he lives it every day. He doesn ' t need 
some video to learn from. That's why Larkin doesn ' t 
worry about this getting into the wrong hands. It 's 
already there. You ' re the one who needs to see it. And 
now ... for the very first time ... you can. 

Listen. I understand you may find all this hard to 
believe. Be fore I saw these videos that's how I felt too. 
Unfortunate ly there's not room here to adequately 
describe the shocking rea litv of what Larkin has 
created for vou. That's why he' s not asking for a penny 
of your money now. Instead he' ll spend his own cash to 
put a detailed Special Report into your hands that will 
prove everything you' ve just read and explaining more 
about why this program is so TOTALLY DIFFERENT 
from anything you've every seen before. 

A ll you need to do to get his F R EE report is to 
pick up the phone and call 888-811-9347. There's a 
short recorded message mid then you can leave your name 
and address so the repott can be mailed to you. Since it's 
voicemail you can call 24-hours a day. 7 davs a week 
and no one will hassel you. 

Don ' t foo l around and miss this opportunity. It 
doesn ' t cost you a thing. So go on-line or call right 
now. 

C 2003 Hurley and Withington - s 



and its allies, notably South Korea and 
Australia) and a guerrilla war of sur
prise, ambush, hit-and-run and con
comitant pursuit, of assassination in 
the night, reprisal and counter-reprisal 
- an atmosphere in which no one was 
safe. Actually, you couldn't be sure of 
the North Vietnamese regulars, either, 
as we shall see. 

Military Assistance Command (MAC-
Y) certainly had no firm policy against a 
correspondent being armed if he so 
chose. 

"Bao Chi" This 
-

Colonel ].D. Coleman, USA (Ret.), 
former Chief Public Information Officer 
for the First Airmobile Cavalry 
Division, recalls: "At the Cav, we 
thought nothing about it. But I think I 
recall a JUSPAO or MAC-V directive to 
correspondents when they checked in
country, warning them that carrying a 
weapon would lose the so-called securi
ty of the 'Bao Chi' (Press) tag that some 
folks would wear on their field gear." 

Coleman continued, "Charlie Black, 
of course, carried. He started out with a 

"Talce The Rifle!" 
Joe Galloway, author of We Were 

Soldiers Once, And Young, as a war 
correspondent in Vietnam, said 
"Shoot you with which ever seems the 
right weapon. I also carried a Colt .38-
special belt gun. [Col. Charlie] 
Beckwith, when I was leaving Plei 
Me, noticed I had no weapon and 
ordered a SGM to fetch me an M 16 
and a sack full of magazines. I told 
him that in spite of what he had had 
me doing for the last 3-4 days and 
nights - manning a machine gun - I 
was still, technically speaking, a non
combatant. 'Ain 't no such thing in 
these mountains, boy. Take the rifle!' I 
took the rifle and was carrying it and 
20 full magazines plus about a thou
sand rounds of boxed ammo in my 
pack when I got off the bird in LZ X
Ray. I had learned the first law of com
bat: Carry all the water and ammo 
you can hump. You can't eat if you 
are fuckin' dead ... " 

Vietnam as a correspondent, but let 
him hitchhike a ride with the Cavalry 
Division. He lived with the troops, ate 
their chow, wore the same uniforms 
and for all intents and purposes was 
one of them. 

When Charlie went out on an opera
tion with an infantry company, they 
knew that he had been in a tough outfit 
and seen more combat than any of 
them. And when he wrote about them, 
he wrote with the authority of having 
done the same things they had - down 
to and including eating the ham and 
lima bean edition of C rations, detested 
by one and all and known as "Ham and 
'Mammies. ' " Of course, Charlie was 
armed and a few times he fought as 
hard as any of the troops he was cover
ing at the time. And if Charlie Black 
was with the Army in the Middle East, 
he'd be armed and I'd pity anybody 
who'd try to stop him. 

No Restrictions 
I don't recall getting any sort of 

warning against carrying a weapon 

Schmeisser (German WW II 9mm sub-machine gun) but he 
also had a .38 revolver when he wanted to carry light. " 

when I went through my MAC-V brief
ing as a brand new Associated Press correspondent. I do 
recall my thoughts on the subject: That anyone who went to 
a war and didn't have a firearm on his shoulder or at his side Charlie Black was one of the real characters of the 

Vietnam War - military or civilian. A former Marine Raider 
of WW II, he was the military editor of the Columbus, Ga., 
Ledger-Enquirer, sort of the First Cav's hometown newspaper. 
The paper wouldn't spend the money to send Black to 

was nuts. 
I modified that somewhat after I met AP photographer 

Henri Huett and observed him at work in firefights . I think, 
and lots of people agree with me, that Henri Huett was the 
best and bravest news photographer in Vietnam. In a sense, 
Henri didn't just cover Vietnam, he was Vietnam; his mother 
was Vietnamese and his father a Frenchman, planter and big
game hunting guide out of Pleiku. He learned photography 
while doing his time in the French Army in the first Vietnam 
War - and spent much of his service with the French 
Foreign Legion. 

Henri never carried a weapon. Not even when the situation 
seemed desperate. Once we were with a First Cav company 
that got surrounded by a couple of battalions of North 
Vietnamese. I picked up a rifle and used it, but Henri just kept 
on doing his job - taking pictures for the AP. In so doing, he 
was exposed to hostile fire more than any soldier in the unit. 
He paid absolutely no attention to incoming rounds, even 
though hey were missing him by inches. 

Still, troops usually indicated that they liked to see an 
armed newsman because it indicated they would not have to 
worry about taking care of him. But perhaps because of his 
indifference to danger or maybe because of his unfailing good 
humor and cheerful nature, no one ever questioned Henri's 
ability to take care of himself. Henri was killed along with 
photographers Larry Burrows, Kent Potter (UPI), and K. 

Former Marine - but in this picture a war correspondent -
Steve Stibbens accompanies an American SF unit on patrol in 
Vietnam in 1963 - with a camera around his neck, and a .30 
carbine slung from his shoulder. 
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Soldier Of Fortune correspondents have usually gone armed 
into hostile ADs from Afghanistan, to Cambodia, Nicaragua and 
beyond. Here, SOF Editor/Publisher Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, 
USAR (Rel.) is shown prior to a military op with Lt. Col. Jorge 
Cruz, then-Morazon Department Commander, at San Francisco 
Gotera, El Salvador. Brown carries a Winchester .338 Magnum 
sniping rifle, while Cruz has an M16A1. 

Shimamoto (Pan-Asia/Newsweek) when their helicopter was 
shot down along the Ho Chi Minh Trail during the lam Son 
719 incursion of Laos late in the war. 

Personal weapons were not difficult to acquire in 
Vietnam. My first one was a 6-inch-barrel Colt .38 Special. 
An Air Force pilot sold it to me for $25. But shortly there
after, a CIA pal took me to the agency's armory in Pleiku and 
let me have my choice of what they had on hand. And what a 
choice it was: virtually every submachine gun and semi-auto
matic pistol available on the international arms market -
and none traceable. I settled on a Browning Hi-Power 9mm, 
which I have to this day. 

And I put some rounds downrange in a few cases when 
it seemed that was the best way to help ensure witnessing 
the next sunrise. Joining in the "mad minute ," first thing 
at daybreak when everyone in the unit emptied a magazine 
or two into the treetops and surrounding brush, seemed 
not only appropriate but a great way to release some pent
up emotions. 

And I was not the only Vietnam newsman who was armed. 
Rick Merron, AP photographer and former 82nd Airborne 
paratrooper, always carried a snub-nose S&W .38 Special, 
and AP Pulitzer Prize winner Peter Arnett, a New Zealand 
native, carried a variety of handguns. Arnett's ego problem 
and a penchant to embellish the truth later got him fired from 
CNN and most notably from WNBC and National Geographic 
magazine for making what amounted to propaganda broad
casts on Iraq's state-owned TV network. 

UPI's Joe Galloway, author of the fine book We Were 
Soldiers Once - and Young, an account of the Seventh 
Cavalry's battle at LZ X-Ray, manned a corner Ml919A6 
machine gun for three days at the siege of Plei Me Special 
Forces Camp, picked up an Ml6 during X-Ray and was 
photographed carrying a Carl Gustav model 9mm subma
chine gun. 

Steve Stibbens had the unusual status of having been both 
a military writer/photographer covering the Vietnam war and 
later doing the same as a civilian - for the AP. Stibbens said, 
"In my five years in 'Nam, I carried a weapon once. In 1963 
on a 10-day mountain patrol with three Special Forces 
sergeants, 85 Ko Ho Montagnards and AP photographer 
Horst Faas (another AP Pulitzer Prize winner, and a German 
national who as child had served in the Hitler Youth and 
manned an anti-aircraft gun in the final stages of WWII). We 
were working ambushes out of Dam Pao, a little post just 
west of Da lat. Since I was a Marine combat correspondent 
at the time, the SF insisted that I carry an M2 carbine with a 
banana magazine. Six days out we were ambushed - a cou
ple of bullets impacted between my feet. Even then I chose to 
hit the deck on my back behind a stump and shoot pictures 
until things settled down. 

Opinions Change 
"When I went back to 'Nam in '67 as a civilian war corre-

spondent for the AP, I was truly a noncombatant." 
Stibbens explained why he didn't carry a defensive 

weapon: "Extra weight in that awful heat and humidity was 
the main factor. " But he added, "next time I think I'd carry a 
weapon, perhaps a Beretta 9mm or an Ml6. " 

The theory that being an unarmed "non-combatant" will be 
a plus if taken into captivity is not always a sound one. 

John Cantwell is one example. John worked for me when 
I was AP Chief Correspondent in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
and he manned the subordinate AP office in Singapore. John 
was bored with the job, which was largely economics report
ing, and unhappy with his pay, so he applied for a job with 
Time Magazine in Hong Kong. The Time Bureau Chief in 
Hong Kong was a personal friend from when we both covered 
Vietnam, and he sent me a note asking about John's qualifi
cations. I recommended him as a solid writer and accurate 
reporter but added the caveat, "for God's sake, don't send 
him to Vietnam because he's just the kind of a guy who gets 
himself killed in a war." 

So Time hired John and immediately sent him to Vietnam, 
just before the Tel Offensive of 1968. John and three other 
relatively inexperienced correspondents boarded their open 
landrover and made the mistake of driving to the wrong end 
of a refugee column - where the bad guys were North 
Vietnamese regulars, who were causing the refugee flood. 
One of the correspondents rolled out of the vehicle and, bent 
over, mingled with the fleeing Vietnamese civilians. 

The other three , including John, threw up their hands 
and yelled "Bao Chi, Bao Chi! " (Press , Press!). The surviv
ing correspondent and some South Vietnamese in the crowd 
who spoke English, later said they heard a North 

Continued on page 73 
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FARNAM'S GUNSLINGER DIARY + BY .JOHN FARNAM 

The Mossberg M590A 1 

I have new Mossberg 590Al pump shotgun (12ga.) that I 
have been using for the last several weeks. It makes a 

nice package! 
It came with an 18-in. barrel, speed-feed stock (four extra 

rounds in the · stock itselO, and larg~, rugged, ghost-ring 
sights. The rear sight is well-protected, and the front sight is 
beefy and easy to see. The magazine tube holds five rounds. 
I surely like the Remington 870 also, but Remington doesn't 
offer such a complete package from the factory. 

There is a slight learning curve with the speed-feed stock, 
but it is plenty fast and extremely convenient. It doesn't mod
ify the gun's outline or create a snag as does a sidesaddle. 

In some states and jurisdictions, military rifles are aggres
sively regulated. In most of those same areas, shotguns are 
essentially unregulated. Indeed, the demand for Urban-Rifle 
training in those areas is low (outside the law-enforcement 
community), but the demand for defensive shotgun training 
remains high, and probably will for the foreseeable future. 

As a patrol shotgun, it is hard to beat. Also makes a nice 
"bedroom gun." Highly recommended! 

We have received these comments on the Mossberg 590Al 
from users: 

"We have several Mossberg 590s here at the police range 
with over 100,000 rounds through them, mostly slugs. They 
have all had minimal maintenance and are still perfectly ser
viceable. 

Some important notes on the Mossb.erg: 

"For some reason, the guns are shipped from the factory 
with a coating of grease on the internal fire-control mecha
nism. This sometimes causes sluggish operation. A detailed 
disassembly of new guns is recommended to remove the 
grease and restore full reliability. This degree of disassembly 
should only be performed by an armorer. It's standard proce
dure with new 590s here. 

"The red insert on the front sight is sometimes loose. 
We've had a number of them fall out. When it gets loose, it 
needs to 'be re-staked and epoxied back in place. Of course, 
without it, the gun is still functional. I don't consider colored 
sight inserts particularly important ... 

"The springs in speed-feed stocks will sometimes take a 

set, causing the second shell to 
fa}! to come all the way forward. 
One can still get it out. It's just 
sluggish. I usually just stretch 
the spring, and that lasts six months or so. 

"The 590's manual safety lever is plastic and breaks now 
and then. Brownell's makes a metal replacement, and I rec
ommend it. 

"By the way, the Mossberg is the only shotgun that has a 
military-specification manual safety. With the manual safety 
"on," the gun is genuinely drop-safe. 

Not so with most other shotguns." 

A friend on active duty commented on the Mossberg 590: 

"We used 590s in Panama and they proved themselves 
both reliable and durable. We put 10,000 rounds per year 
through each of them with minimal armorer maintenance. 
Concur with your advice on replacing the plastic manual 
safety lever: It doesn't last long under field conditions. 

"When I arrived in Panama and took command of a secu
rity platoon, two of our site posts used 590s, modified with 
after-market pistol grips and no shoulder stock (about as use
less a contraption as can be imagined!). Upon touring the 
posts the first clay I asked the Marines if they had ever 
trained with the shotgun in that configuration. To my sur
prise, they had not. 

"I insisted that the pistol-grip-equipped shotguns be 
brought to the range for our weekly 'port and starboard' 
firearms training. Sure enough, the Marines had little prob
lem handling the shotguns when shooting light (birdshot) 
tni,ining rounds. However, when 00 Buck and slugs were 
fired , the guns were utterly uncontrollable and completely 
inaccurate, no matter how they were held. The pistol grips all 
promptly cracked as well. 

"My Marines quietly approached me afterward and asked 
that the pistol grips be discarded and that factory stocks be 
reinstalled. That very day, they were!" 

Lesson: Emergency equipment should never be fielded. without 
ad.equate testing. What looks sexy and shiny in the showroom 
often disappoints in the field. How many times we've seen it! 

john Farnam may be reached. at]SFarnam@aol.com . ~ 
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Puts functional strength into every fiber of your being ... 

"The # 1 Total Body Fitness Program on the 
Planet - Turns You Into An Unstoppable Butt-Kicking 

Machine ... Damn Near Instantly" 
Follow the Legendary Routine That Simultaneously Catapults Your Strength, Endurance and 

Flexibility to record levels. Feel the results that tens of thousands are raving about worldwide ... 
by Frank Sherrill 

was rhe coral skeptic. Noc only had I lifted weights for 
years, bur afrer 2 1 years in rhe martial arcs and several rnore in 
rhe milirary, l rhoughr f'd seen it all. So 1 just didn'r believe 
Mart Furey when he said you can get kick-burr fir with body
wci\!,ht calisthenics, that f figured 1 went through in boorcamp. 
Besides, 1 could bench 400 and squat 625. So there's no way 1 
was going ro full for a routine char 1 figured I already knew. 
Been there, done rhar1 

Bur 1 couldn 't shake chis feeling char Furey m ight be right. 
1 had read abour the Great Gama of India, a wrestler who fol
lowed rhis program and was unbeaten in 5,000 marches. In 
rerms of size and srrength1 he was amazing. H e was 5 '7" and 
260 pounds of streaming steel. And rhar was in rhe early 
I 900's - long before steroids. 

f had heard char Bruce Lee did rhe exercises Furey reaches, 
too. And we all know abour Lee's incredible ripped , lean, mus
Cliiar look. Nor to mention how lighming fast and Au id he was. 

1 had heard char Herschel Walker, a Heisman Trophy 
winner and AU-Pro Rnnning back did 500 pushups and 
situps each day. So that made me think even more. 

And then the final straw was when I started to read all 
the testimonials that F11rey had collected &om fellow mili
tary (I have included several of them in this article). 

And cl1en, of course, there is Furey, the autho r of Co111bat 
Co11ditiouing and rhe man GRAPPUNG magazine dubbed 
"The King of Catch Wrestling." Furey has been featured in 
major martial arts mag;:izines around the world, has been o n rhe 
cover of several - and is cen ainly no slouch when it comes co 
having and using functional strength. He was a world champi
on in Shuai-chiao kung fu and a national coUcgiare champion 
wrestler. Some<hing raid me he had ro be telling the tru th. 

[ figu red rhe only way 1 would ever know for sure would be 
!!!. ~the program and use i!. [ raid myself lhar if what 1 was 
reading was nod1ing bur marketing hype - [ would not only be 
angry - but f would Jet everyone in the world know about iL 

So I boughr Furey's Co111bat Conditioning book and read 
iL fn the book he challenges the readers with a rest. I 00 Hindu 
squats, followed by 50 Hindu pushups, then a one-minute 
back bridge. 

Figuri ng this would be easy, I got scarred. Ar 40 Hindu 
squats my th ighs were bli tzed. l' rook about 90 seco nds; nor 
long compared ro my squat rourine at the gym. 

Next, I tried the Hindu pushups. Fun ny thing is my legs 
were still shaking. 1 d ipped down and pushed back. Ar 15 my 
arms were throbbing. This couldn't be. No way. I could bench 
Like th e.re's no tomorrow and this exercise was nuking me. 
f gave up at 27 reps. T his rook about 1.5 minutes, so my work
out had only been 2.5 minutes long. 

Then the bridge. After three unsuccessful attemprs of ten 
seconds, I gave up. The next day my legs, chest and arms were 
sore, but in a good way. I rhoughr my legs got I 0 rimes more 
work wirh weights, but I was wrong. 

Over the course of three months my body changed big 
rime. In fact, I've made a list of 12 of the most amazing bene
fits that r and thousands of others all over the world have 
gotten from the Combat Conditioning program. f' m betting 
these are imporrnnr ro you, roo: 

I. 1 blow-torched off my excess body far so q uickly that 
I could eat more than I normally did and still look 
better than ever. 

2. I packed and chiseled functional alllscle onto my 
legs, chest and back that I've never had before, 
even from weights. 

3. r simultaneously doubled my strength and Aexibilicy -
and did so without needing separate workouts for each. 

4. I quadrupled my end11rance inside of 30 days. Just 
think how much this helped my sparring. No m at
ter what, I NEVER get tired . 

5. The chronic back and shoulder pain I had from years 
of heavy squats, deadli frs and bench pressing went 
away with in a couple weeks. And much of thar pain 
had been wid1 me for nearly I 0 years. Jr's GONE now. 

6 . I sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no 
longer a goal. It's automatic. As soon as I hit the 
rack I'm out like a light. 

7 . My self-confidence knows no bounds. Especially 
when r got compliments from people who hardly 
paid attention to me before. I ho nestly believe there is 
nothing [ can not do. I'm on rap of rhe world. 

8. I can train anywhere. I don't need more than a few 
square feet of carpet or pavement and I'm all set. I 
have absolutely no excuses and my body is loving 
me for it. I don't need any equipment. Just my 
own bodyweight. 

9. I get a kick-butt workour done in 15 minutes or less. 
Sure, I could do mo re - bur l 've gorren incredible 
resulrs wich chis amount - so why ruin a good thing? 

IO. I've rurned back the clock. My friends tell me I 
look 5 - 10 years younger. Awesome!! 

11 . I have an explosive cype of strength that weights 
couldn't give me. My movements a.re super fuse even 
when I'm jusr screwing around. 

12. My m11Scles are like a pliable and powerful tiger -
ready to pounce on prey in a heartbeat. 

So there you have it. T he 12 reasons why Combat 
Conditio11ing is the best fimess program o n the planet. But 
forger about me. 

Take a look at what some others in the military have to 
say about this program: 

Matt, I am a US /vfarine stationed overseas. [ 1m1 also a 
wrestler!judoka and the Marine who developed the M11rine 
Corps /vfartial Arts Program. [use your courses regularly [ 
like your no-nonsense approach. Particularly as [ get older, 
botlyweight exercises are quick, flexible, all-encompassing and 
convenienr. Keep up the good work! 
Lt Colonel George Bristol - USMC 
Mi: F11re;1 
\\',to have been appl:)ling the principle of 'mastering your own 
body weight' to our football program and have been pleased. A 
12 - _J championship season !mt ye11r was our reward. Thank 
) 'Oil su: 
Bo1111er Cunni'ngs 
Yosemite, C4 
Dear Matt, 
\.'(!hen I got your book, [ changed my whole way of thinking 
about how one should trnin for Comb11tives. I run now tota/61 
off the weights, a11d, to tell you the truth, [have never felt 
better or been more flexible in my life. I feel great and have 
lost no size, strength, or muscle mn.ss ... as a result I scored 
the maximum number of points on the Army Physical Fitness 
test. HOOAH! You are doing gretu things, and I and the 
U.S. Army Officer Candidate School owe you a lot. 

Matt Furey. author of the best-selling Combat Conditioning. 

Dem· /vfatt, 
Being a U.S. /vlarine in a field unit, ! pend much of my time 
in Physical li-aining, and I'll admit, I thought that I was in 
peak physical condition. 2 months ago l began your Combat 
Co11ditio11ing progmm and quickly realized t!Jllt I had been 
missing something. While platoon PT consists of mostly miz
ning and incorporates some bodyweight exercises (i.e. pushups, 
pull-ups, crunches) J h11d been spending the bulk of my per
s0111t! tmining time in the weight room, lifting heavy. ft 
emb!lrmssed me the first time I tried to do a reverse pus/mp 
and couldn 'r. I haven't set foot in the weight room in the !mt 
2 months. My 3 mile run time has dropped to below 18 min-
1/fes, f've lost a good I 0 lbs and my body fat has dropped 4%. 
You Ctlrl see 1he difference and God knows, I can feel the dif
ference. f've introduced the rest of my squad to your program. 
Thanks for helping /IS kick ass and take names in ti hellish 
anti unjOrgiving 11111nnet: 
D "Bubba" Byng- LCPL, USMC 
"Golf" Co, MCS Battrdlio11 
Marr Furey's Combat Conditioning: F1111ctional Exercises 

for Fitness & Combat Sports has 48 super effective body
weigh t exercises along with seven different programs rhat wi ll 
gel you into kick-burr shape fas t. Be one of the first 25 people 
to order and you'll receive 3 free Special Reports on how to 

elim inate knee, back and shoulder pain. 
Your total invesrment in this no nonsense book is only 

$29 .95 plus $6 S&H U.S. (foreign o rders add $ 12). Order 
o nline at www.marrfurey.com. Or pick up the phone right 
now and call I 8 13 994 8267 to o rder. 

You can also send a money order to Matt Furey Enterprises, 
Inc., 10339 Birdwatch Drive, Tampa, FL, 33647. 

TREAT'EM ROUGH1 r----------------------------·--------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
CPT Judd D. Mahfouz - O Yes Please Send Me Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises & Combat Sports ! 
Infantry book for only $29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreign S&H), and if I'm one of the first 25 to order, I 
Dear /vb: Fure;1 I will also receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating knee, back and shoulder pain. 
let me say I have be11eflred a NAME: 
lot from both your Combat 
Conditio11ing and Combat ADDRESS: ------------------------ -------
Abs book. J am a Marine CITY 
srationed on Okinawa, japan -------- ----
and I do a lot of kickboxing C OUNTRY: -----------

STATE ZIP --------
PHONE: 

and NHB fighting on the 
side. Your exercises have given 
me a tremendous advantage 
and combined with my other 

E MAIL: --------------------------------
0 Money Order drawn from a U.S. bank 
O Visa O MasterCard O Amex 

routines {shadowboxing, spar- 1 CARD No: 
rmg, bagwork, unnd sprmts, : -------- -----------------------
and grappling drills) have got-! ExP: SIGNATURE: 

ten me into the best shape of ! Make Check/Money Order Payable to: 
my life. ! Matt Furey Enterprises, Inc. 
LCpl Sa11do1· Devenyi - ! 10339 Birdwatch Dr., Tampa, Florida 33647, USA 

U11ited States Marine C01psL----------------------------~~~-~~-~:~~~~~'.-~--~-"'.".."'."..·-~~~~.'"_':~:~~':':1---------------------~~~3J 
© Gold Medal Publications, Inc. • www.martfurey.com 



"JUG" BURKETT 
Outter Of Phony "Heroes'' 

Receives Army Award 
BY LARRY BAILEY, USN (RET.) 

After a dozen years of conducting 
mind-bending research and endur
ing personal attacks from those he 

"outted," Dallas businessman B. G. ''.Jug" 
Burkett has been officially recognized for 
his efforts in exposing phony war heroes. 
On 1 December 2003, he was presented 
with the U.S. Army's Distinguished 
Civilian Service Award by former 
President George H. W Bush in a cere
mony at the Bush Library on the campus 
of Texas A & M University. 

Burkett, whose accomplishments 
were recognized in the November 1998 
SOF, is, along with journalist Glenna 
Whitley, the author of Stolen Valor, the monumental expose 
of phony veterans he self-published in 1998. That book 
(available at www.stolenvalor.com) has, more than any other 
factor, sensitized the American public (and especially its vet
erans) to the fact that uncounted thousands of "wannabes" 
foist their war-hero fraud on any who will listen. Many have 
listened, often with tragic results. Burkett, however, has 
been personally responsible for the comeuppance suffered by 
over 1,200 of these thieves of other folks' honor. 

What began as an exercise in frustration has become, 
thanks to Burkett, a nation-wide and multi-faceted crusade to 
expose phony veterans of all sorts. One such organization 
maintains a "Hall of Shame," operated at www.veriseal.org, 
which lists several hundred phony SEALs (along with their 
claims). Special Forces pretenders are vetted by the efforts 
of retired Special Forces Staff Sergeant Bob Jack and his com
rades at http://teamhouse.tni.net. 

Others are more specialized, such as Chuck and Mary 
Schantag's phony POW site at www.pownetwork.org, which 
has exposed hundreds of men (and women) falsely claiming to 
have been POWs. All of these men and women testify to the 
influence of Jug Burkett in their efforts to keep America honest. 

He is, to the men and women who maintain these and 
other websites, nothing short of a hero. Typically, however, 
he pooh-poohs the attention he receives. "I'm a little over
whelmed, because I was just doing what I thought was my 
duty," he modestly stated after the award ceremony. 
Regarding receipt of the Army's honor, the highest civilian 
award that Service can offer, he observes that it helps bring 
the public's attention to the fact that many of those claiming 
to be heroes are, in fact, impostors. Stolen Valor is replete 
with wild stories told by men who went into Cambodia or 
North Vietnam or who single-handedly saved their SEAL pla
toon or their Special Forces camp from screaming hordes of 
Viet Cong attackers. 

" ~ How did Burkett get started on what 
CD 

~ might seem to be a quixotic endeavor? 
~R" Once again, former President Bush was 
_ involved. Back in 1986, Burkett was Co-

Chairman of the committee tasked to 
raise the funds to create the Texas Viet 
Nam Memorial. (Bush served as 
Honorary Chairman.) As Burkett attend
ed various fund-raising and publicity 
events around the state, he was annoyed 
to see that the media crowd focused its 
attention on the unkempt, foul-smelling, 
camouflage-wearing "veterans" who 
invariably showed up for those occa
sions. Acting on a hunch, he obtained 

the military records of a half-dozen of those heroes and learned 
(not necessarily to his surprise) that only a couple of them had 
even been to Vietnam - and they were not in combat units. 
Some had not even been in the military. 

The more he dug, the more Burkett realized that he was 
onto a fraud of gargantuan proportions. Recipients of the 
Medal of Honor, of the Distinguished Service Cross, of the 
Silver Star, and even of awards that do not exist, were found 
to be liars and impostors. Several of them have been brought 

' to justice, including one Dave Goff, who was presented with 
the Distinguished Service Cross for Vietnam heroism (along 
with six or seven other medals) in a Syracuse, NY, ceremony 
in 1989. Every single one of the awards was fraudulent, and 
Goff was stripped of them (and fined) once Burkett proved 
that he had never even been in Vietnam! 

Burkett's current "crusade" is to highlight the rip-off being 
perpetrated on the American taxpayer by those falsely claim
ing veterans' benefits from the VA system. He estimates that 
this type of fraud costs the government hundreds of millions 
of dollars annually. The credulity (or worse) of VA counselors 
boggles Burkett's mind. "I can't believe trained counselors 
can accept the wild stories of those parasites," he says. He 
thinks it is because some VA hospitals are running out of 
patients and are encouraging the undeserving to enroll in the 
system. He is in contact with several VA counselors and man
agers who agree with him and who covertly provide him with 
specific information about VA fraud. If I were asked to advise 
someone who was thinking about trying to obtain some 
undeserved freebies from the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
l would encourage them to cease and desist, because (I would 
say) "Jug Burkett has you in his sights." 

And that wouldn't be far off the mark. 

Lany Bailey is a retired U.S. Navy Captain and Janner Navy 
SEAL. '9( 
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UNSUNG AMElllCAN HERO SPECIALIST JAMES ROSS of 
Kentucky fires 100 rounds at car accelerating toward his 
guard tower at Talaalar military base near Mosul , Iraq: VEHI
CLE EXPLODED from force of 1,000-pound bomb, just out
side of compound housing 300 soldiers; leaving 9-loot 
crater, 15 yards from tower and base entrance . Fifty-lour 
injured , no fatalities . Ten-ton concrete block slammed into 
school across from base. 









(above) Dawn's early light on 26 March 
showed the road north littered with 
trucks, busses and soldiers who had 
met the immoveable object called 
Crazy Horse. 

(right) Red 2 (the Carnivore) moves back 
to the bus, fuel trucks and troop trucks, 
passing remains of car (at right) they ran 
over in the dark. Three Iraqi soldiers 
inside did not survive. (Photo taken from 
Sgt. 1st Class Broadhead's Abrams, 
White 4.) 

(below) large troop-transport bus shot
up by Bradley's 25mm HE at objective 
Floyd. Few, if any, passengers survive 
such target servicing. 

Bradley and keeping the Iraqis away 
from me till I was uploaded and could 
fight. Christner was firing at the mortar 
position and I could see the Iraqis run
ning around like chickens with their 
heads cut off. He was putting a huge 
amount of fire into them and they were 
giving it right back at him. 

Enemy mortar rounds were landing 
all the way around him - his crew was 
very lucky this time. Staff Sergeant May, 
Christner's wingman, was fi ring 120mm 
HEAT rounds into the mortar position. 
Staff Sergeant Geary's Btadley was run
ning a lot better now and he was getting 
in some payback - his 25mm was bark
ing like a mad dog in a cat farm. He only 
stopped firing long enough to reload his 
coax machine gun. Every weapon in the 
troop was firing now, at massed ambush
ers on both sides of the road. 

As the firefight intensified, I heard the 

strangest thing over the radio net: A 
voice with an accent thick with grits, 
gravy and country sunrises pleaded, 
"Some one stop them, they is shooting 
womens and sheeps! Them sheeps wasn't 
hurting no ones, just eating some grass." 
It was as if time had stopped. I looked at 
my gunner, Sergeant Soprano, and he at 
me and at the same time we said "Did he 
say sheeps?" 

Everywhere that Saddam's troops ran, 
death was waiting. There was no way of 
stopping the inevitable. They were going 
to die tonighL There was no hole deep 
enough, no wall thick enough. If they 
stood to fight, they were going to die. It 
was bFeaking day now, and I could see 
who the unit was to my front. It was my 
old out['it - Apache troop. 
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They were taking heavy fire and had called in an air strike 
- two Al Os with 2,000-pounders - and they were working 
on the woodline next to A troop. The AlOs dropped their ord
nance right next to some of A-troop's tanks - way too close 
for me. I thought one of the Mls had been hit, until the 
smoke cleared. Two more AlO runs and the Iraqis were done; 
they had no fight left in them. We moved our Bradleys clos
er to where the enemy had been firing to see what we had 
done to them. We did not find any "womens" - only two 
dead sheep that had been too close to the enemy mortar posi
tion, but the fighters were wearing traditional clothing that 
made them look like women at a distance. 

We had fought hard, but you can't engage that many 
enemy forces without losses. The Squadron had lost one 
M577 APC, two Hummers, one 5-ton truck and one ambu
lance. My vehicle had been rocked by the mortars again but 
had come through it intact. Broadhead had gotten hit in the 
wrist with shrapnel from the mortar rounds as he was clos
ing the hatch on his Abrams - but his $700 Chase-Durer 
watch gave up its life for Broadhead's wrist. The shell frag
ment was stopped cold by the tough stainless-steel case. 
Were we good or just lucky? I think this time we were lucky. 
But that's just as good. 

./'"' ---

We'd Call, They'd Haul 
In less than one hour, fuel trucks made it up and down the 

line, topping off our fuel tanks. There are no words to tell 
how much our support platoon did for us every time we 
needed fuel. We got it every time. We needed ammo - we 
got it. The young men driving those support trucks were my 
heroes of the war. 

We now would push thru B troop and move north and east 
at Objective Floyd. Bravo section with Sgt. 1st Class 
Christner, First Lietueant Tucker, Staff Sergeants Geary, 
Crawford and May would move north, and the Carnivore 
plus Sgt. lst Class Broadhead, First Lieutenant McAdams 
and Staff Sgt. Wallace ("Wild Wally") would move east and 
set up in an over-watch position. 

less than 900 meters up the road, I was crossing over a 
one-lane canal bridge. just as I got to the other side, as my 
luck goes, I was hit by an anti-armor ambush. At least 50 
dismounts were firing RPGs at the Carnivore and 
Broadhead's Ml. Two RPGs hit the bridge and blew up, 
another three went over my head, and another three just 

missed Broadhead's Ml. I called up a contact report to the 
Commander as my gunner returned fire . The commander 
told us to pull back - that the whole troop was under fire. 
The two Bradleys behind Broadhead's tank were trying to 
turn around. This left Broadhead and me in the kill zone for 
what seemed like forever. 

Christner was firing into the 50 dismounts, and they soon 
were running for a place to hide. I looked over the top of the 
turret into the back of my Bradley and saw that Sully had his 
bleeding self as flat as he could get on the floor of the Brad. 
But as soon as I said "Come on, Sully, I need you up here fir
ing your 240!" he hopped up and started mowing the bas
tards down. We started moving back until the road was wide 
enough for two vehicles to get side by side, and that was 
where we were going to make our stand. 

Then, just like in the movie The Mummy, the sandstorm 
rolled in like a big orange wall. Visibility of 900 meters 
dropped down to 50, then 10. The sand got into everything. 
The only pair of goggles that worked were my ESS (Eyeshield 
System). I still couldn't see very far, but I didn't get sand in 
my eyes. Everyone was firing in every direction. Sully was fir
ing the 240, Soprano the 25mm and me my M203. Wild Wally 
was firing like a mad man - 25mm then rnax and then 

25mm again. He must have killed 25 
guys in less then 30 seconds. The whole 
time this was going on my lieutenant was 

T-72 taken out by airstrike called in by Staff 
Sgt. Williams at Objective Floyd. (inset) 
This T-72 was holed by a 25mm silver bullet 
- in case the reader wonders why a 
Bradley would stand and fight heavy armor. 

hanging out of his hatch firing his 9mm pistol into five Iraqis 
that were moving in a ditch on his left. The commander 
stopped 3rd and 4th platoon to block our rear. At this time 
3rd was down to five Bradleys and 4th only had one tank up. 

It was then that Staff Sgt. Wasson took an RPG in the back 
that had bounced off his turret. The RPG made him black-out 
for a minute, but he still stayed in the fight. 

Staff Sergeant Williams discovered the bridge we had 
crossed over the Euphrates River was set to be blown up. 
Williams grabbed his Cold Steel tomahawk to chop and pry 
away the detonators and charges. He was now firing his coax 
into anyone that got close to the bridge, then the sandstorm 
got so bad we lost communications with squadron. So there 
we sat, in the middle. We had Iraqi soldiers on at least three 
sides of us, and they were fighting hard and the sand was 
helping them out. 

The line In The sandstorm 
The commander told us to stop any vehicles from coming 

into our perimeter. With our Bradley not really set up for 
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traffic control, I did this by standing up on top of my turret, 
waving my arms for everyone to see my signals to turn 
around. It soon became apparent that most of the cars had 
soldiers in them. I watched one car drive into the front of the 
lieutenant's Bradley. The driver jumped out with an AK-4 7 
and Broadhead shot him three times with his pistol. The Iraqi 
dropped his AK and ran into a ditch. He later crawled out of 
the ditch bleeding from three very visible gunshot wounds 
and walked off into the woods. Broadhead came on the radio 
to say that the IFaqi was done fighting, to let him walk off, so 
we did. It didn't take long for me to realize that I would get 
killed if I stayed up on top of my turret. 

The new plan would be to fire coax tracers in front of the 
oncoming vehicles so they would see them and turn away. 
This was working really well. However, there was one truck 
that would repeatedly come up to where we were, stop and 
examine us. We all thought he was a bad guy, but we were 
going to wait until we knew for sure before we fired. Then he 
made his move: He came roaring down the road at about 80 
mph. He made it by me But the lieutenant's Bradley was on 
the road right behind me. When he saw the Brads the driver 
locked-up his brakes, launching the six guys in the back over 
the cab of the truck.. There were 15 Iraqi soldiers in the truck 

him out the other side of the bus. The bus rammed the lieu
tenant's Bradley with such force it knocked him down. It was 
then I saw what looked like explosives in the front of the bus. 
I had the lieutenant push the bus away from us so I could get 
Broadhead to shoot it with his .50 cal. Once the .50 cal. hit 
the front of the bus it disappeared in a fireball. 

Trame Jam Of Suicide Vehicles 
At this point we were taking fire from everywhere. The 

sandstorm was too bad for our air support to help, and we 
had no commo with squadron. We needed to get indirect-fire, 
but for now we were on our own. Wally, the only one who 
could see around the burning bus, came over the net yelling 
about a fuel truck coming our way. His gunner, Sgt. Strahm, 
took out the driver with 25mm HE, but the truck still moved 
forward until it hit the bus. 

Now Broadhead and I were going over options what to 
do, with the fuel truck so close to us . We would have to take 
it out. If not, they could use it against us later in the night. 
Broadhead fired his main gun into the fuel tanker. The whole 
night was lit up from the fire, and it burned for the next 
three days. We fought off three more small attacks on us, 
then we moved back up to the bridge to put more stand off 

from the troop. HQ gave us room to fall back, if 
we needed it. 

On the way back up to the bridge, a car with his 
lights off hit the left-front of my Bradley. It didn't 
even slow us down - we went right over the top 
of it. The next morning we would find three enemy 
soldiers that had been crushed to death. I called 
my Commander and told him we had the bridge. 

Christner's section was in the same boat as my 
section, but we had a bridge. If the Iraqi forces 
wanted to get at us from the east they needed it, 
and I was on it. Christner, on the other hand, had 
fields all the way around his section, so they could 
not pinp0int where the enemy would be coming 
from. We had made it thru the night and the sand
storm was slacking quite a bit: At this point, we 
could see about 800 meters. It was time to get fuel 
and ammo. We called up, and support platoon 
hauled right on time again. 

If it moved with hostile intent at Floyd, it was dead. Iraqi troops swarmed to 
the tray in everything that had wheels - and in the next episode several 
dozen track-layers as well. 

I saw my commander, CaptainJeffMcCoy, and 
we talked about what had happened last night. He 
told me his .50 cal. was tits-up, so 1 gave him the 
AK-4 7 I had picked up in As Samawah, and the 
ammo we had been collecting all night. 

- all with weapons. They were right next to my Bradley. 
Sully got off the first shot with the 240B machine gun. Sully 
put 200 rounds of 7.62mm in them. I took out the truck with 
25mmHE. 

Broadhead, McAdams and Wild Wally were putting down 
a devastating base of fire into the Iraqis. The Iraqis had to 
know that we were there now - we had two burning vehi
cles on the road in front of us. We had not even finished fir
ing-up the truck, when two more cars came down the road -
wide open. 

Lieutenant McAdams and I where firing coax into it, but 
it still rammed the lieutenant's Bradley. No one made it out of 
this car. They all died inside. McAdams pushed this car back 
up the road to bleck any more traffic. 

j ust as the lieutenant got back in his position, Soprano 
saw a bus coming down the road at a high rate of speed. I put 
a wall of tracers in front of it, but it did not stop. At the very 
last second, Soprano to@k out the driver with 25mm, blowing 

With Broadhead's Ml in the over watch, I m0ved to 
where we destroyed most of the vehicles that night, so I 
could call up the BDA. The Iraqis had come came at us in 
everything that had wheels: two busses, four cars, four 
Toyota trucks, one fuel tanker and three Iraqi Army trucks. 
I checked all the vehicles. Every one had soldiers in them 
with a shitload of weapons. There were a lot of dead men, 
more than I could count in the short time I had for my 
recon. It was well over 100, that I knew. There was no con
tact from my section the rest of the day. Then darkness, and 
it w0uld be a whole new game. 

Keep on Truckin' - Not 
The first truck that came down the road had about 30 

Iraqi soldiers in the back of it. My first shot was a 25mm 

Continued on page 70 
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Drop-In Organizer 
For packs, rucks, etc. 
Keeps all your 
essentials in one 
place and ready 
to go. 

WOLF HOOK 
Single Point Weapon 
Sling 
Quick release design. 
Fast, simple, effecbve. 

T.H.E. Wallet J.R. 
Stands For "JUST RIGHT" 
Scaled down version of, 
THE. Wallet. Perfect for 
those who want just a little 
less of a great thing. 

Readv Fire Mode 
Bunstock Magazine Pouch 
Put your ammo where you 
need it, for when you need 
it. Models to frt M-16LM-4, 
all AR type rifles. FA , SR-
25, AR-10 and M-1. 

T.H.E. Wallet 
Tacllcal Holds Evervlhlng 

Wallet holds all of 
your essential travel and 
degloyment documents. 

Exclusive Shark-Bite" closure -
quick, quiet and durable. 

SLING101 
3-Potnt Design Made 
Better: , 
Fully adjustable, quick 
release feature, fixed tri
angle design for fast 
target acquisition. 

T.H.E. Pack ' . 
TacUcal Holds Evervlhlng 
World's toughest assault 
pack - bar none. Designed 
for extreme use and 
maximum durability. 

MAMBA 
Combat Fighting Sling 
The choice of professionals 
world-wide. Bunjee feature 
allows wearer to strike 
opponent. Also stabilizes 
weapon aiming for run 

• and shoot situations 
0 

Ready for action - fully 
modular and adaptable to 
any mission requirement. 
T.H.E. PACK -Available in: 
Tan, Black, OD, Woodland, 
and 3 Color Desert 

" I 4 

Tactical Emrv Sling 
<1. ?..~-~~ Single pivot 
'\>.: ~"'l'"/~ o:-· design, for 

'Jlll~'l"''~~~;;;L A,,....- . fast ambedextrious 
_ .· transitions. Quick release 
~ .; feauture, padded shoulder 

· strap. Used by Israeli 
Special Police. 





~ 
student of firearms sooner or later begins to 

study cartridges. One of the most interesting facets 
of cartridges is the intermediate, or "assault rifle" 
cartridge. 

An intermediate-length rifle cartridge has a case length shorter 
than that of a traditional full-size cartridge such as the 63mm-long 
.30-06 case. Although various intermediate-length cartridges date 
from the end of the 19th Century, the concept was born in a 1934 
German requirement, and the cartridge was in production by 
1941. Contemporaneously, German development proceeded on 
weapons to fire this round, culminating in the successful StG44 
(Sturm Gewehr) , the first widely issued "assault rifle" designed 
for use at ranges from 0 to 300 yards or so, to fill the role of both 
assaulting enemy positions and repelling such assaults. 

The early German weapons produced for this round were not 
widely issued, but the bulk of those produced were sent to the 
Russian front , and during WW II the Soviets mass-produced the 
7.62x39mm (M43) cartridge for the SKS, and later developed 
the wildly successful the AK-4 7 to fire it. 

The need for close-range firepower had been addressed in the 
Russian "Avtomat" of the WW I era that Fired the relatively
weak 6.5 Japanese round from a large box magazine, and the 
American Pederson device that converted a Springfield rifle to 
fire a unique pistol-type round from a large box magazine, and 
early in WW II by the U.S. .30 Carbine, which was as close as 
anyone had come to getting the right balance between firepower 
and lethality, in a weapon designed to replace the pistol in the 
hands of troops whose primary function was not as infantry. But 
the Germans got it right the first time, with the Russians 
improving on the round and subsequently designing the bench
mark Avtomat Kalashnikov rifle. 

Although other promising designs came and went during this 
period, the U.S. didn't develop an assault-rifle cartridge until the 
late 1950s, with the .223 Remington (5.56x45mm) designed by 
Robert Fremont and l. James Sullivan of Armalite. The Soviets 

6. Bmm REM SPC brass flies as Gil Angelotti runs some close-quarter drills 
with the 6.Bmm Mk-12 Variant "Reece" Rifle. The gun proved quite con
trollable. (below) This lineup represents just part of the development that 
went into the 6.8 REM Special Purpose Cartridge. The two rounds at right 
are the 115-gr. Sierra and the 115-gr. Hornady 6.Bmm REM SPC rounds. 



later countered with their 5.45x39mm round. All in all, there 
have been nearly one hundred - 100 - intermediate-length 
rifle cartridges developed during the last 65 years. 

The intermediate-length assault-rifle cartridge is here to 
stay, but intermediate-length cartridges have generally been 
intermediate performers. Although rounds like the 
5.56x45mm NATO and 5.45x39mm are accurate to much 
greater ranges than typical intermediate-length rounds, they 
fall into the category of cartridges used in varmint hunting, 
losing much of their energy beyond 300m. Now the Chinese 
have adopted a 5.8x42mm assault-rifle cartridge. What 
improvement this .23-caliber round will offer is unknown, 
but it is doubtful that it will greatly improve upon the per
fonnance of the 5.56x45qnn NATO cartridge. 

However, what if there were an intermediate-length car
tridge whose range and effectiveness were far superior to 
all others , and that was size-compatible with the 
5.56x45mm Ml6 envelope? 

The Global War on Terrorism 
For more than a year, rumors have circulated of a new mil

itary cartridge. Although I am privileged to have kept abreast 
of the development of this new round from almost the begin
ning, I refrained from reporting on it until now. This was nec
essary to protect the project, to assure its getting into the 
hands of our front-line operators in the Global War on 
Terrorism (GWOT). 

Shortly after U.S. Special Forces deployed to remote areas 

Parent Case: .30 Remington 
Bullet: Hornady .277 (.270) 115-gr. Open 

Point Boattail Match 

Ballistic Coefficient: .350 
b 2.25" 

Case Length: 43mm ( 1.69") 

b .422" 
Primer: Large Rifle 

Propellant: Classified 

Charge: Classified 
Operating Pressure: 51,000 + - psi. 

Muzzle Velocity: 2,625 + - fps. ( 16.5 bbl.) 

(above) The 6.Bmm Mk-12 
Variant "Reece" Rifle seen from 
the right side with Aimpoint 
Comp M2 sight mounted and 
SOPMDD Mk-12 suppressor 
removed. The upper receiver 
was made by Lewis Machine & 
Tool Co., Inc. (inset) As com
pared with their 5.56x45mm 
counterparts, the 6.Bmm REM 
SPC modified bolt is seen on the 
right while its magazine is seen 
on the left. As with the upper 
receivers, the bolt groups were 
made by Lewis Machine & Tool. 

of Afghanistan following the atrocities of 9-11-2001, soldiers 
expressed an operational need for a weapon that fired the 
7.62x39mm (M43) ammunition abundant with enemy forces 
there. Using captured ammunition would offset logistics 
problems in re-supplying 5.56x45mm NATO ammunition to 
these operators for their M4 Carbines. There was also a more 
anecdotal need for an improved incapacitation capability 
over what was being experienced with the 5.56mm M855 
round used against determined al Qaeda. 

Special Operations soldiers may not be small-arms techni
cians with engineering degrees, but they know and understand 
how their equipment works against the enemy and how his 
equipment works against them. Since Vietnam, the deadly com
bination of the AK-4 7 and its 7 .62x39mm round has been well 
known and respected by those who have gone up against it. 

Special Forces operators in Afghanistan reported short
comings of the 5.56mm cartridge, especially at the close to 
medium ranges as used against a very determined adversary, 
the Taliban. Although most of their field reports were labeled 
"anecdotal," and not "empirical" data in Small Arms and 
Ammunition bureacratese, these operators expressed the 
need for something more effective, just as their comrades had 
in Mogadishu, Somalia. This need prompted a few deter
mined, dedicated senior soldiers of the 5th Special Forces 
Group (Airborne) and the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit 
(USAMU) to quickly put their heads together to think out
side of the .223/5 .56mm "box." It was the beginning of a new 
Special Purpose Cartridge (SPC) Project Team. 

An Interim Solution 
Members of this user team were the ones assigned by 
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USASOC and SOCOM to assist with the development of the 
Special Purpose Rifle (SPR) type-classified SOCOM Mk-12 
rifle and the Mk-262 5.56x45mm 77-gr. ammunition. As 
reported by frontline soldiers, this combination has extend
ed the hit/kill ratio in Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), 
but the Mk-262 cartridge remains essentially an enhance
ment over the M855 63 gr. FM], with less than 100% effec
tiveness at the extended ranges typical in that theater. This 
round was intended as a quick interim capability, and not the 
true-capability cartridge that the users wanted for the long 
term, in the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT). 

Using combat, competition experience and lessons 
learned in the Mk-12 project, the team came up with a poten
tial Soldier grassroots solution to the incapacitation shortfall 
occurring with 5.56mm ammunition. With Command 
approval, the Soldiers and technicians put together what may 
prove to be one of the better grassroots initiatives in military 
ammunition Combat and Force Protection in four decades. 

After evaluating the potential and performance of this 

r=======;:::=:=================i-:;:::======~f 5. 56 mm 82 91 M855 FMJ 12.. <: 

6.6mmHomudy 110grOfM 

External Ballistics, Retained Energy, Range vs Energy: 
Distance (Yds) Muzzle 100 200 300 

M855 62 gr. 1158 926 733 573 
6.Bmm 115 gr. 1793 1467 1189 954 
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This photo illustrates the difference in performance between the 
MB55, 5.56x45 NATO round (top) and the 6.Bmm REM SPC using 
the Hornady bullet. 

capability, I hope that politics and 
the "not invented here" (NIH) 
syndrome of the lab infrastruc
tures will not hamper what these 
Soldiers and technicians have 
accomplished, and that their goal 
of getting it to the young Gls who 
are in harm's way will go unim
peded by those who seek recogni
tion and other gains, such as 
career-enhancement. 

,~mm11~~~::J~~~~~-~ij~ f and a hacksaw. (I; ~ To this veteran soldier, draw
:::i 
~ ings were a two-dimensional 
~ accoutrement of engineers, but 

Trying to put together the his
tory of how the Project Team 
worked out the SPC has been dif
ficult. These Special Forces guys 
are tough nuts to crack and they 
really know how to play the tap
dance game when it comes to 
answering questions. Running 
into some of the project team 
members on several occasions, I 
got a very professional and cour-

Three early experimental 6.8 upper-receiver groups 
show a conceptual SPR Mk-12, a 16.5-inch barrel SPR
D, and a 12-inch barrel CQB (Close-Quarter-Battle) ver
sion. The middle component is one of the first mid
length gas systems to be tested and was the basis for the 
"Reece" rifle. The CQB version was designed to function 
with the OPS, Inc. SOPMOD suppressor. 

. tangible "see-it-feel-it-shape-it" 
would provide the basis for Good 
Idea or Worthwhile Endeavor, a 
quest for the Grail , so to speak. 
He found that the .30 Remington 
case's overall length (OAL) of 
52mm Look it out the class of 
intermediate-length assault rifle 
cartridges, so he hand-formed a 
sample cartridge down to fit into 
the Ml6 magazine envelope by 
cutting off a .25 Remington full
length sizing die, and used this 
prototype round to brief his com
mander to seek approval for mov
ing ahead with the concept. 
Thus, the first prototype was a 

teous, "Sorry, Sir, I don't know what you are referring to," or, 
"Sorry, Sir, no insult intended, but that info is not releasable 
at this time." As a result, through other industry sources, I 
have pieced it together. Here's the gist of it. 

The Search Begins 
Convinced that the problem could be overcome, the 

Project Team began a quest for a Commercial Off The Shelf 
(COTS) parent cartridge case, from which to provide a proof
of-concept improved cartridge, to generate support. This car
tridge format needed to work in the M4/Ml6's envelope. 
After many discussions and extensive research on past and 
present intermediate cartridges, Mr. Cris Murray, Master 
Ml6 Gunsmith, U.S. Anny Marksmanship Unit (USAMU), 
recommended that the Project Team Leader consider the .30 
Remington case, a rimless version of the .30-30 Winchester 
round that was more or less obsolete. 

After reviewing the .30 Remington drawing specifications 
in the book Cartridges of the World, the SPC Project Team 
Leader did initial draft prototype drawings and sent them to 
Cris Murray for translation onto an Auto CAD 14 computer 
program. Next he located a quantity of old .30 Remington 
cases at a sporting goods store and bought them at his own 
expense to see what could be done literally with a hammer 

.257 SPC. Approval was granted, and a Mission Need 
Statement (MNS) was approved and submitted by the 
Commander, 5th SFG (A), and sent forward for further 
approval and support by Higher Headquarters Special Forces 
Command (Ahn). 

Although the original .30 Remington case was too long, it 
has a head diameter of only .422 in. as compared with .445 in. 
for the 7.62x39mm. This is closer to the .378 in. head diame
ter of the 5.56x45mm case and it meant that the round would 
stack better in the Ml6 magazine's external dimensions, and 
that the Ml6 bolt face and extractor would not have to be 
altered as much as required with the 7 .62x39mm round. 

After establishing an OAL of 43mm for the modified case, 
the Project Team began an initial dummy cartridge review to 
determine the best caliber size for improved Combat and 
Force Protection performance, along with close quarter bat
tle (CQB) and vehicle ambush distances, and still get the per
formance to accurately engage enemy ambushes by rocket 
propelled grenades (RPG's) and such, out to 500m. 

The dynamics of the prototype cartridge case remained 
the same throughout the review of projectile dimensions of 
various calibers tested. These included the 5.56mm (with a 

Continued on page 74 
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"Nothing Personal" far USMC Beaut-Snipers 
TEXT & PHOTOS BY DALE B. COOPER 



"My spotter and I didn't see anything to shoot at as British 
Army engineers checked the plant to make sure the Iraqis 
hadn't wired it for remote demolition," said Vanoosten, who 
learned the tricks of his trade at the "Schoolhouse For 
Snipers" at Quantico Marine Base, in Virginia. 

Wolfe, at 25, who was not trained at the Schoolhouse, but 
went through a sniper-indoctrination course on Okinawa 
three years ago, also failed to fire his M40Al sniper rifle the 
first night of the war. However, he did rip-off a few rounds on 
the morning after the invasion. 

2nd Platoon had right flank security for Alpha Co. at PST-
2, an Iraqi pumping station along the southern terminus of a 
long oil pipeline that stretched more than 400 miles from 
Baghdad to the Persian Gulf. Wolfe and his spotter had dug 
in atop a small knoll on the otherwise flat desert floor facing 
the rising sun to the east of the pumping station. 

Bloody Encounter 

team that was screening Alpha Co., when the first of several 
calls came over the battalion radio net for help. 

The first call was for a rare type of blood, A-Negative. The 
next "urgent" call was for a medevac out of Kuwait. Then 
came the call for Childers' "Social." Nobody needed to say 
more. When someone calls for your social security number, 
it means only one thing: That individual is no longer among 
the living. 

Childers was also the first Marine to die in combat. 
In his journal, Lieutenant Colonel Fred Padilla, l/5's com

mander, writes that Childers bled to death before he could be 
Cas-Evaced. 

"The Marines and Sailors [corpsmen] of A Co. and the 
rest of the battalion were saddened by this terrible loss," 
wrote Padilla, who added, "It underscores that this is not a 
game." The two Navy corpsmen assigned to Alpha Company 
tried desperately to save Lt. Childer's life. Padilla remembers 
they had blood up to their elbows and tears streaming down 

Just after daylight on 21 March, the first of two truckloads their cheeks. 
of Iraqi soldiers in pickups came barreling down a dirt road Both Captain Blair Sokol, the 6-foot-7-inch company com-
in front of Alpha Company's position. mander who played defensive tackle at the United States 

"I has just gotten to my ~----------------------.~ Naval Academy and was 
feet and was headed back to ~ Alpha's Forward Air Controller 
our track when my spotter ~ who called-in the medevac, 
who was covering my back ~ also blinked back tears. 
opened fire with his, Squad ~a. "Hondo," as the battalion 
Automatic Weapon [M249 commander was known on the 

§1 
SAW] as the first truck ~ radio, explained to everyone 
approached our "pos," said looking down at Childer's life-
Wolfe. By the time he got less body as it lay on the rear 
turned around and into a fir- ramp of the ambulance amtrac 
ing position, the first truck that 1/5 couldn't remember, 
had made it safely by his mourn or pay tribute to Shane 
position. But Wolfe and his Sgt. Dagan Vanoosten (right) on Barrett .50-caliber special- the way they'd like to. 
spotter stopped a second application scoped rifle with one of his scouts, Corporal Richard "There is more fighting 
truck 100 yards before it got Mapes, on roof of Al Azimiyah Palace, along the Tigris River in ahead," said Hondo, "and that is 
to their position. Baghdad. (opposite) Close-up of Vanoosten on palace roof with where our focus must be now." 

"It was coming down the his hand-crafted (at the USMC Marksmanship Training Unit, at After Childer's was hit, his 
road about 5o miles per hour," Quantico) M40A3, 7.62mm, heavy-barrel sniper rifle, with spe- platoon attacked the Iraqis 
said Wolfe who got three shots cial 10-power Unertl scope. The rifle is a modified Remington who shot him and killed or 
off with his bolt-action sniper Model 700 with a McMillan fiberglass stock, modified wounded all seven of them. In 

Winchester Model 70 floorplate and trigger guard, and modified 
rifle at about 300 meters out, and lightened trigger with Harris bipod. all, 1/5 was responsible for 24 
before the truck closed in. enemy KIA by direct fire, 10 
Needing more firepower, he wounded and countless KIAs 
picked up his Ml6, and fired a mag-and-a-half, about 45 by artillery and CAS or close-air support missions during the 
rounds , into the truck, slowing it, but failing to stop it. first few hours of the war in southern Iraq. 

Second Lieutenant Therrel "Shane" Chjlders , 2nd Wolfe also entered a brief comment in the notebook he 
Platoon's leader, was mortally wounded by the Iraqis who carried. "Four dead, two wounded, and seven EPWs." Wolfe 
were "spraying and praying" where he was standing. told me he killed one of the Iraqis as he crawled out of a roll 
Childers was always out front of his platoon, and this time he of carpet in the bed of the second pickup. 
was near the road as the truck sped by. In addition to making his men sad, the sudden death oflt. 

"I heard on the radio that we had a man down, but I didn't Childers also made his men angry. Some wanted to kill the 
know what had happened until we stopped the truck," said Iraqi prisoners, but cooler heads prevailed. 
Wolfe who was trying to alert "Two Actual ," Childers' call On Sunday morning, just before dawn on 13 December, 
sign, to what had happened. But Wolfe got no response on this reporter called Judy and Joe Childers, in Wyoming, to 
the intersquad radio. inform them that Saddam Hussein had been captured. They 

Childers, a former enlisted Marine, was hit in the expressed gratitude that the Iraqi dictator had been captured 
abdomen just below his body armor. Some Marines in his and no longer would terrorize his people. 
platoon think Kevlar plates in his vest were hiked-up an inch 
or two when he raised his Ml6 to engage the enemy, but he 
never fired a shot. Before he could pull the trigger, an AK-4 7 
round entered his body just below the armor vest he wore, 
and shattered his liver. · 

This reporter was a couple of hundred yards away at the 
command Humvee of Counter Mech platoon, an anti-armor 

Dry Spell Ends 
On 1 April, Sgt. Vanoosten finally got to fire his M40. He 

was riding with First Lieutenant Jeremy Stalnecker, Counter 
Mech's platoon commander, when the anti-armor team rolled 
up to the Saddam Hussein Canal behind Bravo Company 
tracs. From atop the Hummer, Vanoosten apparently fired the 
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Sgt. Vanoosten with M40A3 sniper rifle along Highway One. (right} 
Cpl. Damon Wolfe, Cpl. James Bowman, Cpl. Mathias Hansen, 
Sgt. Jeffrey Schecter. 

first shot of the battle that lasted fewer than 45-minutes. 
Vanoosten fired his heavy-barrel Remington model 700 at 

a ZSU-23!Iac 4, a 23mm, four-barrelled anti-aircraft gun dug 
into a bunker on the other side of the canal. 

Although outgunned, Vanoosten kept the Iraqi gunners 
off-balance by bouncing Match Grade 7.62mm rounds off the 
steel plates in front of them, making it difficult for them to 
bring their gun to bear on his buddies. 

"l think I shot at it out of fear," laughed Vanoosten as he 
reconstructed what he witnessed on April Fool's Day. 

Vanoosten's buddy, Sergeant Chad Vanbuskirk, in TOW-1 
was too close to fire a missile at the gun emplacement, but 
was able to engage the enemy position with his M240G medi
um machine gun. 

While Vanoosten ducked behind the CMP's command 
Hummer and reloaded his sniper rifle, Sergeant Steve Oldham 
up in the turret behind his MK19 heavy machine gun and 
other gunners in the platoon, including Lance Corporal 
Dominque Chevalier on the M2 .50 cal. in my Hummer, lit up 

Iraqi soldiers who killed 2nd Lt. Shane Childers and were in turn 
killed by gunners in his platoon in Rumalyah oil fields on first day 
of the war. 

the "Zeus" like a Christmas tree, touching-off an ammo cache 
at the rear of the bunker that shredded the crew like confetti. 

The battle was brief, but chaotic. Enemy artillery and mor
tar rounds were falling all around us. A 120mm mortar round 
hit the ground and exploded in my face, about 30 yards from 
where I was filming the battle. CMP's first section leader, 
Staff Sergeant Brian Jackway, was standing about 15 feet 
behind me directing his section's heavy machine guns, .50 
ca ls and MKl 9s during the firefight when the mortar round 
hit. The explosion blew him off his feet, but he quickly recov
ered, oriented his section's fire and systematically destroyed 
the ZSU 23-4, a 120mm position and a D-30 artillery-battery 
position. For his zealous initiative, courageous actions, and 
exceptional dedication to duty, Jackway, who was promoted 
to Gunnery Sergeant after the war, was awarded the Bronze 
Star with combat "V" 

Lieutenant Stalnecker, who was nominated for a Bronze 
Star with combat "V," was also bracketed by enemy rounds as 
his Humvee maneuvered along the canal bank. He and his dri
ver, Corporal Ryan Guillard, were shaken like rag dolls by sev
eral rounds impacting nearby. Miracously, everyone in Counter 
Mech, including this reporter, dodged the bullet that day. 

Second Lieutenant David Denial of Bravo Company, who 
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was awarded the Navy Commendation Medal with cor:ibat 
"V, " told me he counted at least 20 enemy rounds falling in 
among his trncs and Counter Mech platoon. 

One round killed a flock of sheep. "One minute they were 
grazing, the nex t minute they were gone," said Denial, "Only 
a few patches of blood-stained wool on the ground. " . 

Once across the canal, Vanoosten fired at two Irnqis in 
another bunker before Corporal Jeremy Mahon, my' vehicle 
commander, destroyed the bunker with an AT-4 rocket. But it 
would be another nine days before Vanoosten and Wolfe 
would take another shot with their sniper rifles. 

Battle DI Baghdad 
Sergeant Vanoosten rode into the north side of Baghdad 

in the early morning hours of 10 April atop First 
Lieutenant Pat Henry's armored assault vehicle. Henry was 
in command of the 8lmm mortar platoon in Weapons 
Company, 1/5. Once small-arms fire began ricocheting off 
the AAV, Vanoosten climbed inside the armored hull of the 
assault vehicle. 

Corporal Wolfe drove a high-back Humvee into the 
Iraqi capital with five other members of the STA 
platoon in the back. Wolfe fired his weapon at 
muzzle flashes as he drove clown darkened 
streets and boulevards crawling with 
Republican Guard troops and Fecleyeen 
guerrillas loyal to Saddam Hussein. 

"It was pretty hectic," said Wolfe , 
who just kept driving and firing. 

Because of heavy enemy fire in 
Baghdad, Vanoos ten rotated his four
man team, one at a time, to the firing 
platform in Henry's AAV, but he 
advised them to conserve ammunition. 
Vanoosten told team members the real 
fight would come later at the objective, the 
Al Azimiyah Palace on the Tigris River, one of 
Saddam's favorite hangouts. 

It was during one of those overhead watches that 
Corporal Michael Gary, Vanoosten's SAW gunner, was blown 
back into the crew compartment by an RPG that hit the side 
of the assault vehicle and exploded. 

"l thought Gary was dead ," said Vanoosten as he saw his 
friend fall onto the floor of the trac. But he had only been 
knocked unconscious. His Squad Automatic Weapon was 
hanging by its bipod. Vanoosten cleaned debris out of the 
barrel, handed the weapon back to Gary and told him s.it 
tight until they reached the palace. 

The STA platoon rolled into the grounds of the 17-acre 
compound at about 0600, and provided security for Army 
Special Forces who swept the palace to make sure there were 
no Iraqis lurking in the shadows of the bombed-out building. 

Once SF said "All clear," Wolfe and his spotter ran up 
stairways to the roof, a move not as tactically sound as they 
would have preferred. 

"Everytime we stuck our heads above the facade that 
ringed the south wing of the palace, someone would take a 
shot at us ," said Wolfe, who retreated downstairs to a room 
facing a busy neighborhood. There he set up an "urban hide 
site" up against the wall of a room, about 20 feet from win
dows that had been blown-out by satellite-guided bombs the 
night before. 

"We pi.led up some pieces of concrete and other rubble ," 
said Wolfe as he described making a place where he spent the 
next 10 to 12 hours. 

From the shadows, Wolfe could see his targets, but they 
couldn't see him. 

Lying in among chunks of concrete wasn't very comfort
able, Wolfe had just gotten to his feet, and was about ready 
to seek a better hide site when his spotter saw an Iraqi sol
dier in an alley about 350 yards away. By the time, Wolfe got 
back down into position, the enemy soldier disappeared. 

But a few minutes later, he reappeared, darting in and out 
of some civilian houses, trying to get up high where he could 
snipe at Marines in the palace. 

"I got him when he stepped to a window," said Wolfe. One 
shot? "Yeah, one shot," replied Wolfe. With a 10-power 
Unertl sniper scope, Wolfe says everything in Baghdad was 
"up close and personal. " He looked into the man's face before 
he pulled the trigger and saw him go down hard. Wolfe's part
ner with a 50-power spotting scope could see the man's facial 
expression at the moment of impact. 

"The guy I shot had an AK-4 7 ," said Wolfe, "but I don't 
know what he thought he was going to do with an assault 
rifle at that range." 

There was another guy in the room with an RPG. 
But he bailed out of there when his buddy got 

blown-away. Wolfe got him about an hour 
later as he tried to hide behind a concrete 

wall outside the house. Wolfe ended the 
war with seven confirmed kills. Most of 
them in the 300-yard range, but he did 
masterfully nail an Iraqi at 650 yards . 

From his hide site in the palace, 
Wolfe dropped that enemy soldier as 
he ran up a set of steps in a building 
several blocks away clutching a couple 

of AK-4 7s in his hands. It was a diffi
cult shot, because the intended target 

was on the move. 
"If they had a weapon, we could shoot 

them," said Wolfe , "Those were the rules of 
engagement. " 

Although Wolfe recorded some long-distance shots, 
his team leader owns the bragging rights in STA platoon. 
That kill occurred 30 to 40 miles south of Baghdad. It 
involved an Iraqi spotter who had been directing mortars at 
Marine artillery from a tall concrete silo complex along 
Highway One. The cannon-cockers couldn't see him, but 
Corporal James Bowman could through his 10-power scope. 

"Bowman hit him in the head at 840 yards," said Wolfe 
who was impressed. 

When Sgt. Va noosten arrived at the palace in Baghdad, he 
and his spotter got on the roof of the north wing. Before set
ting-up his weapon, Vanoosten checked out the platoon's 
fields of fire for the "Big Gun," a .50-caliber Barrett Sniper 
Rifle. Corporal Richard Mapes, one of the scouts, took 
Vanoosten from index point to index point in their sector. 
Satisfied the Barrett could reach the far limits of their sector, 
Vanoosten found himself a firing position on the wall that 
surrounded the top of the palace. 

"A few minutes after we set-up," said Vanoosten, "We 
also came under enemy fire from neighborhoods near the 
palace. That situation changed when Alpha and Charlie 
Companies fanned out, going house-to-house in an affluent 
neighborhood, searching for Saddam Hussein who had been 
seen in the ritzy Mansour District of northeast Baghdad. 

''They drew away a lot of the fire , and allowed us to scope 

Continued on page 78 
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•BODY ARMOR 

•HANDCUFFS 

•METAL DETECTORS 

• MINE DETECTORS 

•OPTICS 

• NIGHT VISION 

• SPY EQUIPMENT 

•BOMB SUITS 

•FIRE GEAR 

•HELMETS 

•TEAR GAS 

•STUN GUNS 

And much, 
much more ... 

TAMIAMI INTERNATIONAL 
EQUIPMENT, INC. 
13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 

Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph : 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 

Train at home for an exciting part 
or lull-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 

f. 
or work for others. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 

I
~ experts. Taught by former mili- a.•*i!Wllillliill•M 

tary intelligence specialists, ~-ili'liMIMI.,;~ 

J 

police and private detectives. '""~~if!+IMijjlil 
The only course of ifs kind, the 
unique Global School of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 

One of SOF's all-time best-selling I-shirts 
is back. Due to popular demand, we 
have reprinted the shirt that shows the 
Rhodesian Army recruitment poster form 
the 1970s. Printed in black and red on 
white quality 50/50 shirt. 

$15.00 
PLUS $4 S&H lor first shirt; 

add $1.50 S&H lor each additional shirt. 
Specify design & shirt size : 

Sizes: M • L •XL XXL (add'I $2.00) 

Accepting Money Orders/MC/Visa To: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
5735 Arapahoe Ave ., Ste. AS 

Boulder, CO 80303 
Order Online: www.sofmag.com 

LISTEN FROM 
A DISTANCE 

From the makers of the Bionic Ear"; Silver 
Creek introduces the DetectEar® - th is ain't 

your grandmas listening device. 

DetectEar® $495.00 
Bionic Ear & Booster® $169.95 

1-800-533-3277 
www.silvercreekindustries.com 
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IN DUSTRIES 
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SUBMACHINE GUN 
T-SHIRT 
Red & Gold Ink Printed 
Lett Chest on Black 
100% CottonT-Shirt 
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Specify shirt size: 
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XXL & XXXL (add ' ! $2.00) 

Accepting Money Orders/MCNisa To: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. A5 

Boulder, CO 80303 



PANTHER'" 
M·'l CARBINE 

,1'1·4 !!]f,,H . llHJ 1h'uif11/lld 
R1.:•lrkl(,/1olEaml 

(i1ffi. u.~c onlj: 

Pft!d.\e M!ml S20JJ for t111r 111!1" cm11/fl1: 

- f"ree Chrome Carrier l/pgrmle on "" NEW DPlt,/S rijTes! -

l.l983 lndu1tr) Avenue• Becker. \1N 55303 
PHO~f. 1-.63-261-5600 • FAX 1-763-261-5599 

111111.d11msinc.com • e-mail: dpm liildpnuinc.com 

• BDUs 
• Tactical Gear 
• Mllita1y Boots 
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CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 
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Inter-American 
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E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
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CREDIT CARDS TOLL FREE: 800-800-7630 

TELEPHONE LISTENING 
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12 HR. RECORDER 
FCC 
Approved 

Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatical ly when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

Transmits to any FM 
radio up to 1 /2 mi. 
Easy to assemble kit. 
Up to 9V (not Incl.) 
$29.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter
surveillance and much more! Send $5.00. 

CALL 321-725-1000 
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MARKETPLACE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per 
insertion, $60 minimum. Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. 
Repeat your same ad in another section for half price. "Dingbats" ( v, e, • ), bold words (other than first 3-4): 
$5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 
303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such as DI , SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. 
Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing address, telephone or fax number (for our files) . Mail 
classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept. , 5735 
Arapahoe Ave. , Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 888-811-8009; fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail : tcham· 
bers19@cox.net NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete 
or change any copy that we consider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements 
for personal services, including 'will do anything' or 'go anywhere' type ads. Advertisers offering information packets 
for a fee must send sample (non-returnable) . 

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 

FREEDOM THROUGH SELF-RELIANCE, 
Great newsletter, training programs, 
Preparedness & Self-Reliance Conference April 
23-25 , 2004. First year membership only 
$15.00, 2 years $25.00. Live Free, Box 375, 
Dolton , IL 60419-9994, www. live-free.org or e
mail lfinow@aol.com 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assas
sination conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, 
manuscripts , photographs, books . Cata log 
$3.00. Collector's Archives, Box 2, Beaconfield, 
Quebec, Canada, H9W 5TS 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Company 
with 80-year tradition of quality seeks manu
scripts. For free author's guide to subsidy pub
lishing call Dorrance Publishing 1-800-695-9599. 

HOCK HOCHHEIM'S HAND, STICK, KNIFE, 
Gun Combat Training and CLOSE QUARTER 
COMBAT MAGAZINE. Also Seminars; Videos; 
Books; Manuals. Equipment. 817-581-4021. 
WWW.HocksCQC. com 

EMPLOYMENT -

e PERSONNEL WANTED: Military services 
provider seeking highly-qualified individuals. 
Send resume to KRAG, PO Box 1592, Nevada 
City, CA 95959. 

US SECURITY GROUP WITH CONTRACTS in 
Middle East and North Africa seeks individuals 
with special warfare, law enforcement (10 years 
minimum) and/or intelligence background . 
Forward resume to; L. Kocher, 5455 State Road 
11 , Deleon Springs, FL 32130. 

EQUIPMENT 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY -- CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to : BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211 296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http ://www.bushwings.com 

GAS MASKS: PROTECT YOUR FAMILY 
AGAINST nuclear, biological , and chemical 
attacks. Various sizes, Civilian ($39.99) and 
Military ($69.99) models available. Made in 
Korea. For detai ls contact Rachel at (718) 729-
4066 or gutlove51 @aol.com 

FREE WHOLESALE CATALOG M-18 air 
lasers, 600,000 volt stun guns, 500,000 volt 
stun batons, expandable batons. www.lalawen
forcers.com or phone (509) 457-9033. 

INTERNET RADIO 
WWW.MARKSCOTTSHOW.US Mark 
Scott Show - Excelsior! Internet Talk Radio. 
U.S.M.C. - SEMPER Fl. show time: 9am to 12 
noon EST. Rebroadcast starting at 12 noon EST. 

KNIVES 

DEAD METAL KNIFE WORKS: Hand made 
custom knives at affordable prices. Choose one 
of our designs or design a custom knife to your 
specifications. Go to deadmetalknifeworks.com 

MILITARY COLLECTIBLES 

The Best World Wide Web Sile Dealing in orig inal Third Reich Mil itaria. 
Averaging 1200 Items. For catalog please send $10.00 to: Christine Murphy, 

P.O. Box 455, Conifer, CO 80433 • 303-838-6919 
Or visit: www.thirdreichdepot.com 

· PROGRAMS 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundred of programs 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free 
recorded message (707) 448-321 O (8KW5). 

SELF-DEFENSE -

THE TRUTH - Lightning Fast Invisible Striking 
SECRETS! Proven instantly devastating to ANY 
attacker. +CuttingEdge Knife Attacktics. Lethal 
Striking before they can even blink! FREE 
report and Bonus Tape! Tollfree: (866) 946-4378 
or (412) 691-0095. 

SURVEILLANCE 

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID's and new identity, asset protection, 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. 
(802) 864-0951. www.espionage-store.com 

TRAINING 

ASSSRANCH.COM 

FUGITIVE RECOVERY AGENT TRAINING: 
Three day course in bail contracts, fees and 
national operations. National certification upon 
completion. 815-675-0260, N.l.B.E. , PMB 268, 

MILLER MILITARIA GALLERY: Civil War to Chicago, IL 60657, www.NIBE@Bounty-
STUFF FOR GUYS: Knives, swords, patriotic, WWII daggers & swords, guns, medals, Hunter.net 
birdhouses, tools, etc. Over 4,000 items and badges, caps, helmets, leather, etc. More than _C_O_R_R_E_P_O_N_D_E_N_C_E_C_O __ U_R_S_E_S_&_M_IL-IT_A_R_Y 

hundred more added every month www.trea- 500 rare and guaranteed original items in excel- MANUALS. Combat Skills. Weapons. Tactics. 
suresopulentoffering.com Special of the month: lent to pristine condition. Visa/MC accepted NBC. More. Catalog $5.00, llPD/ACCP, Box 
Buy any 2 items and the 3rd free. http://.millermilitaria.com 1237, Alpine, TX 79830. 
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PHOTO ID 
CARD KITS 

Our Professional 
qual ity laminated 
photo cards will 
amaze your associ
ates! We provide the 
cards, plastic lami
nate and easy 
instructions' You pro
vide only a photo. 
Your photo card can 
be finished in the pri
vacy of your home. 
The result is a dis
tinctive, professional 
system! The highest 
quali ty cards in the 
US! Lost your origi-
nal card? Replace it 
NOW! ---litlU~ 

C01 Press ID 

MENTION YOU SAW 
OUR AD IN SOF AND 
GET FREE SHIPPING 

I 
D C01 Press ID D C68 Fugitive Recovery 
D C04 Bounty Hunter D C72 Special Agent I 
D C10 Concealed Weapons D C131 lnt'I Drivers Lie. I 
D C11 Private Investigator D C133 Federal Security I 
D C13 Special Investigator D C1 40 Network Admin. I 
D C17 lnt'I Drivers Permit D C142 Terrorism Specialist 
D C31 Travel Agent D C143 Webmaster 
D C34 Personal ID D C201 Bail Bondsman 
D C51 Special Operations D C203 Bail Ent. Agent 
0 C60 MAC-V (CIA) D C211 Security Ent. 

NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY - SOF 
500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bid #3 • Shreveport, LA 71106 

Orders (888) 642-0007 • Gust Serv. (318) 688-1805 
Fax (318) 688-1367 www.nles.com 

Name: _____________ _ 

Address: ____________ _ 

City/State/Zip:------------
Credit Card: _ ___________ _ 

I Exp. Date: ____________ _ 
BO PAGE COLOR CATALOG S3.00 OR FREE WITH FIRST ORDER . 

.. ______________ _ 

WEBSITES 

FOR ONLY $25/month you can list 
your Website or Internet URL + 10 
words right here. (No additional dis· 
count s apply.) This is a great way to 
get out the word on your site! 

REALISTIC MILITARY TRAINING YOU CAN 
AFFORD. Check us out at www.praetorian
international.com 

WWW.WOLVERINESDEN.COM Tactical and 
personal protection gear, for police and civil
ians. 

WWW.EZINFOCENTER.COM/8435572/FREE: 
The website your boss doesn't want you to 
know about! 

ANONAMOUS REMAILING SERVICE I Blind 
mail drop I email-Fax to postal. www.blindmail
drop.com 

WANTED: COVERT WEAPONS: edged , 
impact, or flexiable , old or modern. 
rossi ter@shaw.ca 

COLLECTIBLE MILITARY TOYS & MORE. 
www.toysnswords.com 

DISCOUNT KNIVES, SWORDS & AIRSOFT 
GUNS/MARKERS. www.edgeofsteel.com 

CASE BREAKERS - Conduct Confidential 
Background Checks Online - www.casebreak
ers.com 

CHILD SAFETY Forensic-Quality 
Fingerprinting and DNA Kit - only $8.95 -
www.casebreakers.com/id 

TWS 18 THE ONLY 
"WOODSTOCK" 

I REMEMBER 
<\ !ll\f@IO'l T-SIURTS&TANKTOPS 

~ lJ. IW®<J2; M-XL SIS.00 ea. 

;a;
~- 0

o XXLS17.0.0ea.XXXLS19.00ea. 
~ 0 SWEAT SBIRTS 

M-XL $25.00 ca • 
.. '- XXL $29.00 ea. XXXL $33.00 ea. 

. . All orders add $5.95 fo r 
Shipping on firs t item & 

-· · $2.00 for each additional 
THIS JS TllE ONLY Bumper Stickers add $1 .00 ea. 

"WOODSTOCK" for shipping. 
I REMEMBER MASTER CARD/ VISA ACCEPTED 

BUJ:lv.IPER STIC:I<:ERS $4-00 ea 
C:C:>"FF"EE IVJ:UGS $:10.00 ea 

PLUS SHIPPTN"G 

1 -866- 761 - USMC 
TOLL FREE 

L..ISma.rin~g~a.r_ c;e>m 

26 Beaver St. Ansonia CT 06401 

• eBAY" SOURCES EXPOSED - Make thou
sands per week on auction sites -
www.myfirstweek.com - 954-227-2389 

PC SPYSOFTWARE2003 - Best activity spy-
ing software available 
www.ClickCoolDeals.com/spy - 888-426-0243 

SAFARI SNACKS: Big game meat sticks. 
Alligator, wild boar, caribou, kangaroo, ante
lope, etc. Great gift ideas. 
www.safarisnacks.com 1-866-723-27 48 

www.survivalexpert.com - Thousands of sur
vival tricks from the REAL SURVIVORS. 
Anytime, Anywhere! 

TACTICAL KNIVES: stainless steel knives you 
can afford to collect. www.afreeknife.com 

SURVIVAL SCHOOL: Complete wilderness 
basic and advanced training courses. 
www.weteachu.com 

http://store.yahoo.com/stuff-4-guys. Stuff 
guys want, bikini contest.what else do you 
need? 

YOUR OWN eMEDIC & eDISPENSARY: nat
ural health & ready tonics @ www.computerl
ynx. net/elixiroflife 

BAYONETS, MAGAZINES, BARRELS: 
www.baconcreekgunshop.com 

CIVIL WAR, WWII , western guns, rifles , hand
cuffs, badges. www.collectorsarmory.com 

"US MILITARY" Garno & Personal Equipment, 
Survival, Black Ops Gear. www.olcnet.com 

www.TheAmericanSoldier.com Tactical and 
assault gear, boots, military gear, equipment, 
Army surplus 

www.crosshairsecurity.com Providing 
lasers, stun guns, pepper spray, spyware, 
videos, self-defense products and much more. 

www.ironcrossmilitaria.com - Iron Cross 
Militaria quality WWII German Reprodocuctions 
e-mail sales @ironcrossmilitaria.com 

REALISTIC MILITARY TRAINING YOU CAN 
AFFORD. Check us out at www. praetorian
international.com 

www.SpyBargains.com SURVEILLANCE 
PROFESSIONAL'S CATALOGUE, $20. 
Microtron, P.O. Box 2240, Wheeling , WV 26003 

FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

The Anarchist Cookbook .............................. $30 
Who Are You? Encyclopedia/Personal l.D*.$45 
How to Get Anything On Anybody* .............. $40 
The Whole Spy Catalog* ................................ $45 
The Outlaw's Bible ......................................... $20 
Identity, Privacy, and Personal Freedom* ... $40 
The Paper Trip Ill Master Guide to New ID .. $29 
l.D. By Mail: 20 Sources Fully lllustrated .... $25. 
The Modern Identity Changer ....................... $20 
Screw the .... .! Divorce Tactics for Men ....... $20 
The Revenge Encyclopedia .......................... $25 
How to Avoid a Drunk Driving Conviction .. $15 
Home Workshop Professional Lock Tools .. $22 
The Poor Man's James Bond Vol. #1 * .......... $39 
Poor Mari's James Bond #1- #4, CD·Rom ... $50 
Granddad's Wonderful Book I Chemistry* .. $45 
THE COMPLETE FS BOOK CATALOG ........... $2 

WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG 
EDUCATION BOOKS 

MANY TITLES WE CAN'T LIST! 
For Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add $4 Per Book 
And Allow 3-5 Days For Delivery. *Because 

Of Weight, Double The Shipping Rate On 
Books Marked * Books are sold to adults only 
for educational purposes in accordance with 

The 1st. Amendment of the Constitution.There 
Is A .$3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 

All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 

http://www.fsbookco.com 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 

CC Orders 24hr. 1-916-577-1226 

www.asc-security.com Anti-terrorism, 
Homeland Secu ri ty Risk Analysis and 
Assessments , Background Investigations, 
Complete Personal and Business Security 
Consulting 

PHOTO ID CARDS, 50 states. 1-$3.00, 2-
$5.00, 3-$7.00. www.idquik.com 

GUNS: Colt 1911 , CZ75, Python, .44 magnum, 
no license required. www.maxarmory.com 

BODYARMOR, custom made, all levels, 5 day 
delivery. 1-954-568-1480 www.maxsell.com 

www.civilwar2061 .com Future civil war board 
game which involves defending and conquering. 

e THE ULTIMATE IN PATRIOTIC T-SHIRTS! 

www. heathconner.com 

" US MILITARY" CAMO & PERSONAL 
Equipment, Survival, Black Ops. 
www.olcnet.com 

WWW.ARMYBOOTCAMP.COM: Basic 
Training Survival and success in the US Army. 

WWW.PROTECTIONSPECIALIST.COM. 
We provide Personal Protection Services , 
Antite rrorist Detection and Private 
Investigations. 

DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY, COUNTER
TERRORI SM issues , homeland security 
& intelligence . Subscribe. 
www.homelandsecuritynews.net 

BUCKSHOT'S CAMP. Survival Snares, Videos, 
Firestarters, Books, LED flashlights, Gill nets. 
www.buckshotscamp.com 
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• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 
• Hidden Video & Audio 
• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 

www.spycountry.com 

MILITARY BOOKS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Visit our website at: 
www.galago.co.za 

For regular updates e-mail: 
lemur@mweb.co.za 

BAGWELL 
Combat Knives Without Compromise 

903·938·0905 
P.O. Box 144, Woodlawn, TX 75694 

SEND $3 FOR 12-PG. COLOR CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

Alice Gear, Fl ight Gear, Police, Survival, 
Black Ops. US M il. Kni ves, Camping. 
Night Camo, Helmets & Boonie Hats! 

Online Cata log. www.olcnct.com 
2 Bucks for Print Cata log to OLCSF. 
POB 1618, A lamogordo, NM 883 11 

Aclve1tise Your 
Niche Products 
ancl Services 
here in the 

SC>i= Class if iecl 
Displa}r acls. 

Contact Tom Chambers 
for rates and info. 

Toll Free: 
888-811 ·8009 

E-mail: 
tchambers 19@cox.net 

20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starli ng at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk , 
deer, moose, bear ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592·5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ., AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NI( NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 

Need NEWID? 
CREDIT·PRIVACY • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity• Credit • New SSN 
• ID by mail • College degrees • Better jobs •Credit repair 
• Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.eden11ress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS •Box 841 O·AB •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

DD YOU BUY S()lf 
ON THE NEWSSTAND? 

Now you can help your favo rite 
m agazine with our GU ERRI LLA 

MARKETING PLAN 

V Is SOF racked with gun magazines 
at your local newsstand? If you find 
it there, move it into the m ilitary 
magazine section. 
V Is SOF hidden at the back of the 
rack? Move it to the front! 
V Can't find SOF at your local 
newsstand? Please ask the store 
manager why he/she isn't car
rying SOF. And t ha nks! 

Be A ... 
PRIVATE EYE 

l I 
Have a li fe of intrigue 
excitement, adventurel 
Learn from the REAL 

···· experts: 
Investigation • SurveiIJance • Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved ·Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! Uni ted States Acade my 
Call Or Write of Pri vate In vcst i~atio n 

I (310) 657-6333 I B c~e?1v8t~i1 ~ 1 PA m13 

VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytec hage ncy.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

85 19-852 1 W. Sun se t Blvd . 
West Ho ll ywood , CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency · PI Academy · Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 investigalio11-surl'eilla11 ce 
counterm easure products, books & videos!! 

LARRY RAMEY KNIVES 
Titani um Neck Knife $22.50 + $5.00 s/h 

1-615-51 6-7915 
www.Iarryrameyknives .com 

LEARN HOW YOU CAM GET A LEGAL ; 
DRJVEffS LICENSE FAST AND EASY. ~ I 
NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS I 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR I 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. : 

1 ·, FOB SOME VERY REVEALING INEQ&W"J.QM I 
l QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S 1 : 
\ P.O. BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK.MICHIGAN 48146 /1 

--~·-······················-·····-··-

e a DETECTlllE 
Explore a secret world' Fascinating 
new career. Experience a new 
adventure everyday. 
Dynamic home study course. 
Diploma, Badge, State approved. 
FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO 

www.detectivetraining .com 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 

Sample Video $24, Mag. $10 
Catalog$3 

LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

ATTENTION SOF SUBSCRIBERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE makes its list of customers' 
names and addresses available lo carefully screened 

companies to send announcements al their 
products and services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mai lings and want 
your name on our subscriber list only, please write 

us, enclosing your mailing label. 
Address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Attn : Customer Service 

P.O. Box 348, Mount Morris, IL 61054 

56 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! • www. sofmag. com • S OLDIE R OF FORTUNE '.9( MARCH 2004 



Willowgate Press 
A nnounces the Publication of 

Last Supper In Paradise 
A collection of short stories of 

adventure and Americans in the 
"new" South Africa 

by SOF Contributing Editor 

Galen L. Geer 
Forward by 

Brig. Gen. Craig Boddington 

.. a book that needs to be read and re-read .. . 
a deep and pa sionate work." 

- Anthony Williams, 
Editor African Hunter Magazine 

'·From the epics of Homer to the stories of 
Hemingway and Jack London, Stevenson and 
Kipling, man against nature has always been an 
honored subject for the writer of Fiction .... All 
(the stories) bear the indefinable stamp of a man 
who has spent many years hunting and fishing 
the wi ld place of the earth. 

- Robert Katz, Editor 

SEND Check / MD/ MC/Visa To: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
5735 Arapa h o e Ave . , S t e . A5 

Armed Forces Mech. 72 Matt Fury 33 
ARMS 9 Maxsell 24 
Artkis North America 70 Military Book Club 18-19 
Barrett Firearms 22 Neil Cooper 71 
Best Made Designs 43 Meprolite 73 
Bushmaster 72 Muscle Products 74 
Bush rag 79 NIC Law Enforcement 56 
Carroll Media 79 One Stop Knife Shop 77 
Chase Durer C4 Optimun Training 25-26 
Cobb Mfg. 74 Otis 3 
Crimson Trace 77 Paladin Press 5 
DS Arms 78 Silver Creek Industries 53 
Down Range Sports 23 Silverman's 53 
Global School Inv. 52 SOG Sales 69 
Gunsite Academy 73 Southern Ordnance 79 
Hellstorm 35 Steve Arnold's Gunroom 76 
Hurley & Withington 29 Sure-Fire 15 
Hydrastorm C3 Tactical Assault Gear 17 
Inter-American Security 52 Tamiami Int. 52 
Iron Wolf Ent. 12-13 TCI C2 
Jonathan Ciener 53 Umkhonto 78 
Jungle Toy 79 USI Corporation 53 
Kimber 7 Wiggy's 76 
Laser Devices 70 7.62 Design 16 

$15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 
#T010 SOF SOG 2-sided M L XL @ $15.00 

#T010 SOF SOG 2-sided XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

#TOOB SOF Covert Ops (green) M L XL @ $15.00 

#TOOB SOF Covert Ops (green) XXL-XXXL @ $1 7.00 
#T009 SOF Covert Ops (blue) M L XL @ $15.00 
#T009 SOF Covert Ops (blue) XXL-XXXL @ $17.00 

#T003 Try Burning This One! Shirt M L XL @ $15.00 

#T003 Try Burning This One! Shirt XXL XXXL @ $1 7.00 
#T001 MPS Shirt M L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXL @ $17.00 
#T002 Rhodesian Army Shirt M L XL @ $1 5.00 
fT002 Rhodesian Army Shirt XXL XXXL @ $1 7.00 

Shipping & Handling: $4 /1st Item; $1 .50 each add'I item. Sales tax may apply. 

NAME: TOTAL ORDER TOLL FREE: 
800-800-7630 ADDRESS: ______________ ~-----~

1 
CITY: STATE: _ ZIP: ___ ALLOW 2-3 WEEKS 1 I Bould e r. C D 8030 3 

I or ORDER ONLINE AT www.sofmag.com o2002.Sal6tr ~/J;:'~1c11rJC1o1nwt 

L---------------------------------------- ---------
PHONE: EMAIL: FOR DELIVERY I 

---------------------------------------------~ 

MARCH 2 004 ~ SOLDIE R OF FORTUNE · www-sofmag_com • SUPPORT THE TROOPS! 57 



SOF's 2003 Elk Hunt 
BY COL. MIKE PECK, Li SA ( RET.) 

PHOTOS BY PAUL AVALLONE 

At this point, probably the only people who recog
nize why Veterans Day is celebrated on 11 
November are historians and readers of this mag

azine. The reason for selecting that particular day, of course, 
is that the armistice of World War I took place on 11 
November 1918, when the fighting ceased. Originally it was 
known as Armistice Day; but since the "war to encl all wars" 
fell somewhat short of the mark, 11 November has now 
evolved into "Veterans Day". 

"Armistice" literally means a "coming to a stop" or laying 
down of arms, but in a small corner of northwestern 
Colorado this year, ArrnisticeNeterans Day meant a taking
up of arms. In this case, however, a group of veterans went 
forth, not in defense of the United States, but to participate 
in an elk hunt, which merely provided the pretext for a gath
ering of soldiers - not only to be back in the field with rifles 
in hand, but to reminisce, to relive old battles, and to learn 
about the current situations in Afghanistan and Iraq from a 
new generation of warriors. As in former years, Lieutenant 
Colonel Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.), Editor and Publisher 
of SOF, was the organizer and host of this outing, inviting his 
usual eclectic mix of interesting and colorful people. 

Although it had not been planned, the hunters that 
showed up this year spanned three generations of U.S. sol
diers. This trans-generational mix prompted many discus
sions and swapping of stories and experiences, resulting in a 
sort of intellectual cross-pollination of ideas and attitudes 
towards past and present conflicts. 

To add additional interest to the outing, a Norwegian film 
crew consisting of john Sullivan, the cameraman, and Mads 
Olsen, who handles the sound, joined the group to film an 
American hunting party in action. They have been all over 
the world making documentaries of interesting activities and 
events , and traveled to Afghanistan to clo a film on U.S. 
Special Forces where they met up with Paul Avallone, who 
was there with the 20th SFGA. Paul mentioned the hunt in 
an e-mail, which prompted john and Mads to grab their 
sound and video equipment and jump on a plane at the last 
minute to fly from Oslo to Denver. And there they were -
both great guys. 

For this year's adventure, Bob worked with Jim Wright, 
who runs a hunters' bunkhouse and meal service near 
Maybelle, located on Route 40 about 100 miles west of 
Steamboat Springs. Although tempted by Jim's cuisine, which 
we all tried at one point or another, and the possibility of a 
hot shower when needed, Bob opted to set up his own fire
base, as we have done in the past. Living in tents out in the 
wilderness and telling war stories around a blazing campfire 
is generally more conducive to the unique sense of cama-

raderie which always characterizes an SOF Hunting Camp. 

Let The Season Begin 
Elk season started on 7 November, and, although every

one was out in full force early in the morning, there were no 
sightings within range. When everyone got back to camp, we 
instituted the pattern that we followed for the rest of the 
hunt: establishing or reinforcing that ancient bond that 
inevitably occurs when a group of guys band together to form 
a primeval hunting party - or when they go to war. 

That afternoon I went out \.vith Bob to scout the ridge to 
the west of camp. As most people already know, Brown is a 
Vietnam vet, having served an from July 1968 to September 
1969. He was the commander of Special Forces Team A-334 
operating out of Tong Le Chon, where he picked up a Purple 
Heart, not through his choosing. For this trip he was not car
rying an Ml6, but a Stainless Weatherby Mark V Fluted in 
.300 Weatherby Magnum, with a Bausch & Lomb Elite 3200 
3 x 9 variable scope. My own Vietnam experiences spanned 
the entire conflict: an extended tour from 1965 to 1966 in 11 
Corps as an A-Team XO and C-Team assistant S3 with the 5th 
SFGA, another extended tour in 1968-69 as a company com
mander and brigade assistant S-3 with the 9th Division in the 
Delta, and finally in I Corps in 1970-71 as the S3 of the 1-327 
of the lOlst ABN (AMBL). Slow learner. We spent several 
hours walking or standing, with me swinging wide from time 
to time to spook any errant elk across Bob's field of fire . It 
was a no-go, however, and we went back to camp where 
everyone reported the same lack of activity. 

Well lmown gun-writer Chuck Karwan fixed spaghetti 
with a meat sauce made of bits and pieces of everything that 
walketh and creepeth upon the earth. Chuck went to 
Indochina in 1970 after graduating from West Point and 
attending Airborne, Ranger (Honor Grad) , and Jungle 
Warfare Schools. He served as a platoon leader and company 
commander with the 1st Cavalry Division, which at that time 
was Westmoreland's fire brigade and was always in the thick 
of the fight. His interest in firearms and weapons was whet
ted when he was a cadet because of all the great artifacts in 
the West Point museum, and he is now one of the foremost 
experts in the world on the subject. 

Paul Avallone had appointed himself fire marshal and cut 
wood for the evening bonfire, the first of many, and, as the 
shadows lengthened, we all shuffled up around the blaze to 
stare into the fire and remember the ghosts from battles 
fought in far away and often unpronounceable places. As the 
conversation meandered, everyone shared their experiences 
in the self-effacing, rough-and-tumble manner of the profes
sional soldiers that we were - or had been. 
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That night was typical of our stay, the temperature drop
ping to just below freezing under a cloudless sky, chimerically 
illuminated by a full moon elusively assisted by an infinite 
panoply of stars extending to the very end of the visible galaxy. 

The next morning both Scott Blaney and Scott Chiasson 
were up and away early. Scott Blaney is a retired Lt. Col. and 
Scott Chiasson is an active duty major, both working at the 
Center for Army Lessons Learned (CALL) at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. They drove up together and generally 
hunted together. Meanwhile, the rest of us remained in our 
sleeping bags to check our eyelids for holes when it got light, 
just in case. At about 0715, when everyone was getting up 
and about, john Sullivan yelled, "Elk!", and there ensued a 
mad scramble for boots, rifles, and ammunition. Steve 
Schreiner, who had set up his own tent, was way ahead of 
everyone else. While john acted as an informal spotter, Steve 
took up a kneeling position with his Springfield National 
Match MIA, sighted through a 3x9 ARTS, and coolly dropped 
a cow elk with one shot to the neck at 227 measured yards. 
The animal was moving to the left and uphill at an ambling 
gait, but one Remington 150-grain Core-Lokt bullet did the 
job. By the time the other hunters were ready and in position, 
the herd was racing flat-out away from the camp, and no one 
wanted to risk a running shot at that distance. Of course, 
everyone ragged Steve for not shooting it without unzipping 
his sleeping bag, but we all knew it was a remarkable shot. It 
was not surprising, though, since not only is he a Vietnam 
vet, but a dedicated rifleman. 

He got to Vietnam in 1968 as an Airborne/Ranger 1st 
Lieutenant assigned to the 199th Light Infantry Brigade, 
where he served as a platoon leader and company comman
der during the intense fighting that took place in Long Khan 
Province in III Corps, before transferring to MACY as an 
RF/PF advisor. In addition to the Bronze Star with "\/," Steve 
was awarded the Silver Star for holding off an entire NVA 

Veterans all - or almost all. (left to right) Col. Mike Peck, Capt. 
Chuck Karwan, Lt. Col. Scott Blaney, Major Scott Chiasson, Lt. Col. 
Robert Brown, Sgt. Devin Benson, and the only non-vet, but al/
around good guy, John Higgs, originally from England. And who 
says "assault rifles" are not "hunting rifles?" Karwan carries a 
Springfield M1A in the Scout Rifle configuration; Higgs a DSA FAL. 

Regiment one night with a force of only 9 guys. Throughout 
his tour, he used an Ml6 with a Lyman 4-power scope that he 
attached to his rifle with a homemade mount fashioned in
country with a hammer and file. A serious guy. 

While he was cleaning and skinning his prize, with the 
Norwegian film crew getting it all on tape, Bob, John Higgs, 
and I quickly consulted the map then set off into what we 
hoped might be a good ambush position for the elk herd. We 
figured it was probably circling around the hill mass to the 
north and would emerge near where we were waiting. 

john was using a DSA, Inc. FAL clone in the carbine ver
sion. His choice of scope was the Leupold Vari-X II (1 x 4 
power) on the DSA dust cover mount. For his pre-hunt sight
ing-in, he had been using 180-grain bullets, but was not sat
isfied with the groups he was getting. After discussions with 
Chuck, who had arrived early from Oregon, he switched to 
Winchester Ballistic Silvertips weighing 168-grains, which 
gave significantly better groups. john is a computer consul
tant who writes business applications for corporate enter
prises. Although a Londoner by birth, john has become an 
American citizen, and , ironically, is now an NRA Certified 
Training Counselor and Firearms Instructor, in addition to 
having graduated from Gunsite and completed a number of 
courses in combat marksmanship. 

We hunted the area for several hours, but the herd had 
apparently continued north without hugging the hills as we 
had hoped. 

We arrived back in camp just as Scott, Sr. and Scott, Jr. 
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{above) SOF hunters return to base camp after digging out a stuck 
jeep. (right) Publisher Robert K. Brown recharges cell phone with 
Brunton's Solarroll 14. "Works like a charm," Brown said. 
Produces 14 watts; charged phone in 45 minutes. 

returned from a fruitless stalk several miles to the southwest. 
They had unkind things to say when we smirkingly told them 
that Steve's elk herd had come through minutes after their 
early departure from camp. 

After a series of anecdotes that went on for most or the 
early afternoon about great shots that we had seen, both in 
and out of combat, we all set off again at about 1530, every
one's appetite whetted by Steve's success. Although we had 
the ground around the camp fairly well covered, our elk herd 
was either layin' low or in the next county. John and Chuck 
conspired to make chili from the leftover spaghetti sauce, 
which turned out to be surprisingly good, after which we once 
again bellied up to Paul's campfire to talk elk tactics, guns and 
equipment, reflect upon the state of the world in general, or, 
as Scott Chiasson called it, "just watchin' Ranger television." 

At about 0730 the next day, the two Scotts spotted a small 
herd to the northeast of camp, but they had just been fired 
upon and were moving too rapidly and at too great a distance 
to venture a decent shot. That was the only sighting close to 
camp all day, but later on the Scott2 Team saw several herds 

Norwegian TV crew, which filmed Special Forces operations in 
Afghanistan, get Safari Magazine's Cutlery Editor Karwan's opin
ions on hunting knives. 

on what they felt was a migration route located to the south 
of our location. Scott Blaney's military and civilian service 
was of particular interest to this group because it spanned all 
the recent wars. He went to Vietnam in 1971 as a helicopter 
pilot, spending an eventful year in I Corps flying a variety of 
combat missions out of Phu Bai, west into the A Shau Valley, 
and north along the DMZ. (We discovered that we had both 
been in the same area at about the same time.) He got out, but 
in 1978 came back in , spending most of his inter-war time 
flying in Germany. In December 1990 he went off to the 

Brown (far right) carries .300 Weatherby Magnum with B&L's Elite 
3200 scope. Brown thought Norwegians were crazy for filming 
such a non-event, but as he said, "It's their time and money. " 
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Persian Gulf War as the commander of A Co, 7th Bn, 159th 
Aviation Regiment, working for both the 2nd ACR and the 
11th Aviation Brigade. After retiring, he went to work at the 
CALL at Ft. Leavenworth and has subsequently been to both 
Afghanistan and Iraq, collecting lessons learned data and 
compiling the results as input for future training programs. 
Needless to say, all conversations with him were both inter
esting and informative. 

Everyone got up early on Tuesday to stake out the elk free
way scouted out by Scott & Scott the previous day. Paul vol
unteered to watch the camp. He was one of the second-gener
ation warriors who had joined Special Forces in 1978, serving 
in Panama with the 7th SFGA before getting out to pursue a 
career as a photographer and a Hollywood screenwriter. He 
remained in the National Guard, however, and was in 
Afghanistan with ODA 2025, 20th SF, along the Pakistani 
Border from September 2002 until April 2003. His adventures 
in that unhappy place have been chronicled in SOF (Dec 03 to 
present) and he has several more articles in the works. 

The rest of us drove out to the selected site where we 
were deployed by Scott Chiasson along a broad 
front with about 200 meters between elements. 
Scott Jr. was one of our more interesting charac
ters , a New Orleans Cajun who went from 
wrestling alligators and rough-necking on oil 
rigs to flying AH-64A Apache Attack 
Helicopters . While waiting to attend the 
Command and General Staff College, he was 
assigned to the CALL, which sent him to 
Afghanistan where he headed-up a team that 
worked with the 3d Brigade of the 82nd ABN to 
collect data from all the major combat areas. 
Soon after returning to Kansas to write up his 
findings , he was sent to Kuwait and assigned to 
the G-3 section of the 3d Infantry Division and 
went into Iraq with them. He returned to 
Leavenworth in late May, only to lead another 
lessons-learned team back to Iraq in September 
to collect more information for the CALL 

Both are truly interesting guys. John Sullivan studied fi lm
malring at NYU, and since graduating has done documen
taries, short films , music videos, commercials, and now a fea
ture - an American elk hunt. Both are seasoned adventurers, 
and took the mud, the tents , and the rigors of camp (Chuck's 
cooking) in stride. 

Finally, at about 0900, we called ENDEX, although every
one agreed that it had been a good plan and well-executed. 

Everyone else went back out early, but Bob, Chuck, Paul, 
and I remained in camp for a little down time. At about 1400, 
when everyone was in tl1e tent working on their notes or 
inspecting the equipment that Bob Brown had brought for us 
to test, Paul Avallone raised the hue and cry, "Elk!" 

There was a repeat of Monday's galvanizing rush for rifles 
and ammunition. We had all been in the tent and it was only 
the fact that Paul had gone outside that he saw a herd of 40-
ocld elk moving right to left at a rapid lope about 150 meters 
to the north of camp. Chuck was out first , carrying a 
Springfield MIA in the Scout Rifle configuration, with an 18 
inch barrel cum muzzle brake. He had it loaded up with 

Although we were surrounded by all these 
hard-core characters , Bob Brown, Chuck, and I 
sort of cheated and remained in a huddle, each of 
us watching a different sector; while John Higgs 
anchored the right flank at the proper interval. 

Firearms Coalition of Colorado Vice President, and Vietnam vet, Steve 
Schreiner, dropped this cow elk at 227 yards with his Springfield National 
Match M1A with 3 x 9 ARTS with one shot to the neck with a Remington 150-
grain Core-Loki. 

Everyone was primed and ready. After about an hour with no 
action, Scott Blaney went up on top of the hill mass to our 
front , in an attempt to drive any migrating elk, or those that 
might be holed-up in one of the ravines, in to our positions. At 
about this point Bob, Chuck, and I became worried that the 
on-board equipment in the Cherokee might have gotten bro
ken, so we quietly sneaked aboard to check it out. To our 
relief, we discovered that all was in order, although we ran the 
heater full out for a long time - just to be sure it was OK. 

Refusal To Play 
Unfortunately, as so often happens with the best laid 

plans of mice and men, our efforts were in vain , and the tru
culent elk refused to play. The Norwegians, however, got 
some great footage of an off-limits spike elk that came with
in 75 yards of Scott Chiasson, who tracked it through a 
Bushnell Sharpshooter 3 x 9 on a see-through mount atop his 
7 mm Magnum Remington 700. He was using Winchester 
150-grain Soft Points, but, to everyone's disappointment, 
couldn't touch one off. At least John and Mads got some 
decent camera shots. 

Winchester .308 cartridges with the 168-grain Ballistic Tip 
bullets. In keeping with the Scout Rifle set-up, he employed 
the long eye relief Leupold Scout Scope of 3-power magnifi
cation mounted forward of the receiver. Interestingly, he advo
cates rifles in the .308/.30-06 category for elk, since he does 
not believe in long shots. His contention is that the heavier 
calibers with their greater range often tempt guys to try for 
the long ones, which often encl up only wounding the animals, 
when over-eager hunters try to shoot beyond their capability. 
He also likes the lower power scopes for hunting, since, "if the 
animal looks too far away, it usually is". These were not, but, 
as an out-of-state hunter, he only had a bull tag, and, since 
those guys were all up front leading the herd, most had 
already gone by, to disappear into the pine forest to the north
west. Bummer! Bob had both bull and cow licenses, and was 
able the get a shot off, just as the last of the herd was moving 
into the stand of pine. One of the cows had strayed slightly to 
the right away from the main body, about 150 meters away 
and moving at a steady trot. Just as Bob fired, however, she 

Continued on page 79 
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with them and risk shooting someone in the back or getting 
shot ourselves because we weren't familiar with the teams' 
clearing procedures. 

Drawn up on the dry-erase board the night before back at 
the safehouse, the plan was as good as we were going to get, 
provided the circumstances, including the inability to actual
ly have eyes-on watching the target continuously a minimum 
of twenty-four hours prior to assault. That was simply impos
sible in our neck of Afghanistan. First, there is no conceal
ment there, and one isn't going to be able to dig a hide site in 
the rock-hard dirt. Second, getting to the hide site by vehicle 
is a dead giveaway. Even wearing hajji!lage, an American is 
disguised only from a distance or for a limited amount of 
time. In the same sense, Afghan strangers (our own MRF, for 
example, as recon) in a rural area are very soon suspect and 
investigated by the locals. We had risked compromise by 
sending Laval and Jason to recon the site, and we hoped that 
their presence had not been detected and suspicions raised, 
taking away our element of surprise. 

Either way, whether we would arrive in complete surprise 
or not, we expected resistance. No one - not the Brits nor the 
American teams before us - had pulled a drug raid in Shin 
War, which had been a strong Taliban area before the war and 
was still, afterwards, pro-Taliban and leery and hostile to out
siders, in particular, the American forces whom the Taliban 
propaganda machine was still calling "infidel invaders." Our 
intel said that this man Hajji Watan owned the two labs, but 
we knew nothing more about him - not even what he looked 
liked - and we knew nothing about the strength of bis 
forces. That they would protect their drug turf w 

question. Obviously, we were counting on arnvmg just at 
dawn, out of nowhere, so to speak, in total surprise. If they 
already lmew we were coming, we'd either find two empty 
compounds, (with no traces of processed drugs or equip
ment) , or we'd be hammered like hell by shooters behind the 
compounds' walls as we drove up. 

For backup, we had our Air Force TAC-P (Tactical Air 
Control Party) at the time, Tech Sergeant Frank Lofton, 
pulled some strings with his counterparts in Bagram to have 
fighter air-cover. How Frank did it l don't know, because ask
ing for air cover prior to an operation would throw red flags 
up all over the C]SOTF and risk having the mission disap
proved because it would thereby be deemed to dangerous. 
But Frank got us air cover prior to, during the raid, and sub
sequent destruction of the labs and also for the return trip 
back to the safehouse - sometimes considered the most dan
gerous part of any operation, since often, as it was that day, a 
large portion of the way in was the only way back out - an 
engraved invitation for ambushes or lEDs. 

Everything was set, we were a little late, but we were 
almost there. Up ahead was the village, at least it looked like 
the same setting Laval and Jason had described. Then Frank 
passed the word along the internal corns that we had a 
Harrier as air cover and, further, that the pilot had relayed 
that he was getting from his thermal sights excessive heat sig
natures from the two compounds as he did high-altitude fly
overs. Excessive heat signatures, like those from drug-pro
cessing labs. As for detecting unusual movement or not, no 

at. 
through the village and starting up 





incline , and suddenly, Terry's 
Tacoma right in front of me 
stopped, and I slammed on the 
brakes. Chuck, riding the mounted 
M-240 on that Tacoma, jumped off, 
then I saw what was wrong: The 
barrel of the 240 lay on the ground 
where Chuck now retrieved it. All 
the jarring and bouncing had 
snapped the barrel from the receiv
er in the gun mount. Chuck jumped 
back up into the truck bed; the 
other trucks were out of sight over 
the crest. Terry's Tacoma shot for
ward, and I fo llowed, watching 
Chuck attempting to reattach the 
barrel while trying to hold on, being 
bounced around the back. That was 
the gun I was supposed to man 
when we hit the target, which, as we 
crested the incline, was right ahead, 
the first walled compound. 

The man in the center is Hajji Watan, the Taliban 
owner of the raided drug Jabs. The ODA did not 
realize that Watan was among the 20-some 
detainees until showing the photograph of which 
this is a close-up detail to the source, who hadn't 
been present during the raid. Credit for loyalty 
must be given the other detainees for not reveal
ing Watan's identity during questioning before 
their release. 

whom, and I pulled my truck up 
beside Terry's. The gunfire was 
tapering to single shots back around 
the side of the compound, which I 
assumed was our MRF taking care 
of the shooters. 

I hopped out, and I saw Captain 
Jim, Frankie and a MRF at the com
pound's closed steel doors. Up on 
the truck, I grabbed the mounted M-
240, with its barrel hanging half
loose, and I thought, "I'm not risk
ing it, who knows what's missing? 
This thing'll blow-up in my face! " 

At that time, Jim and Frankie 
were pushing in the steel front 
doors, and as Jim told it later, 
'There was a guy in there with an 
AK and he opened-up on us. So I 
fired my M-4, as did Frank, and the 
MRF with us fired their PKs, then 
when we looked again , the guy was 
gone. And I don't know how we 
missed him. Or where he went. " 

"Stay Put And Protect Out Here." 
Silence followed; no more gun

fire. Jim and the rest of the ODA 

Then, suddenly, came the rat-tat
tat-tats of AKs firing! The lead 
trucks had skidded to stops, and 
some of the MRF were dispersing, a 
few now firing also, tat-tat-tat, tat
tat-tat-tat, going around the corner 
of the compound. 

As Jim described it later, "We were driving toward the 
first compound, and I saw three barrels flashing. The MRF 
jumped out and took-off in their direction." 

It was wrong - Bubba Jon had pulled-up and stopped at 
the first compound, and the three trucks behind him, includ
ing Jim's, had followed. I saw it and thought, "Too late now. 
Murphy's Law, go with the flow." I didn't hear bullets hitting 
my truck and couldn't tell who exactly was firing, and at 

quickly organized to enter, and , 
since manning the busted 240 was out of the question, I deter
mined not to miss the action inside and jumped off the truck. 
I unslung my M-4 and ordered the nearby handful of MRF, in 
gestures as much as words , to "Stay put and protect out here." 

Since we'd hit only the first compound, we had plenty of 
MRF around, our backside would be secure. I grabbed my 
cameras and headed inside behind the rest of the ODA and a 
squad ofMRf 

Sergeants First Class Randy {left} and Deke uncover a stash of over 300 55-gallon barrels of 
acidic acid anhydrate in a compound used as a supply depot in a rural mountain village. The 
acid, used to process poppies into opium and heroin, would be transferred into smaller, 5-gal
lon containers and donkey- or camel-humped to individual, even more remote, drug-process
ing labs. 

It didn't take long for the team 
to secure the compound and the 
20-odd men caught inside. 
Whoever had been firing from 
inside was gone; same with 
whomever it was initially firing at 
us outside. Out back, Junior Medic 
John saw a man with an AK across 
the ravine setting up to snipe from 
behind a rock wall, and John took 
cover and Hred. The man disap
peared, and John moved forward , 
with Terry now spotting for him 
with binos. The man did not reap
pear. Later, we would search the 
terraced barren fields across the 
ravine for a body or blood trails 
and would find neither. 

The case was the same for our 
MRF who had pursued whomever 
had been shooting at us when we 
arrived: no body, no blood trails. 

But when we were leaving the 
area two hours later, driving on the 
other side of the village, we saw vil
lagers in the distance carrying a 
dead body we suspected might 
have been a shooter. We'd already 
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stayed in the area too long, body-count was not a 
priority, and there was no real value in investigat
ing, so we let them be. · 

Meanwhile, once we'd secured the first com
pound, we quickly did the same with the second, 
finding it empty of people. Whoever had been there 
(kerosene burners used as heaters were still hot in 
the rooms) had already left, melting into the land
scape. It was our mistake: We might have had them 
had Bubba Jon not goofed in the excitement of the 
moment and adhered with the plan, driving by the 
first compound to attack the second with Jim's team. 

Both compounds proved to be active drug-pro
cessing labs, with huge steel presses - that we 
tried but couldn't even dent with thermite grenades 
- and dozens of drums of liquids , vats for cooking, 
and sacks of both powered and rock chemicals. We 
turned the compounds upside-down, dumping the 
liquids and powders and destroying by gunfire all 
the barrels and vats. We confiscated the two Toyota 
cars there for our own future use and, against our 
MRFs' protestations, Jim ordered the one Toyota 
Hilux pickup destroyed, and it was put ablaze with 
a thermite to the engine. 

"A Toyota pickup is a most valued possession to ' 
them in Afghanistan," Jim explained later. "By 
burning it, we were showing them we weren't there 
just to take from them." 

Captain Brian stands above the barrels of acid burning in the ditch, set ablaze 
by the ODA. The team uncovered a stash of over 300 55-gal/on barrels of 
acidic acid anhydrate in a compound used as a supply depot in a rural moun
tain village. 

Attacking to pillage has been a way of life for a 
thousand years in Afghanistan, and J im's intention by 
destroying the pickup instead of taking it was to emphasize 
that our purpose was to root-out Taliban, not secure booty. 
Our MRF didn't see it that way; they figured we could do 
both, and we had to control them from stripping places we 
raided of everything down to the dirt. Needless to say, it 
hurt them watching the truck burn. 

to these two compounds, and both were cleaned up, as if 
we'd never been there less than a week earlier. Walking 
through these spotless compounds gave one the eerie feeling 
that drug production would begin again the moment the local 
bosses felt secure that we wouldn't ever be coming back. 
We'd surprised them that morning, and we continued that 
way, randomly roaming the valley so that the Taliban drug 
operatives could not gain that security. Six days later we did a simultaneous raid on three drug 

labs just over the ridgeline, about 2 miles away from these 
two this day. They also were owned by Hajji Watan. Two 
proved active, one was a dry hole, and we destroyed the sup
plies and equipment in the two, accidentally setting afire one 
entire compound in the process. 

Afterward, that same day, out of curiosity we paid a visit 

Neither the two-compound raid that first day nor the tbree
compound raid six clays later netted any Taliban, as we had 
hoped, and that didn't set well high-up the chain. That first 
day, of the 20-some men we'd detained, after intense on-the
spot questioning, we concluded that Hajji Watan was not 
among them but wound up taking into custody one who would 

An active-duty U.S. Air Force TAC-P based in Germany, 
TecSgt Frank Lofton was attached to ODA 2025 from September 
through mid-January. At 26 and single, he's the ideal candidate 
for a TAC-P, who, with the op tempo of today's Special Forces 
units , is deployed far more than he is at home. 

There may be TAC-Ps as good as Frank, but I can't imagine 
one better. To begin with, he loves his job. There is nothing he 
liked better than to arrange air for us, then play hopscotch on 
the radio, orchestrating the pilots' actions while coordinating 
with our different ground elements and his own controllers in 
Ba gram. 

After leaving us , Frank returned to his base in Germany. The 
next thing we knew, one of us learned through e-mail that 
Frankie was in Iraq in the middle of the desert there, in the war, 
attached to an SF team, calling-in airstrikes; doing what he loves 
to do. -P.A. 

MARCH 2004 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE · www_sofmag.com · SUPPORT THE TROOPS! 67 



prove to be Watan's nephew, though a 
very minor player. 

As it turned out, Watan had been 
there and was among our detainees -
the ones we turned loose - but we did 
not know it until later that evening 
when our source pointed him out in the 
photographs I had taken of the 
detainees. We had not brought the 
source along with us on the raid 
because we did not want him to be com
promised, but in hindsight we should 
have. We could have kept him hidden in 
one of the Tacomas, behind the tinted 
glass, to identify the person we wanted. 
It was a lesson learned the hard way -
losing our potential prize catch. 

Cease All Such Missions 
Coming away with no High-Value 

Taliban Target in either that day's raid or 
the one six days later had the Combined 
Joint Special Operations Task Force 
(CJSOTF), according to Jim, coming 
down hard on him. We figured that the 
colonel there was himself getting clob
bered from above with the "SF isn't in 
the counterdrug business in 
Afghanistan" mantra, because very 
shortly after the second drug op we were 
directed to cease all such missions. 

Opium/heroin is Afghanistan's only 
real export, and it's a money-maker, and 
we knew that in the Shin War Valley 
there were drug-processors, like Hajji 
Watan, who were funneling their prof
its to the Taliban. Our command would 
no longer allow us to go after labs, but 
that did not prevent us from submit
ting, and getting approved, operational 
plans that described suspected 

"weapons caches" that just happened 
to wind up being- "Oh, my Lord, who 
would have believed it?" - drug labs. 

Two of these "weapons caches" 
turned out to be remote foothill storage 
depots for a chemical used in the 
poppy-processing - acetic acid anhy
drate. In those two raids we netted over 
five hundred SS-gallon drums of the 
chemical. That was nearly 30,000 gal
lons of acid that had been trucked all 
the way across the country from Iran 
and high into different mountain vil
lages to the depots, to eventually be 
donkey- or camel-humped to the indi
vidual processing labs. No one could 
convince us that our burning all those 
drums of acid didn't put a dent in some 
Taliban's pocketbook. 

We met resistance, however small 
and inconsequential, that very first 
raid that day. We had even taken some 
sniper-fire during our two-hour occu
pation and noticed armed villagers 
gathering across the ravine, but 
Frankie had our fighter jet come down 
from altitude and drop flares as an 
effective warning, in a display of the 
air power we had as immediate back
up. But, thereafter, in the Shin War 
Valley, we roamed freely, raiding or just 
patrolling, without resistance. 

"What we were doing on that first 
drug raid," Captain Jim explained 
months later, "was sending a message. 
Sure, we wanted to capture a Taliban 
drug-money man, and we didn't, but we 
were really saying, 'Hey, we know you're 
here with your labs. We're Americans. 
We're not afraid of you. And we'll come 
in the front door if we want to."' 

Staff Sergeant Dean (left) and Sergeant First Class Oeke (right) show some of the many 
pounds of brown powder heroin taken as evidence during a raid on an opium-processing 
lab in rural Afghanistan. Staff Sgt. John is in the middle. 

That's what we did during that first 
drug-lab raid - went right through 
their front door in total surprise. The 
resistance, we figured , having no idea 
the Americans were now targeting the 
valley's drug labs, probably thought we 
were simply a rival Afghan gang coming 
to take their drugs. That raid was a 
message: The Americans were there. 
And it worked: No one messed with us 
after that. Not in Shin War. 

Hajji Watan E Ii Es To Pakistan 
As for Hajji Watan, Laval's source 

network reported that he had fled for 
the safety of Pakistan. Months later, 
Laval learned that Watan was back and 
was being blackmailed by a number of 
the sub-commanders of the U.5.-backed 
Eastern Corps Commander, General 
Hazarat Ali, whose command was locat
ed in our city, Jalalabad. These sub
commanders, we were informed, were 
extorting money from Watan with 
threats to turn him in to us. 

That is Afghanistan: commanders 
allied with us using that allegiance for 
their own profit, not for the cause of 
bettering the country. 

Word was passed to Laval that 
Watan was sick and tired of paying-off 
the corrupt subcommanders and want
ed to make a deal with us. His propos
al , passed through an intermediary, 
was to meet with us and reveal all he 
knew in exchange for us not taking 
him prisoner and his winding up in 
Guantanamo Bay. But our deployment 
ended and his offer was not explored. 
Hajji Watan today remains free . 

We had turned everything over to 
our replacements, an active-duty 3rd 
Special Forces Group ODA which, one 
could assume, had also been directed 
not to engage in counter-drug ops, and, 
therefore, showed little enthusiasm to 
pursue this avenue. 

By the time we were to leave 
Afghanistan in mid-April, the terraced 
fields of the Shin War Valley that had 
been dirt just months before, were then 
a beautiful carpet of waist-high flower
ing poppy plants. White, red and pur
ple flowers as far as the eye could see. 
Were the labs up and running, crank
ing-out heroin for the European mar
ket? No doubt about it. 

But for a while there, short-lived 
though it was, ODA 202S showed that 
if the U.S. wanted to, by using one 
Special Forces ODA, it could own the 
Shin War Valley. 

Since 1978, Paul Avallone has served 
with the 7th, 12th and 20th SFGA. ~ 
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Chariots Of firepoinfe~ ' I 

Continued from page 42 

round into the cab at 1,100 meters. 
The truck rolled another 300 meters 
before it stopped on the right side of 
the road in a small pond. The Iraqi sol
diers jumped out of the truck and were 
running around like ants. lieutenant 
McAdams was in the position to 
engage the enemy, so he opened up 
with coax, then moved up to 25mm. In 
my over-watch position, I could see 
the Iraqi soldiers dying. There was not 
much hope for them. Round after 
round was landing right on top of 
them. The 25mm high-explosive 
rounds were blowing large holes in the 
ground and the soldiers on it. As the 
first truck was burning, another troop 
truck drove around it, headed for me, 
this time. Soprano fired a 10-round 
burst into the truck. The Iraqis never 
knew what had hit them; it was over 
for them that quick. You had to have 
been there to believe it. Truck after 
truck kept coming down the road. 
There was no way of not knowing that 
a battle was taking place. 

The sandstorm was bad, but you 
could still see the burning trucks from 
more than 1,000 meters . The Iraqis 
knew we were there and they were 
trying to get at us no matter what it 
took. Six Iraqi troop trucks later, we 
got the word that their T72 tanks were 
on the move. The commander called 
for Broadhead to move and help 3rd 
and 4th platoons - ]STAR had report
ed_.40 T72s coming down on them. 
Not more than 10 minutes after 
Broadhead left, the commander called 
and told me that I had 1,000 trucks 
moving on my position. 

If each truck carried up to 20 sol
diers, I would be facing nearly 20,000 
soldiers coming to take my bridge. The 
first thing I asked for was indirect fire, 
and we were too far away to get any. I 
asked for air support, and was told to 
wait - they were working on it. Ten 
minutes later, the CO called and told 
me 20 BMPs were moving up to my 
position from the southeast. 

With that last call, I knew I was 
screwed for sure. 

In the next episode, Johnson's worst 
fears are realized, but Crazy Horse Troop 
slugs it out toe-to-toe and continues to 
survive by setting records for dispropor
tionate combat victories, and features the 
only tank commander in history to have 
direct control of a BIB bomber. ~ 
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Kingbees In Las Uegas 
Continued from page 24 

and, the pilots and team members 
weren't provided with opportunities 
for fraternal functions . This was a 
fierce war, and there was little time for 
socializing. 

At FOB 1, the Kingbee pilots would 
spend limited amounts of time in the 
Green Beret Lounge between resupply 
flights and operations. 

A Tragic Postscript 
There's one more tragic element to 

the Kingbee story: After 30 April 1975 
- the day Saigon fell to communist 
forces invading the city - many of the 
Kingbee pilots were incarcerated and 
sent to "re-education camps." 

Kingbee Maj. Thu X. Huynh, who is 
senior among Kingbee pilots for time 
served flying special operations 
because his service in that unique arena 
of top-secret missions continued after 
SOG was closed in 1972, was fortunate 
on that fateful day: "I told the other 
pilots that we had to fly out to the 
ships, or we'd go to jail. No one lis
tened to me. On that day, I flew my 
Huey out to the U.S.S. Midway with my 
family and some friends. We had 22 
people on that helicopter." 

Thu and his family eventually 
arrived in Vista, California, where he 
is now a financial consultant who also 
operates a dry-cleaning service with 
his wife and family. 

Others, were less fortunate. Captain 
Tuong was incarcerated for eight years, 
before he escaped. Today, he lives in 
Santa Ana, California. "When I was in 
jail, I never told them anything. If they 
knew who I was and what I did, I 
would have been in much longer." 

Colonel Thinh was incarcerated for 
13 years. It was Col. Thinh who led the 
nine Kingbee pilots to stand at atten
tion before the dais in Las Vegas at the 
Special Operations Association ban
quet, where they were saluted and 
given numerous standing ovations. 

SOA President James Hetrick pre
senled each pilot with an SOA saluta
tion and coin commemorating the occa
sion. SOA is sending those commemo
ratives to the 58 remaining known 
Kingbee pilots. 

After the reunion, Col. Thinh and 
his family were flown back to Fargo, 
N.D., by john Walton, 35 years after 
the Kingbee pilot had heroically pulled 
him and his recon team from the jaws 
of death in the A Shau Valley. ~ 
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Should .laumalists Carry? 
Continued from page 31 

Vietnamese, an officer by his uniform, 
snarl, "Bao Chi. Shit!" - in English. 
He and the others in his unit opened 
up with automatic weapons and killed 
all three. 

The one time that being armed 
unquestionably saved my life occurred 
in Saigon; just outside of it, actually, and 
no firefight was going on at the time. 

I'd attended a party somewhere, had 
a little, or a lot, too much to drink, 
which I was occasionally prone to do in 
those days, got a cab to get me home 
before curfew and promptly fell asleep 
in the back seat. The vehicle's jolting 
over a rough surface woke me up and 
glancing out the window at jungle on 
either side of a dirt road, I became 
instantly sober. It was clear that this 
cab driver figured his passenger was 
someone from the American embassy, 
perhaps even a CIA operative, and the 
VC would pay well if he delivered one 
up to them. 

I produced a snub-nose .38 special, 
a S&W Model 60 stainless to be spe
cific, placed it against the driver's tem
ple and cocked it. This was probably 
the loudest noise he had ever heard. 
"Turn this fucking thing around and 
get me back to Saigon," I said, "or I'll 
blow your fucking brains out." I'd have 
done it, too, because I figured all I had 
to do was turn the car around to get 
back to civilization. 

I don't know how much of this the 
driver understood, but he got the mes
sage because he made a U-turn and 
drove me back to the building I'd earli
er specified. He even had the nerve to 
demand his fare, which brought from 
me a lot more bad language. 

So I guess my advice to "embedded" 
correspondents would be: If the stuff 
has really hit the fan, pick up a weapon 
from someone who doesn't need it any 
longer and become a participant. Don't 
get captured - and get hold of and 
carry a short-barreled revolver when 
you're in town. 

Bob Poos is a Jonner managing editor 
at SOF. He marched out of Chosin with 
the First Marine Division in Korea, and 
was an AP correspondent in Vietnam for 
almost two years, returning while an AP 
correspondent in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, and Tokyo. He covered conflicts 
in Africa and guerrilla wars in Central 
and South America for SOF, and now 
lives in Virginia. ~ 
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The New 6.Bmm ! I 
I I I 

Continued from page 47 

rebated rimless case) , the 6mm, .25 
caliber, 6.5mm, 7mm, and .30 caliber, 
necking the case up or down, and test
ing many bullet designs. It was 
thought that a 6.5mm bullet would 
prove optimum, and indeed it was 
extremely impressive. 

The Door Opens 
At the 2002 SHOT Show, in las 

Vegas, Nevada, an informal meeting 
was held with Mr. Sean Dwyer, now 
Vice President of the Ammunition 
Business for the Remington Arms 
Company, the USAMU Ballistics 
Technician, Mr. Troy Lawton, and the 
Special Forces Project leader regard
ing the 6.8x4 3mm project. Out of patri
otism, and while Americans were still 
reeling from the 9-llattrocities, Mr. 
Dwyer wanted to help with the project 
and he told the team members that he 
would consider their request for shell
case prototypes and forward it to 
Remington's Corporate Board. 

By early May, a variety of cases in 
5.56mm, 6.5mm, 7mm and 7.62mm 
calibers were produced under the 
direction of Mr. Greg Dennison, 
Remington's R&D Project Engineer. All 
calibers but the 7mm were prototyped 
with large and small rifle primer pock
ets. The shells with small rifle primer 
pockets provided the room necessary 
for a 5.56mm rebated rim. In addition 
to the prototype shell cases, load devel
opment confirmation of the Project 
Team's results to date was completed, 
and regular-production ballistic mea
surement capability was established -
no small task in itself, especially when 
cartridge caliber was still a variable. 
After evaluation of the samples was 
completed, the shells with the large 
primer pockets were chosen to move 
forward, based on their more uniform 
load consistency, and performance in 
extreme cold environmental tests. 

An Ideal Bullet 
As far as caliber was concerned, the 

ARC team was testing the remainder of 
available off-the-shelf (OTS) bullets. 
Too many times, soldiers' ammunition 
has been influenced by long-range 
competition shooters , and the Project 
Team leader wanted to concentrate on 
the operational need of putting the bad 
guys' lights out, first at close-quarters
ba ttle distance, then work toward 
improved medium-range capability of 
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Soldiers fighting the war on terror 
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300-500 meters. Finally, a bullet of 
6.Bmm was selected with the assis
tance of Dr. Gary K. Roberts, based on 
several proven performance require
ments for intermediate assault-rifle car
tridges. The 6.8mrn translates to cal
iber .2 77, identical to the famous .2 70 
Winchester. Remington supplied a 
6.Bmm version of the shell case in late 
June. As with the .30 Remington, it 
uses a large rifle primer. 

In developing a 6.8x43mm SPC, 
the Project Team sought technical 
assistance from Pat Daly and Kevin 
Thomas, of Sierra Bullets, David 
Emary, Chief Ballistician for Hornady 
Ammunition, and Pete Forres, former
ly of Ramshot Powders. After much 
experimentation, the soldier/industry 
team designed two 115-grain bullets 
by Hornady and Sierra, specifically to 
provide reliability, incapacitation, and 
accuracy for the 6.8mm Rem SPC 
case. Although the 6.8mm Sierra 
Match King projectile proved to have 
the edge on accuracy, the terminal bal
listics of the Hornady bullet were dra
matically superior in 10% ballistic 
gelatin. It proved to be the bullet the 
team had been looking for. 

Although I have always thought of 
the 6.5mm bullet as being almost per
fect, I believed the true "magic" rifle 
bullet to lie somewhere close to this 
diameter with even better sectional 
density, ballistic coefficient, and over
all long-range performance. If 6.8mm is 
not that magic bullet caliber, and the 
SPC isn't the best intermediate car
tridge case design in nearly a half-cen
tury, it is certainly proving to be the 
outstanding performer envisioned by 
the soldiers who need it. What's more, 
it didn't take 10 years and untold mil
lions of taxpayer dollars to accomplish. 
Initial cost to retrofit an M4/Ml6, 
Mkl2, or XM8 would be less than 
$1,000 per unit including magazines 
and ammunition. Is not each one of our 
Soldier sons and daughters worth such 
a small investment? 

The Handshake 
At the 2003 SHOT Show, a meeting 

was held in Orlando, Florida, to discuss 
the evolution of the project. At this 
meeting, in addition the SPC Team and 
other U.S. Special Operations person
nel, representatives from the 
Department of justice, Hornady, and 
Remington were in attendance. All 
expressed much interest in the car
tridge, including certain Federal Law 
Enforcement agencies. Since the parent 
case for the 6.8x43mm was a 

76 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! • www.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ MARCH 2004 



ONE STOPA KNIFE SliOP 
www.onestopknifeshop.com 

CAMILLUS DOMINATOR 

CAM-2447 
ONLY $158.99! 

SUREFIRE L 1 LUMAMAX 

SF-L1-HA 

DIGITALLY REGULATED 

LED TECHNOLOGY 

ONLY $99. 99! 
2 STAGE OUTPUT & HOURS OF RUNT/MEI!! 

MICROTECH & BOB TERZUOLA 
PRODUCTION DOUBLE ACTION 

ATCF 

MT·ATCF·DA 

ONLY $599.99! 

BOKERAK-47 

BO·AK47 

ONLY $144.99 

WILSON TACTICAL I DARREL RALPH 

TAC-AUTO STILETO 

440C BLADE MODEL 

ONLY $159.99 
154-CM MODEL ONLY $199.99! 

SUREFIRE A2 AVIATOR 

ORDER Tau FREE 

1.866.BUY.1SKS 
(1.866.289.1757) 

INFO LINE: 1.502.671.5510 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 10AM EST - 6PM EST 

VISA • MASTERCARD - DISCOVER - MONEY ORDER 
NO PERSONAL CHECKS! 

0NE5TOPKNJFE5HOP.COM 

MAILING ADDRESS: 340 PRODUCTION COURT 

LOUISVILLE KY 40299 

(INCLUDE $8 FOR UPS GROUND SHIPPING) 
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTIC!! 

Remington product, Remington agreed 
to assist with the project and commer
cialize the 6.8mm Remington SPC as 
part of the rapid Cost Off The Shelf 
(COTS) initiative, at no cost to the 
Government. A manufacturing capabili
ty of 7,000,000 6.8mm Rem SPC ll5-
grain BTHP cartridges was projected by 
both Hornady and Remington for 2003. 

Additional agencies have urged 
Remington to produce a bolt-action 
precision rifle similar to the Remington 
Light Tactical Rifle (LTR) in the new 
caliber. Whether this rifle will be built 
on the Remington Model 700 Short 
Action, or the preferred Model 7 action 
is uncertain. 

A New Propellant 
After an extensive review of propel

lants, the SPC Project Team found one 
that proved to be optimum. While the 
propellant must remain close-hold, I 
can report that it is new and will not be 
available to the public until the project 
gets over several hurdles. However, this 
new powder allows loading to 100% of 
the 6.8mm Rem SPC case capacity, to 
produce only 51,000 psi chamber pres
sure (as compared with the 5.56mm's 
55,000 psi), and provides a muzzle 
velocity of about 2625 fps from the 16.5 
inch Ml6/AR-15-type barrel. This bar
rel length is under consideration as a 
Mk-12 Variant for operational assess
ment by our forces, but a new 12" bar
rel model is just as popular. Called the 
Mk-12 CQB, this gun uses the short gas 
system and an OPS SOPMOD suppres
sor, and has been nicknamed the 
"Master Blaster" by the troops. 

Next month, Johnston covers in detail 
the weapons, modifications, sights, 
accessories, suppressors and components 
for this ground-breaking new round. 
Don't miss it! ~ 
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Remington Arms Company, Inc., Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 700 

Madison, NC 27025 
800-243-9700 

(remington.com) 

Sierra Bullets, Dept. SOF 
1400 West Henry St. 
Sedalia, MO 6530 I 
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In The Crasshairs I I 
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Continued from page 51 

the streets," said Vanoosten. But it was 
his radio operator who spotted the firs t 
enemy soldier. 

"Sergeant V., Sergeant V., RPG! 
yelled Lance Corporal Oscar Reyes as 
he ran across the roof dragging his 
radio by its cord. 

"We saw two individuals, one had an 
AK-4 7 with a chest rig full of magazines, 
the other with a loaded RPG launcher 
and a rucksack full of rocket-propelled 
grenades. Both men were running down 
a street about 200 yards away from us," 
said Vanoosten who shot the Iraqi with 
the RPG and his assistant team leader, 
Corporal Christopher Livermore shot 
the one with the assault rifle. 

"My first shot hit in the lower back, 
causing him to stumble and fall, " said 
Vanoosten. "My second shot hit him in 
the upper shoulders, and that one put 
him down for good. 

Livermore took two shots. But the 
Iraqi was still crawling when both 
Vanoosten and Livermore shot him in 
the head. After that, "it was like a 
whitetail buck deer coming to a salt 
lick, or some crushed apples on the 
ground," said Vanoosten who remem
bered what his mentor, a sniper in 
Somalia, told him in school about leav
ing the scene of a shooting too soon. 

"Everybody wanted to get their 
hands on those weapons," said 
Vanoosten, who along with Livermore, 
took turns leaving the street littered 
with dead bodies. Vanoosten ended the 
war with four confirmed kills and three 
probables. Livermore had three con
firmed kills and two probables. 

By the time the STA Platoon 
posed for its class picture at Al 
Azimiyah Palace and heading back to 
Kuwait for the trip home to Camp 
Pendleton, California in mid-May, 
the platoon had been credited with 
38 confirmed kills in Iraq; almost all 
of them in Baghdad. 

After the war, Sgt. Vanoosten 
returned to his alma mater at Quantico 
to pass along what he learned to 
Marines following in his footsteps. 
Corporal Wolfe left the Marine Corps, 
and is now attending San Diego State 
University on the GI Bill. 

Corporal Michael returned to Iraq 
with 1st Battalion, 5th Marines in 
early 2004. 

Dale B. Cooper has filed numerous 
articles from Iraq. ~ 
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Continued from page 61 

slowed abruptly and veered to jump a 
small gully, which must have spoiled his 
lead. By the way she shied away from 
the crack of the bullet, we all thought he 
may have hit her after all, and took off 
in hot pursuit to see if we could locate a 
blood trail. After thoroughly searching 
the area, we finally determined that it 
was a clean miss, and his elk had 
escaped unscathed with the rest of 
them. It was one of those bad breaks 
that happen so often during hunts, but 
we all consoled ourselves that at least 
we did not have to Listen to RKB brag 
forever more about how he had hit an 
elk that could have been a contender for 
the Kentucky Derby at a range of a mile
and-a-half, etc., etc. 

Meanwhile, Scott Blaney and john 
Higgs continued to comb the area to the 
northeast with determined dedication. 
Scott hunted extensively during his I 

time in Germany, but this was his first 
time in Colorado for elk, so he brought 
one rifle for brush and another for the 
open country. His brush gun was a Sako 
Finnbear in .375 H & H Magnum, with 
a Princess 3 x 9 variable telescope 
(manufactured in East Germany) in a 
Sako quick-detachable mount. His .3 75 
ammunition consisted of the 2 70-grain 
Remington Core-lokt variety, a heavy 
brush-busting round for close-in. For 
the relatively open area in which he 
was hunting that afternoon, he had a 
Sako Sporter in .300 Winchester 
Magnum, with a West German 3 x 9 
Seeadler scope, again with a Sako 
mount. For this he used Remington 
150-grain Core-lokt bullets. While 
moving down the slope, they came 
across a still-warm spike elk that some
one had shot illegally. Using a cell 
phone, they reported it to the game 
warden, who advised them to clean it 
out and take it back to camp. Rich 
Antonio, the game warden, arrived 
soon after and began his investigation, 
while the whole gang clustered around 
advising him in loud stage whispers not 
to fall for Scott's "some-other-dude
shot-it" story. Rich turned out to be a 
great guy and, not only took the joking 
well, but finally told Scott to tag the elk 1 

and keep it. Because of Scott's interven
tion , the hunter who had killed and left 
it was apprehended the next day. 

To round out our generational cover
age, we had been joined by the 
youngest member of the group, who 
was the last to arrive, who was an 
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ALLOW 2·3 WEEKS 
FOR DELIVERY 

active-duty trooper right out of Jump 
School. He had been introduced to the 
group by a former SOF Senior Field 
Editor, and was immediately integrated 
into the pack, even though he was years 
younger than the rest of us . 

By 0900, the following day, it was 
apparent that all the elk had gone else
where, and we began striking camp. 
There was a certain amount of disap
pointment that no one had bagged a 
bull or broken a world record of some 
sort, but, I suspect that most of the old 
- and new - warriors were more than 
content just to be out in the field with 
their own kind, living under the stars, 
rejoicing in the pristine setting of the 
mountains, and being close to our 
hunter/gatherer roots. We may have 
also rediscovered among the ontologi
cal cobwebs in some dusty, forgotten 
corner of our minds ephemeral flashes 
of atavistic or pagan wisdom flaring out 
of the hypnotic and kaleidoscopic bal
let of the firelight. 

In this day of political correctness, 
urbanization, and incipient gun con
trol, it is comforting to know that it is 
still possible to walk the same paths as 
our forebears did thousands of years 
ago - progressively gaining skills over 
the millennia that eventually elevated 
us to the top of the food chain. Let's 
hope we never lose our hunting 
instincts or allow social engineers to 
deny us this unique heritage that 
stretches back to the dawn of humanity. 

In the latest issue of Dillon's Blue 
Press, Lee Arten makes the observation 
that "Hunters pose an enormous prob
lem for anti-gun politicians. Men and 
women who know firearms and the 
woods don't make good serfs. " Right 
on! The reason is, because they usually 
make good soldiers. It was generally 
agreed during our many discussions in 
camp, that our best soldiers in 
Vietnam, as well as all the subsequent 
conflicts in which the U.S. has been 
involved, were men (and now, women) 
who had an interest in firearms or who 
had grown up as hunters and shooters. 

For this reason, we all felt it entirely 
appropriate that we celebrated Veterans 
Day - as hunters. 

In our next issue, SOF will carry a 
round-up of the various outdoor products 
we field-tested. 

Col. Mihe Peck, USA (Ret.), a highly 
decorated Vietnam veteran, was previ
ously director of DIA's POW/MIA office in 
Washington, D.C. Presently, he is an 
international security consultant. ~ 
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lords) may get the tribes to sit down 
together today and share chy (tea), but 
don't bet on the warlords holding 
hands and singing "We Are The 
World." Rest assured, when the troops 
leave and the money dries up, the 
tribes will be sharing hot lead and 
exploding RPGs, not chy. 

As for our peddling freedom, that's 
going to be a tough sell in a culture in 
which the male adheres strictly to his 
perceived Koran-dictated two-females
equals-one-male subjugation of women. 
Women in Afghanistan share none of 
the physical or social liberties of men. 
They participate in daily life as family 
members only, and then only as the 
bearers. They bear. the children, bear 
the firewood, bear the water and bear 
the entire physical burden of the house
hold. They are but blue-burka-clad 
forms who cast no shadows while pass
ing. One does not talk to them. One 
does not even acknowledge their exis
tence with a glance. Forget the hyped
up media tales of the rare Kabul women 
allowed to speak in public and wear 
Western clothes; the majority of Afghan 
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women have less freedom and less dig
nity today than a black slave in 1800s' 
America. A teammate of mine summed 
it up perfectly when he noted that he 
"would rather be a dog in America than 
a woman in Afghanistan." 

As ugly as that sounds, it is some
thing we should not ignore, as our lead
ers, having established a hands-off pol
icy toward all things religious in 
Afghanistan, do not demand cultural 
change of the Afghans. Do we really 
want to continue pouring billions of 
dollars into a culture that sanctions and 
promotes such an abhorrent treatment 
of women? 

Perhaps none of it matters, not the 
nation-building nor the freedom-farm
ing. Some of my teammates used to 
speculate that America is in 
Afghanistan only to secure the territory 
for an eventual pipeline from oil-rich 
Kazakhstan to the Indian Ocean. That 
hardly seems cost-effective. 

More likely, our prolonged occupa
tion and extravagant spending is noth
ing more than was my team's mission: 
to prevent the terrorists from returning. 

In that case, there's even more reason 
we should pull out. Right now, the 
Taliban and al-Qaeda, covertly protect
ed by our supposed allies in Pakistan, 

are effectively out of our reach there. 
let them mistakenly return to an 
American-free Afghanistan, and we can 
cruise-missile them to smithereens, 
backed up with quick-insertion, lethal 
Special Forces teams. A day, two days, a 
week, and we're done. Every year or so, 
as needed, repeat the instant cleansing. 

That may not be the feel-good, 
nice-guy way of international rela
tions, but it sure would be a lot cheap
er. Why dump billions of dollars 
attempting to create a free nation in a 
culture that is neither inclined nor 
open to one? Should we do the same 
for the dozens . of other countries 
which could rightfully demand equal 
attention? At what cost? 

Better that we should judge the 
Afghans for who they are and relin
quish the nice-guy posturing, fold up 
our tents and give the Afghans the 
freedom to make of their country what 
they will, with the warning: We'll pop 
in with force as we see fit. 

After all, no matter how naive, for
giving and generous we Americans are, 
by nature and practice, few around the 
world think we're nice guys anyway. 

Paul Avallone's SF ODA articles 
began in SOF'.s December 2003 issue. ~ 
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:- ,..--· -- -
by Col. David H. Hackworth, USA (REt.) 

The Fe~ The Proud - And 
The Under-Rewarde·d 

"For heroic achievement ... Lance Corporal 
(Billy W) Peixotto exhibited exceptional brav
ery after intense small-arms fire from an 
enemy ambush resulted in his tank catching 
fire. He immediately dismounted his tank 
while still under enemy fire , activated the 
fire extinguishers, and assisted in the 
removal of leaking fuel bladders. 

While actively saving his tank from 
flames , he saw that his company commander 
had been struck by enemy fire . Showing little 
regard for his own safety, he retrieved his fall
en company commander. Pulling his wounded 
commander to safety, he quickly rendered life
saving medical assistance and provided 
security with his M9 9mm pistol until 
his company commander had been 
safely evacuated . ... " 

The above boilerplate is from a 
proposed citation for a Bronze Star for Valor currently being 
processed by the Marine Corps. What really happened is that 
after Billy Peixotto's tank was ambushed by Iraqi Special 
Republican Guard and Jihad mercenaries, he had the guts to 
climb out of the burning vehicle - while heavy automatic
weapons- and rocket-propelled-grenade-fire was thumping 
against its armored hull - in order to activate the tank's exte
rior fire extinguishers and put out the blaze that was endan
gering both tank and crew. 

Then he , other crewmembers and company comman
der, Capt. Jeffrey Houston, freed the tank's leaking exteri
or fuel bladder, removing the source of potential future 
fires - while almost every bad guy in town was taking 
potshots at them. 

Once the fuel bladder was tossed, Peixotto zig-zagged like 
a broken-field runner - again while dodging enemy fire -
back to. his tank, where he attempted to restart that 70-ton 
awesome monster of destruction. The shot-up sucker failed 
to cooperate, so he again dismounted the tank, with slugs 
and rockets still smacking all around him, and when he hit 
the deck, he saw that Capt. Houston was down, badly 
wounded. Without hesitating, the young Marine immediate
ly rushed to his CO's side, pulled him to the shelter of the 
tank and provided battlefield first-aid to stop the bleeding 
and prevent shock from loss of blood. 

Throughout this nightmare, Peixotto protected Houston 
by engaging the enemy with scores of rounds of pistol fire. 
And while he held his attackers at bay, he simultaneously 
applied pressure to his fallen CO's head wound - providing 
lifesaving medical assistance until the [corpsmen] arrived. 

Captain Dave Bardorf, who led the docs to the 
rescue, said: "It was incredible. He was slowing 

the blood flow with one hand, laying fire on the 
enemy with the other and directing fire from a 
radio another Marine held for him." 

Where do we find such good men? And 
does a $5 scrap of metal embellished with a 

small red ribbon - the exact same medal 
awarded Jessica Lynch for being knocked-out 
in a truck crash while attempting to flee a sim
ilar enemy ambush, and to an Air Force colonel 
for keeping good records - adequately express 

the nation's gratitude for this hero laying 
his life on the line? 

And here's another highly perti-
nent question many Marines famil
iar with this particular action are 
asking: Is the Bronze Star really 
an appropriate award for such an 

extraordinary act of gallantry? 
I went to my handy-dandy reference book that lists Medal 

of Honor recipients from our Civil War to the Vietnam War. 
There's no question that Peixotto's heroic actions would have 
rated him right up there with the best of the Blue Max crowd 
from any of these wars. 

Based on my investigation (and had I been his comman
der) , Peixotto would definitely have gone in for the Medal of 
Honor, or at least the Navy Cross - the Marine equivalent to 
the Anny's Distinguished Service Cross. 

As I said in my [recent] column, "Medalgate," the awards 
system desperately needs vetting and overhauling. 
Meanwhile, great warriors such as Peixotto - and there have 
been a good number of such unsung grunt heroes in Iraq -
seem to be getting shortchanged, even by the U.S. Marine 
Corps, the only service that hasn't lost the warrior ethic and 
still takes care of its Marines in the style of Ray Davis and 
"Chesty" Puller. 

But, obviously, there's room for improvement: At the very 
least, the top Marine brass need to have a hard look at what 
their personnel weenies are doing in the awards department 
and give them a good shake-up. 

www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth's homepage. 

Sign in for the free weekly Defending America column at 
his Web site. Send mail to P.O. Box Ill 79, Greenwich, CT 

06831. His newest book is Steel My Soldiers' Hearts. 
© 2003 David H. Hackworth ~ 
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